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Welcome  to  The  Commemorative  Trail  Fall/Winter  Issue  -  1997 


We  hope  you  believe  our  journal  is  meeting  your  requirements  for  informative  and  entertaining 
reading.  However,  without  your  input  we  are  unable  to  fulfill  our  responsibilities  to  present  the  “ best 
bargain  in  numismatics.  ”  Please  submit  your  articles  today ;  we  need  your  involvement  to  make  this 
publication  ours  in  every  sense  of  the  word! 
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EDITORIAL  POLICY 

THE  COMMEMORATIVE  TRAIL  PUBLISHES  ARTICLES  FROM  A  WIDE  VARIETY  OF 
AUTHORS  AND  SOURCES.  TO  PRESERVE  THE  INTEGRITY  OF  THE  AUTHORS  AND  THE 
CONTENTS  OF  THE  ARTICLES,  YOUR  EDITOR  OFTEN  LEAVES  THE  ARTICLES  INTACT. 
IT  SHOULD  BE  STATED  THAT  THE  CONTENTS  OF  THE  ARTICLES  AND  THE  OPINIONS 
STATED  THEREIN  DO  NOT  NECESSARILY  REFLECT  THE  POSITIONS  AND  OPINIONS  OF 
THE  EDITOR  OR  THE  SOCIETY  AS  A  WHOLE. 
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COVER  PHOTO:  Anthony  J.  Swiatek  (R-0004,  NY)  has  once  again  provided  his  analyses  of 
commemorative  issues.  One,  the  Arkansas  Centennial  half  dollar,  is  not  considered  to  be  one  of  the 
better  designs,  but  I  imagine  at  least  one  government  official  would  extol  its  virtues.  He  happens  to 
reside  in  the  White  House!  In  any  event,  knowing  Anthony’s  hectic  schedule  as  president  of  the 
American  Numismatic  Association  and  his  professional  and  personal  commitments,  I  am  delighted  he 
submitted  the  feature  article  for  this  issue. 


PLEASE  MARK  YOUR  CALENDARS! 

SOCIETY  MEETINGS 

The  following  two  programs  are  absolute 
musts  for  members  on  both  the  East  and  West 
Coasts.  At  the  FUN  Show  the  Society  will  hold 
its  regular  meeting  at  9  a.m.  on  Saturday, 

January  10th;  and  at  the  Long  Beach  Expo,  also 
at  9  a.m.  on  Saturday  (February  14th),  the 
Society  is  indeed  fortunate  to  have  very  special 
programs  for  our  members. 


The  topic  will  be  “Commemorative  Coin 
Grading  and  Counterfeit  Detection.”  Those 
involved  with  the  presentation  will  be  Scott  A. 

Travers  (R-2212,  NY),  John  Dannreuther  (R- 
0021,  TN),  and  Rick  Montgomery,  leading 
counterfeit  detection  authority  and  former  director,  ANA  Certification  Service. 

These  leading  authorities  will  explain,  illustrate,  and  analyze  how  to  grade  U.S.  commemorative 
coins  and  detect  counterfeits.  The  seminars  will  include: 

■  The  standards  for  grading  all  U.S.  commemorative  coins,  including  Mint  State 
commemorative  coins 

■  The  fundamentals  of  commemorative  counterfeit  detection,  and  how  to  spot  altered 
commemorative  coins,  cast  counterfeits,  and  die-struck  counterfeits 

■  How  to  identify  questionable  commemorative  toning,  chemical  etching,  artificial  frosting, 
and  sophisticated  surface  alteration  techniques 

■  The  secrets  of  handling  and  storing  your  commemorative  coin  collection  to  preserve 
grades  and  maintain  toning 

These  will  be  hands-on,  interactive  seminars  with  digitized  images  and  real  commemorative  coins 
used  to  supplement  the  teaching.  They  will  be  once-in-a-lifetime  opportunities  to  learn  from  the  experts 
on  these  important  subjects.  By  all  means,  if  you  are  able  to  schedule  your  attendance  at  one  or  both  of 
these  seminars,  please  do  so. 
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In  June  at  the  Long  Beach  Expo,  we  are  hoping  to  have  Anthony  J.  Swiatek  (R-0004,  NY)  as 
our  speaker  it  he  will  he  attending  the  show. 

Members  of  the  Society  are  indeed  fortunate  that  all  of  these  leading  figures  in  numismatics  have 
agreed  to  present  programs  that  will  be  invaluable  to  all  of  us  in  our  study  and  enjoyment  of  our  favorite 
series  of  coins.  PLEASE  JOIN  US! 

*  *  * 

LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR 

We  are  always  pleased  to  hear  from  our 
membership.  The  following  letter  is  from 
Jay  W.  Browne  (R-0593,  ME): 


Helen, 

Greetings  from  Maine!  Brrr.  Hope  this 
renewal  finds  you  healthy  and  happy.  Keep  up 
the  great  work.  Love  every  issue  of  The 
Commemorative  Trail.  P.S.  Happy  Holidays! 


(Editor’s  Reply:  Jay,  delighted  you  are 
so  pleased  with  the  journal;  we  do  our  best.  Even 
though  I  am  a  native  New  Englander  (CT),  I  must 
admit  I  don’t  miss  the  cold  of  winter.  Here  in  Southern  California,  we’ve  actually  had  some  50° -60° 
day's.  That’s  cold  for  us.  I’ve  learned  to  live  with  fires,  earthquakes,  and  even  El  Niflo!  Last  week, 
however,  we  had  a  cloudy  and  rather  cool  day  for  us.  While  I  was  talking  on  the  telephone,  I  heard 
thunder  and  lightning.  When  /  looked  out  the  window,  hail  was  bouncing  off  my  patio.  That ’s  about  as 
much  weather  as  I  need  to  see  for  the  rest  of  my  life !  We  can  still  enjoy  the  sight  of  snow,  manufactured 
for  the  holidays  by  our  amusement  parks.  Worst  of  all,  however,  I  couldn ’t  use  my  computer  until  the 
storm  ended.  For  someone  desperately  trying  to  catch  up  on  an  already  late  issue,  that  was  my  biggest 
problem !  Hope  you  survive  your  Maine  winter  without  any  ill  effects.) 

Next,  a  letter  from  Garrett  G.  Neice  (R-0518,  MI): 

Dear  Mrs.  Carmody: 

Please  find  my  check  for  next  year’s  dues  plus  some  extra  to  help  with  club  expenses.  Having 
some  experience  with  newsletters,  I  too  add  my  praise  to  a  wonderful  job  you  do  on  The  Trail. 

I  enjoyed  the  recent  account  of  a  member’s  quest  to  complete  a  commemorative  collection.  I  too 
began  this  quest  a  few  (20)  years  ago.  My  goal  was  to  complete  a  set  of  coins  of  similar  grade  and 
appearance. 

My  journey  began  with  a  start  from  my  father-in-law’s  basic  collection  and  continued  for  the  next 
15  years  with  the  help  of  many  helpful  dealers.  My  foremost  mentor  was  to  be  Bill  Brown  ,  who  over 
the  years  supplied  coins  and  education  into  the  intricacies  of  grading  and  varieties.  Of  course,  your 
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publication  and  the  books  written  about  commemoratives  by  Swiatek/Breen,  Taxay,  Bowers,  etc.,  have 
added  to  my  limited  knowledge. 

I  enjoyed  greatly  the  hunt  (although  I  didn’t  document  each  quest)  and  was  able  to  complete  it 
in  early  1994— the  final  group  being  the  most  attractive  1939  Oregon  Trail  PDS.  That  filled  out  my 
collection  of  144  coins,  mostly  MS-63  or  MS-64  grades.  My  collection  also  contains  many  die  varieties 
(courtesy  of  Bill  Brown)  of  Pilgrims  1920  and  1921,  Lafayette  $1,  Stone  Mountain,  etc. 

Do  you  have  a  feeling  as  to  how  many  complete  collections  exist? 

Thanks  for  your  efforts  on  behalf  of  this  wonderful  hobby. 

(Editor’s  Reply:  Garry,  thank  you  very  much  for  your  donation  and  for  your  very  kind  words 
about  our  efforts  in  compiling  our  journal.  Congratulations  on  a  truly  great  accomplishment  in  attaining 
your  goal!  Sorry,  but  1  can  ’ t  give  you  even  an  approximate  number  regarding  complete  144-piece  sets 
in  existence,  as  so  many  collectors  intentionally  keep  their  holdings  secret  for  security  reasons.  Even  in 
the  Society,  we ’ve  never  had  an  actual  survey  of  members  who  have  done  so.  However,  now  that  you ’ve 
brought  the  subject  up,  perhaps  some  individuals  who  have  accomplished  what  you  have  will  write  to  me. 
I  could  report  their  information  in  an  upcoming  issue  ofTCT—just  listing  numbers,  not  members  ’  names.) 

Next,  a  letter  from  D.  Chris  Robertson  (R-0498,  UT): 

Dear  Helen: 

I’ve  been  thinking  since  August  that  it’s  time  to  send  dues,  and  it  took  a  memory  jog  from  the 
new  TCT  to  remind  me!  Enclosed  you  will  find  a  check  for  dues  and  a  small  donation  to  help  keep  the 
very  best  numismatic  organization  functioning  in  the  exemplary  manner  it  always  has!  Please  know  that 
your  efforts  for  the  SUSCC,  especially  with  the  huge  job  of  editing  TCT,  are  very  much  appreciated  by 
those  of  us  out  here  in  the  hinterlands. 

I’d  like  to  relate  a  little  story  that  happened  to  me,  showing  that  Lady  Luck  will  eventually  smile 
on  each  of  us,  or  “It  pays  to  keep  your  eyes  open!” 

At  a  recent  meeting  of  our  local  coin  club,  an  auction  was  held.  The  last  lot  was  a  bag  of  old, 
empty  coin  albums,  Red  Books,  Blue  Books,  and  some  advertising  material  that  had  been  donated  to  the 
club  by  a  dealer  at  our  coin  show,  held  a  couple  of  months  ago.  No  one  took  particular  interest  in  the 
lot,  but  I  shuffled  through  the  papers  while  waiting  to  view  other  lots,  and  out  peeked  a  single-coin  mailer 
for  a  New  Rochelle  half! 

Immediately  my  mind  was  made  up  to  purchase  the  lot,  no  matter  the  price  and,  in  fact,  won  it, 
beating  out  a  local  dealer  who  had  a  home  for  the  Red  Books.  When  he  finally  quit  bidding,  his  first 
question  was,  “What’s  in  there?”  Of  course,  it  was  a  real  thrill  to  show  him  and  relate  a  quick  lesson 
in  commemorative-related  memorabilia  to  the  club  members  in  attendance. 

But  the  best  was  yet  to  come.  Upon  further  inspection  of  the  lot,  there  were  three  additional 
holders— five-coin  mailers  all,  for  the  Robinson-Arkansas,  Delaware,  and  Roanoke  Island.  I’ll  enclose 
copies  of  all.  Needless  to  say,  it  was  quite  an  exciting  evening  at  the  coin  club! 
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(Editor’s  Reply:  Chris,  I  truly  appreciate  your  praise  and  the  way  you 've  supported  the  Society 
for  so  many  years.  I  have  always  enjoyed  our  all-too-brief  meetings  at  coin  shows;  remember  standing 
in  the  rain  at  the  ANA  convention  in  Seattle?  More  and  more  of  our  members  are  expressing  interest  in 
seeing  documentation.  / Because  some  of  the  Xerox  copies  were  not  reproducible,  i.e. ,  the  New  Rochelle 
one-coin  holder,  for  instance,  I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  including  illustrations  of  holders  either  originally 
sent  by  you  or  from  which  I  could  work.  Hope  that  is  acceptable  to  you.]  It  must  have  been  a  gratifying 
experience  to  pick  up  original  holders  in  such  an  unlikely  place.  Society  members  should  be  encouraged 
to  attend  local  coin  club  meetings.  Even  if  they  are  not  as  fortunate  as  you  were,  at  least  they  could 
become  more  involved  in  our  hobby  and  spread  the  word  on  our  favorite  series  of  coins.) 


v: 


NEW  Kuril  El  l.E 
\  kw  \  k . 


h  h;h>  a  Mr.nll  jrmup  «»f  1 1  ujnirnot 
from  K<xhrHr,  F  m  net*, 
l .•mli'il  on  what  i.*.  now  Point, 

\<w  I  * •  m  1m  Ilf*,  N  V..  lat**r  purchasing 
thioujrli  1 1 1 1 * i r  jijrvnt.  Jacob  lx  islir.  oru*- 
1 1 it :<  <  Ion  t*t  not  of  New  York  Slate,  « 
n:\rt  of  li.ooo  acres  fi'om  John  Pel!. 
Lord  of  Pelham  Manor,  on*  of  the  con- 
~idtr.it  iona  lxing  the  delivery  of  “owe 
*olt  min’*  on  the  festival  of  SI.  John 
the  Uaptist  lo  Pell,  his  heirs  and  as- 
forever,  if  demanded.  In  16UH 
t!u  first  census  showed  rt  total  of 
-mdy  ~  tniH,  O'Onmi  and  children, 
•  •liift  v nd  rtdfirrd,  fin  ond  hand.*’  P.y 
17**1  New  Kochelle  had  become  a  eoni- 
mun  it  v  of  imftortance  in  the  New 
(*«  untrv  and  in  18-77  liecanu*  a  Village, 
w  ith  its  incorporation  as  a  City  in  18t*l). 

This  is  New  Kuchclle  of  to-day — 
“Queen  t  ’ j i \  of  the-  Sound”  —  then  the 
haven  m  tin  wild*  ol  th‘*  New  World 


i  i 


1  I 


/ 


V 
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1  il'jl  \  •  HugU«-Il»>t>.  fell  III  full'  • 
Iwi  l>ul  gieal  in  courage  .uni  iaith 
now  ,i  city  t.(  nimut  iVi.oihj. 

In  1  !*:»<;  Congress  saw  fit  to  recognize 
tlm  historical  significance  of  this  settle¬ 
ment  and  jnissed  a  bill  w  hich  the  I’rest- 
dcrit  L-iter  signed  directing  the  Cnited 
States  Treasury  to  issue  pieces 

of  h  specially  designed  half  dollar  com¬ 
memorating  in  19.SX  the  250th  Anniver¬ 
sary  of  the  settlement  and  founding  of 
th  is  City. 

Cert  rude  K.  I-athrop,  sculptor,  of 
Alliany.  N.  V..  a  memlier  of  The  Na¬ 
tional  Academy  of  Design  and  of  The 
National  Sculpture  Society,  is  the  de¬ 
signer. 

Tin  obverse  of  the  coin  shows  l/ird 
1 VI I  receiving  the  protesting  “fatt 
calfe."  while  the  reverse  l>ears  a 
eoiiventionalized  (leur-de-lis,  flower  of 
l‘ ranee,  which  apj*ear>  on  th«  roat-of- 
ai  in-  of  old  lai  Rochelle  and  on  the  seal 
of  modern  New  Rochelle. 


■  MV  Ki  K  Iff  I  !  I  Mil  id'  \  I  Ai  • 
1  \ 

1  1  -  .  iilf  I  II I  >  \\ 


n kw  Kocun.i.r 

COM  MRMOKA  I  l\  I 

1 1  mv  onmirin 

MllilH  H  vnm  Si  111  I  /  I  i/ '  I 

I’m  V I  hkii-TON  < 

Kkmst  II  "  visos  I  '  - 

|rm  Mu  mu'  '■  ’• 
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COMMISSION 

Authorized  by 
Special  Act  of  Congress 
June  26.  1936 

— Official  Distributors— 

690  SIXTH  AVE..  NEW  YORK,  N.  Y. 


1  -  -  .  y; 


THIS  COIN  IS  ISSUED 
IN  RECOGNITION  OF  THE 
REMARKABLE  SERVICES 

THAT  THE 

HONORABLE  JOS.  T  ROBINSON 
HAS  RENDERED 
TO  THE 

S  I  ATE  OF  ARKANSAS. 
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Envelope  holding  coin  holder — wuh  slots  for  five  coins — used  l/\  the  Delaware  Swedish  Tercentenary  Commission  to  distribute  llu 
Delaware  Commemorative  half  dollar  to  its  subscribers. 


Delaware  Tercentenary 

The  first  permanent  white  settlement  in 
Delaware  was  made  by  Swedish  colonists  in 
the  year  1638  at  “The  Rocks,”  now  within 
the  city  limits  of  Wilmington,  Delaware. 

This  was  not  only  the  first  settlement  in 
Delaware,  but  in  the  entire  Delaware  River 
Valley,  including  the  States  cf  Pennsylvania, 
New  Jersey  and  Delaware,  and  the  first 
settlement  between  the  Dutch  settlement  at 
Manhattan  on  the  north  and  the  English 
settlements  in  Maryland  and  Virginia. 

This  three-hundredth  anniversary  will  be 
celebrated  in  1938  by  the  States  of  Delaware, 
Pennsylvania  and  New  Jersey,  the  National 
Government  and  the  Kingdom  of  Sweden, 
and  the  people  of  Swedish  birth  or  descent 
now  in  this  country. 

On  the  obverse  of  the  commemorative 
half-dollar  appears  the  Kalmar  Nyclcel.  the 
ship  in  which  the  Swedish  colonists  arrived 
in  this  country.  This  design  is  made  from 
a  model  made  in  Sweden,  a  copy  of  the 
authentic  model  of  the  ship  now  in  the 
Swedish  Naval  Museum. 

The  reverse  shows  the  Old  Swedes  Church 
at  Wilmington,  dedicated  in  1699  and  stil 
standing  near  “The  Rocks”  in  the  City  ol 
Wilmington  and  in  use.  It  is  said  to  be  the 
oldest  Protestant  church  building  in  the 
United  States  still  used  for  worship. 


Cotri  holder — front  and  hack  bidc.\ 
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HISTORICAL 
ROANOKE  ISLAND 
NORTH  CAROLINA 

Birthplace  el  hnehsli  Mvukin£>  ci\ ihc.atien 
in  America. 


o"V/ 


,i:A 


1587 


1937 


A>  a  tribute  to  America's  tirst  child  born  ot 

bullish  parentage  -  \  1RGINIA  DARE  -  ami 
m  honor  Of  SIR  WALTER  RALEIGH'S  Col¬ 
ons  on  Roanoke  Island.  N  C.,  the  l  'tilted 
States  Congress  hv  Special  Act  authorised 
tlie  issuance  of  the  \  IRC’lNilA  DARE  -  SIR 
W  ALTER  RALEIGH  COMMEMORATIVE 
HALF  DOLLAR 


The  First  English  Settlements 
in  America: 

ROANOKE  ISLAND.  N.  C.  —  158S  -  1587 

JAMESTOWN  ISLAND.  VA.  —  1607 

PLYMOUTH  ROCK.  MASS.  —  1620 


Here  on  the  wooded  bluffs  of  enchanting  and 
picturesque  Roanoke  Island  whose  shores  ate 
washed  by  the  waters  of  four  beautiful  inland 
sounds.  English  civilization  in  America  had  its 
birth  and  beginnings. 

In  1937  three  hundred  and  fifty  years  will  have 
passed.  In  order  that  this  truly  great  historical 
event  may  be  fittingly  commemorated,  various 
historical  associations  and  civic  organizations  have 
united  and  are  planning  one  of  the  moat  outstand¬ 
ing  educational,  historical  and  religious  celebrat¬ 
ions  ever  staged.  The  celebration  will  be  held  at 
Old  Fort  Raleigh  on  Roanoke  Island,  the  actual 
site  of  the  first  English  settlement,  where  was 
bom  on  August  18th.  1587,  VIRGINIA  DARE, 
the  first  child  of  English  parentage  to  be  bom  in 
our  land. 

On  the  obverse  of  the  Commemorative  Half- 
dollar  is  depicted  a  bust  of  Str  Walter  Raleigh  - 
the  reverse  shows  a  young  mother  holding  her 
babe  close  to  her  breast,  garbed  in  costumes  sim¬ 
ilar  to  those  that  bedecked  the  first  Roanoke 
Island  settlers,  also  images  of  two  old  English 
sailing  vessels  similar  to  those  in  which  the  Col¬ 
onists  crossed  the  ocean. 
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And,  finally,  a  letter  from  Rick  Wilcox  (R-1325,  TX): 

Dear  Helen: 

It  has  been  a  while  since  I  have  written  to  the  Society.  I  have  thought  of  writing  an  article  for 
the  journal,  but  time  with  me  has  been  a  real  problem.  Sometime  in  the  future  I  will  write  something 
in  reference  to  my  favorite  commemorative  half  dollar,  the  centennial  (1936)  of  the  independence  of 
Texas.  The  coin  has  a  great  design,  and  overall  it’s  very  attractive.  The  name  connected  to  this  coin 
(designer  or  the  one  who  prepared  the  models)  is  Pompeo  Coppini.  As  probably  everyone  in  the  Society 
knows,  the  theme  and  design  were  so  great  that  they  issued  these  coins  over  a  period  of  1934-38.  The 
historical  reference  books  on  the  subject  of  comrnemoratives  may  state  different  reasons  for  such  a  longer 
series  tor  the  Texas  commemorative,  but  I  like  my  reason.  It’s  the  number  one  commemorative  coin  in 
my  biased  opinion! 

I’m  sure  all  of  the  readers  are  aware  that  the  Alamo  is  shown  on  the  great  Texas  half  dollar.  It’s 
a  Texas  sacred  shrine  located  in  the  city  of  San  Antonio.  Everyone  defending  the  Alamo  on  behalf  of 
Texas  independence  were  killed.  Some  of  those  killed  were  known  persons  such  as  Jim  Bowie  and  Davy 
Crockett. 

San  Antonio  is  really  a  neat  downtown,  with  water  canals  in  the  heart  of  the  city.  It’s  probably 
the  leading  tourist  city  in  the  great  state  of  Texas.  Last  month  I  had  company  business  in  this  city,  and 
I  took  my  wife  with  me.  The  weather  was  terrible  during  our  stay  in  San  Antonio,  as  it  rained  most  of 
the  time.  During  our  stay  we  walked  over  to  the  Alamo  and  viewed  a  very  large  monument  outside  of 
the  Alamo  called  The  Cenotaph.  It’s  very  huge  but  very  attractive  with  statues  of  Texas’  heroes  and 
engraved  statements.  I  took  pictures  of  sections  from  two  sides  of  it.  While  admiring  this  large 
monument,  I  was  surprised  to  read  the  engraved  name  of  Pompeo  Coppini  as  the  designer  of  this 
monument! 

I  have  enclosed  two  pictures  showing  parts  of  the  monument.  You  will  see  Coppini’s  name  at 
the  bottom  right  of  one  of  these  pictures.  This  monument  was  erected  by  the  state  of  Texas,  with  federal 
funds,  to  commemorate  the  centennial  of  Texas  independence  (1836-1936).  Perhaps  some  of  the  revenue 
from  the  sale  of  Texas  half  dollars  was  directed  to  this  project.  It  would  be  neat  to  research  this. 

I’m  hoping  the  pictures  can  be  duplicated  in  the  journal.  I  hope  someday  to  be  back  at  San 
Antonio  to  take  better  pictures  of  this  monument.  The  next  time  I  will  include  my  wide-angle  lens! 

Keep  up  the  good  work! 

(Editor’s  Reply:  Now,  Rick ,  who  would  ever  consider  your  opinion  to  be  “biased”?  Surely,  not 
I— not  much  l  All  kidding  aside,  1  admire  the  love  you  have  for  your  state  coin.  Even  though  I  have  to 
agree  with  the  Society’s  survey  that  the  Oregon  Trail  is  the  most  beautifully  designed  of  all  our 
comrnemoratives,  I  have  a  special  appreciation  for  the  Connecticut  Tercentenary ;  half  dollar,  having  been 
born  and  raised  there.  I  think  the  fact  that  most  all  of  us  who  hail  from  states  having  a  coin  or  coins 
issued  in  their  honor  are  quite  well  versed  in  the  history  behind  them  from  the  education  we  received  in 
school.  Therefore,  our  awareness  of  the  relevancy  of  their  designs  makes  us  have  a  special  affinity'  for 
a  particular  issue.  My  first  commem  purchase  was  a  Connecticut,  chosen  from  an  original  roll  put  away 
at  time  of  issue!  I  am  very  much  pleased  to  publish  your  pictures  on  the  next  page  of  our  journal  and 
look  forward  to  your  sending  more  Texas-related  material  for  inclusion  in  TCT.) 
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THE  PRESIDENT’S  OFFICE 


by  Jerry  Yahalom  (R-1060,  CA) 


As  you  will  note  from  the  listing  of  only  one  neu 
member,  the  Society  for  U.S.  Commemorative  Coins  is  in  dire 
need  of  recruitment  efforts  by  those  of  us  who  care  about  its 
continuance.  I  can  very  well  appreciate  that  members 
financial  means  dictate  donations  they  are  able  to  make. 
However,  proposing  to  friends  and  associates  they  join  in  our 
endeavors  to  keep  the  Society  as  “the  best  buy  in  numismatics' 
is  based  solely  on  interest  in  and  effort  on  behalf  of 
our  club. 

Why  not  think  of  your  No.  1  New  Year’s  resolution  as 
signing  up  a  new  member?  That  would  be  the  best  gift  you  could 
possibly  give  to  your  fellow  members  and  our  nonprofit 
organization  as  well. 


The  Society  has  not  had  a  dues  increase  in  years,  and  the  amount  we  charge  our  junior  members 
covers  only  the  postage  required  to  mail  The  Commemorative  Trail ,  as  we  want  to  stimulate  interest  in 
our  favorite  series  of  coins  in  those  who  will  follow  our  footsteps  as  future  hobby  leaders.  In  1998  we 
will  have  an  increase  in  printing  costs,  and  yet  we  still  are  not  anticipating  a  dues  increase. 


All  I  ask  is  you  make  a  concerted  effort  to  spread  the  word  of  your  satisfaction  with  your 
membership.  If  you  are  being  educated  and/or  entertained  by  our  journal  and  meetings  and  if  we  are 
fulfilling  our  goals  to  be  the  very  best  we  can  be,  by  all  means,  spread  the  word  at  your  local  coin  clubs 
and  conventions  you  attend.  If  you  are  a  collector,  try  to  make  purchases  from  dealers  who  are  also 
Society  members.  If  they  are  not,  ask  why  they  do  not  belong  to  our  club.  If  they  are  able  to  give  you 
a  valid  reason  why,  then  still,  by  all  means,  if  the  coins  please  you,  are  reasonably  priced,  and  meet  your 
criteria  for  pieces  you  want  in  your  collection,  buy  them.  However,  at  least  try  to  give  your  business 
to  those  who  are  supporting  our  organization.  You  will  at  least  have  planted  the  seed  the  Society  needs 
everyone's  support,  and  you’ve  done  the  best  you  can. 

Your  editor  is  always  in  need  of  articles  for  our  journal  and— every  bit  as  important— speakers 
for  our  meetings.  In  reviewing  both  areas  of  our  benefits,  I  note  the  same  core  of  dependable  members 
are  those  always  making  contributions.  In  compiling  a  publication  of  our  size,  which  does  not  contain 
any  advertising,  filling  the  pages  with  substantive  material  is  a  never-ending  challenge,  and  I  implore  each 
of  you  to  consider  what  you  may  be  able  to  share  with  your  fellow  members.  The  Society  needs  your 
assistance  to  continue  to  function  as  it  has.  PLEASE  HELP! 


Numismatically, 


Jerry 
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THE  MCE  PRESIDENT  S  REPORT 


by  Frank  W.  DuVall  (LM-001,  AL) 


Just  recently  I  was  able  to  acquire  a  group  of  ancient 
coins,  all  minted  prior  to  the  Byzantine  period  (before  353  A.D.). 
In  examining  these  coins,  mostly  Roman  and  Greek,  it  occurred 
to  me  that  these  coins  were  generally  commemorative  in  nature 
and  each  represented  a  person,  place,  event,  icon,  or  symbol  of 
authority. 

From  these  ancient  coins,  our  generation  is  able  to  relate 
somewhat  to  the  interests  of  people  who  lived  2000  years  ago. 
Such  coins  have  sparked  the  desire  in  the  intervening  generations 
to  study  the  history  associated  with  each  coin  and  to  document 
for  that  generation  (and  future  generations)  the  basis  for  minting 
the  coins.  Indeed  many  persons  of  our  generation  have  written 
books  about  the  ancient  coins,  estimated  their  survival  numbers,  and  suggested  a  current  value  for  each 
of  them. 

From  our  viewpoint  of  the  ancient  coins,  it  is  logical  to  advance  to  what  another  2000  years  will 
bring.  Hopefully,  our  storehouse  of  knowledge,  documented  for  the  last  100+  years  of  U.S. 
commemoratives,  will  be  preserved  for  the  next  2000  years.  With  modern  methods  of  cataloging  and 
preserving  information,  the  generation  of  2000  years  hence  (4000  A.D.)  could  have  detailed  information 
on  the  reasons  for  minting  the  U.S.  commemoratives. 

I  would  hope  so.  Without  detailed  information,  future  generations  may  have  difficulty  relating 
to  Stephen  Collins  Foster,  Booker  T.  Washington,  Joseph  T.  Robinson,  Carter  Glass,  and  perhaps  even 
to  cities  and  states  such  as  San  Diego,  Albany,  Arkansas,  and  Texas.  Since  “In  God  We  Trust”  did  not 
appear  on  the  early  U.S.  commemoratives,  future  generations  may  assume  from  sets  of  commemoratives 
the  U.S.  did  not  become  religious  until  the  Panama-Pacific  issues  of  1915  A.D. 

Assembling  a  set  of  U.S.  commemoratives,  particularly  the  50-piece  or  144-piece  classic  sets, 
takes  on  special  meaning  if  the  sets  can  remain  intact  with  documentation  (and  encyclopedic  books) 
through  future  generations.  Our  Society  exists  to  help  insure  future  generations  can  enjoy  full  knowledge 
of  our  U.S.  commemoratives. 


Yours  for  a  better  Society, 


Frank 


*  *  * 
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TREASURY  REPORT  -  1  July  1996  to  30  September  1997 


by  Frank  W.  DuVall  (LM-001,  AL) 

with  Deposit  and  Expense  Data  from  Mary  Yahalom  (R-1784,  CA),  Treasurer 


Quarter  Start 


Bank  Account  Amount  Deposits  (Dues  &  Contributions)  Bank  Account  Interest  Operational  Kxpenditures 


1  July  1996  Bal.  Start  $14,365.45 
to 

1  Oct.  1996  Bal.  End  15,623.87 


$1,161.87 


$  125.30  $  28.75 


Quarter  Start 

1  Oct.  1996  Bal.  Start  15.623.87 

to 

1  Jan.  1997  Bal.  End  16,118.15 


Quarter  Start 

1  Jan.  1997  Bal.  Start  16,118.15 

to 

1  April  1997  Bal.  End  14,960.85 


2,183.00 


1,608.00 


116.11  273.63 

1.531.20  (TCT) 


107.92  35.00 

[Double  Issue]  2,838.22  (TCT) 


Quarter  Start 

1  April  1997  Bal.  Start  14,960.85 

to 

1  July  1997  Bal  End  16,890.44 


Quarter  Start 

1  July  1997  Bal.  Start  16,890.44 

to 

30  Sept.  1997  Bal.  End  19,625.92 


3,744.00 


2,697.00 


113.13  494.19 

1.433.35  (TCT) 


111.88  73.40 


Summary  (30  Sept.  1997) 

Bank  Balance  $19,625.92  +  C/D  $2,676.88  +  Cash  and  Stamps  $162.09  -  Total  Balance  =  $22,464.89* 


Note  No.  1  -  The  Society  also  has  a  $2,500.00  Certificate  of  Deposit  -  $2,676.88  (12/13/96) 

Note  No.  2  -  Petty  Cash  and  Stamps  on  Hand  -  Value  $162.09 

Note  No.  3  -  Oct.  1997  TCT  (Vol.  14  -  HA)  -  Cost  $1,422.78  (Not  Included  Above) 

Note  No.  4  -  TCT  -  The  Commemorative  Trail 


♦This  amount  includes  $10,850.00  in  life  membership  dues,  which  are  being  held  in  reserve  for  interest-bearing  purposes;  the  cost  of  Vol. 
14  -  HA  ($1,422.78);  the  expeases  involved  in  producing  four  journals  for  Year  08/97-08/98;  and  advance  dues  payments  made  by  some 
members  beyond  08/98.  If  members  have  any  questioas,  regarding  this  report,  please  write  to  our  editor,  and  a  reply  will  be 
forthcoming — either  to  those  making  the  requests  or  in  the  next  Issue  of  The  Commemorative  Trail.  I  hank  you. 
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DATE 

BUSINESS 

STRIKES 

ASSAY 

COINS 

PROOFS 

MELTED 

NET 

MINTAGE 

1935  P 

13,000 

12 

4 

- 

13,000 

1935  D 

5,500 

5 

4 

- 

5,500 

1935  S 

5,500 

6 

4 

- 

5,500 

1936  P 

10,000 

10 

4 

350 

9,650 

1936  D 

10,000 

10 

4 

350 

9,650 

1936  S 

10,000 

12 

4 

350 

9,650 

1937  P 

5,500 

5 

4 

- 

5,500 

1937  D 

5,500 

5 

4 

- 

5,500 

1937  S 

5,500 

6 

4 

- 

5,500 

1938  P 

6,000 

6 

4 

2,850 

3,150 

1938  D 

6,000 

5 

4 

2,850 

3,150 

1938  S 

6,000 

6 

4 

2,850 

3,150 

1939  P 

2,100 

4 

4 

- 

2,100 

1939  D 

2,100 

4 

4 

- 

2,100 

1939  S 

2,100 

5 

4 

- 

2,100 

AUTHORIZED  PER  ACT  OF  MAY  14,  1934:  500,000  TOTAL  FOR  ISSUE. 

OFFICIAL  SALE  PRICE:  1935  ISSUE  $1  PER  COIN. 

1936  ISSUE  SI  PER  COIN. 

1937  SET  $  8.75. 

1938  SET  $  8.75. 

1939  SET  $10.00. 

REASON  FOR  ISSUE:  The  State  of  Arkansas  was  admitted  to  the  Union  in  1836.  To  commemorate 
its  one  hundredth  anniversary.  Congress  approved  on  May  14,  1934,  the  authorization  of  500,000  silver 
50-cent  souvenir  pieces.  Thus  the  Arkansas,  as  it  is  known  to  most  collectors,  was  minted. 
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Obverse  design: 
Sketches  by 
Edward  Everett 
Burr;  models  by 
Emily  Bates 

Depicted  is  an  eagle,  with  outstretched  wings,  facing  right  or  to  the  three 
o’clock  position,  positioned  atop  a  sun  (representing  enterprise)  whose  rays 
extend  across  the  entire  background  of  the  coin.  He  holds  in  his  beak  a  scroll 
bearing  two  mottoes.  On  the  left,  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST;  on  the  right  we  note 

E  PLURIBUS  UNUM.  The  three  stars  located  directly  above  the  eagle  are 
symbolic  of  Arkansas  being  the  third  state  created  from  the  Louisiana  Purchase 
and  represent  the  flags  which  have  flown  over  Arkansas,  namely,  Spain, 

France,  and  America.  We  also  note  a  single  star  that  appears  above  the  word 
Arkansas.  This  symbol  commemorates  the  state’s  participation  in  the 
Confederacy.  The  eagle  also  showed  that  the  flag  remained  under  the 
protection  of  the  United  States.  Above  this  single  star  is  a  diamond  symbol 
taken  from  the  state  flag  which  was  originally  adopted  because  Arkansas  was 
then  the  only  state  in  the  United  States  which  produced  diamonds!  Name  that 
place!  Pike  County.  Seen  on  the  sun  is  the  inscription  HALF  DOLLAR  and 
date  of  issue. 

Reverse: 

Portrayed  are  the  accolated  heads  of  an  Indian  Chief  flaunting  the  typical 
feathered  headdress  worn  in  1836,  in  contrast  with  the  then  present-day  Miss 
Liberty,  facing  left,  wearing  a  Phrygian  cap  with  a  band  and  a  wreath  of 
cotton  leaves  above  that  band. 

The  native  American  is  most  likely  a  Quapaw,  since  his  tribe  inhabited  much 
of  the  area  which  became  the  territory  of  Arkansas.  The  word  Liberty  appears 
above  the  wreath.  In  the  left  and  lower  left  field  appear  the  centennial  dates 
1836-1936,  while  around  the  lower  border  are  the  words  ARKANSAS 
CENTENNIAL. 

This  symbol  is  studded  with  thirteen  stars.  The  other  lower  half  of  the 
diamond  symbol  bearing  the  remaining  twelve  stars,  totaling  twenty- 
five— indicative  that  Arkansas  was  the  twenty-fifth  state  to  be  admitted  into  the 
Union— is  not  shown.  At  the  upper  border  is  located  the  statutory  inscription, 
while  at  the  lower  border,  on  the  sun,  are  the  words  HALF  DOLLAR  and  the 
date  of  coinage.  The  mintmark  is  located  at  the  five  o’clock  position  or  on  the 
first  right  ray  near  the  sun. 

Edge  Design: 

Reeded 

THE  ARKANSAS  THEN 

The  original  sketches  created  by  Edward  Everett  Burr  of  Little  Rock  and  modeled  by  Emily  Bates 
from  the  same  state  were  rejected.  These  creations  were  frowned  upon  by  the  Commission  of  Fine  Arts, 
viewing  the  original  reverse  eagle  as  one  of  the  advertising  type.  In  fact,  Mint  Director  Nellie  Tayloe 
Ross  was  to  suggest  later  that  Miss  Bates— no  relation  to  Norman  and  Mama  Bates— should  be  replaced 
with  a  medalist  of  successful  experience.  Nevertheless,  the  state  centennial  committee  opposed  their 
dismissal. 

Based  on  sketch  suggestions  by  Lee  Lawrie,  sculptor  member  of  the  Commission,  the  issue  was 
modeled  by  Miss  Bates,  under  the  supervision  of  Illinois  sculptor  Larado  Taft,  an  intermediary  between 
the  creators  and  the  Commission.  On  December  5,  1934,  the  new  sketch  was  returned  to  Mr.  Burr  with 
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the  addition  of  the  date,  1935.  Models  were  prepared.  On  February  7,  1935,  Mr.  Lawrie  informed  Fine 
Arts  Secretary,  H.  P.  Caemmerer  that  the  finished  plaster  model  of  the  original  eagle  reverse  had  an 
unprofessional  look.  Also  be  aware  that  the  anniversary  dates  (1836-1936)  were  the  only  dates  slated  to 
appear  on  the  original  obverse  in  the  lower  field.  His  suggestions  and  criticisms  were  presented  hurriedly 
to  make  the  coin  a  reality.  The  eagle  side  that  was  supposed  to  be  the  original  reverse  was  suddenly 
referred  to  as  the  “UNITED  STATES  SIDE,”  while  Miss  Liberty  and  the  Indian  Chief  were  labeled  the 
'“Centennial  Side.”  Thus  the  U.S.  side  was  designated  the  obverse  with  the  date  of  issue  now  seen  in 
the  lower  border. 

Why  the  quick  change  from  the  artist’s  obverse  to  reverse?  Commemorative  half  dollars 
produced  in  1892  through  1934  display  their  dates  of  striking,  or  statutory  inscriptions  (U.S. A.,  etc.), 
or  its  anniversary  dates  on  their  obverse  or  reverse  design.  The  rules  which  applied  to  regular  circulating 
coinage  did  not  apply  here.  Howbeit,  the  Alabama  was  the  first  creation  to  possess  three  dates!  Its  year 
of  production  (1921)  on  the  obverse  and  the  centennial  dates  (1819-1919)  on  the  reverse.  Our  1934 
Texas  issue  (which  also  was  struck  only  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint)  was  the  second  coin  to  do  likewise. 
The  third  creation  scheduled  to  bear  three  dates  was  our  Arkansas.  The  pressure  was  on  the  Mint  to 
produce  a  coin  as  quickly  as  possible.  With  the  addition  of  the  added  1935  date  to  the  design,  it  was 
decided  by  the  “power  that  were”  simply  to  follow  the  Alabama-Texas  three-date  pattern.  Your  obverse 
is  determined  by  the  year  in  which  a  coin  was  minted,  while  the  celebration  or  anniversary  dates  grace 
the  reverse. 

The  Arkansas  Centennial  Anniversary  occurred  in  1936,  but  the  first  coins  struck  to 
commemorate  that  event  were  produced  in  1935.  Why?  Because  the  gentlemen  in  charge  of  the 
Arkansas  Centennial  did  not  want  to  be  outdone  by  other  commemorative  committees.  They  wanted  their 
commemorative  coins  struck  and  issued  as  soon  as  possible.  Hence,  10,000  pieces  were  created  at 
Philadelphia  during  May  1935. 

By  September  of  that  year,  all  the  pieces  were  sold  through  the  Arkansas  Centennial  Commission 
of  Little  Rock  at  $1  each.  Since  requests  for  the  coin  were  still  being  received,  the  commission  decided 
it  might  be  wise  to  have  a  small  additional  quantity  struck.  They  enlisted  the  aid  of  Ft.  Worth  (Texas) 
coin  dealer,  B.  Max  Mehl. 

I  would  like  to  bring  to  light  some  recently  discovered  information  dealing  with  a  special  request, 
airmailed  Mint  Director  Ross.  After  the  said  discussion  with  Mr.  Mehl,  A.  W.  Parke,  the  Commission’s 
secretary,  informed  the  Director  in  his  typed  message  about  the  authorized  purchase  of  the  Arkansas  1935 
issue  to  be  struck  at  the  Mints.  Howbeit,  the  correspondence  requested  the  placement  of  an  oversized 
mintmark  in  order  that  it  would  be  more  distinguishable  than  the  customary  small  D  and  S.  In  addition 
to  that,  he  also  desired  half  of  the  total  branch-Mint  production  flaunt  the  mintmark  on  the  obverse  and 
the  remainder  on  the  reverse!  Unfortunately,  his  request  was  denied  on  the  grounds  that  it  would  involve 
additional  expenses  which  the  Mint  could  not  be  reimbursed  for,  since  there  was  no  provision  in  the  law 
permitting  the  latter,  plus  the  fact  that  his  request  would  involve  a  change  in  policy,  which  the  Mint  did 
not  feel  justified  in  making. 

Mr.  Mehl’s  advice  was  followed,  and  3,000  commemorative  halves  were  struck  at  Philadelphia. 
In  November  5,500  pieces  were  produced  at  each  of  the  branch  Mints.  Few  sold  at  $1,  since  he 
purchased  most  of  these  coins!  In  January  of  1936,  Mehl  offered  the  1935  D  and  1935-S  issues  at  $2.75 
each  and  the  1935-P  at  $2.  If  you  already  owned  the  Philadelphia  coin,  you  could  get  the  other  two  for 
$5.  Approximately  eleven  years  later,  the  lower-mintage  creations  were  offered  separately  from  the 
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A.  W.  Parke  1936  letter  re  pending  bill  in  Congress 
for  the  issuance  of  an  Arkansas  commemorative. 


higher-production  issue. 

In  the  centennial  year,  1936,  10,000  coins  were  struck  at  each  Mint,  selling  for  $1.50  per  coin. 
Later  they  sold  for  $6.75  per  set.  After  year’s  end,  the  commission  had  no  desire  to  direct  the  retail 
disposal  of  the  coins.  They  wanted  to  sell  out  the  remaining  stocks  to  the  highest  bidder.  Many  of  the 
coins  were  sold,  in  lots,  to  dealers  for  resale  in  other  states.  These  conditions  combined  to  make  the 
series  obtainable  anywhere  except  in  Arkansas!  Accordingly,  the  series  soon  acquired  the  sobriquet  or 
nickname  of  “Orphan  Issue.” 

Unprinted  one-piece  coin  holders  with  inserts  for  five  half  dollars  were  used  to  distribute  the  1935 
and  1936  Arkansas  coinage.  Attempt  to  acquire  with  the  1936  stamped  mailing  envelope  from 
Commission  which  is  seldom  seen.  Reverse  flaunts  a  colorful  red,  white,  and  blue  centennial  stamp  and 
1936  date.  At  times,  individual  coins  of  the  first  two  issues  are  seen  housed  in  B.  Max  Mehl’s  coin 
envelopes.  No  real  extra  value  here. 

(Editor’s  Note:  Reproduced  on  the  following  page  is  the  mailing  envelope  used  by  the  Arkansas 
Centennial  Commission  to  distribute  the  1935  and  1936  Arkansas  commemorative  half  dollars.  Very  rare 
indeed  is  the  Arkansas  order  form.  If  a  member  has  one  that  has  not  been  perforated— half  of  the  form 
was  used  to  place  the  order— your  editor  would  appreciate  publishing  it  in  an  upcoming  issue  of  our 
journal.  Thank  you!) 


19 


. -  r*--"-  Htiijiili 

Ifcu  Paftfcag •  Contain. 

ARKANSAS  HALF-DOLLARS 

In  wed  by  Spocial  Act  of  Congren 

Commemorating  th« 

1 00th  Anniversary  of  Arkansas  Statehood 
Mr.  E.  D.  King, 

3?  Bull  St., 

Savannah,  Georgia. 


Ffocsj  ft*. 

ARKANSAS  CENTENNIAL  COMMISSION 

W»r  M.mofUi  Building 
UTTII  ROCK,  ARIC 


Mailing  envelope  used  b\  the  Arkansas  Centennial  Commission  to  distribute  the  1935  and  1936  Arkansas  commemorative  half 
dollars. 


liai  k  nt 


mailing  mi 


lope 


20 


Stack’s  of  New  York  City  distributed  the  1937  sets  at  $8.75  per  set  of  three.  The  coins  were 
encased  in  a  black  velvet  rectangular  case.  The  date,  1937,  appeared  in  the  upper  left  corner  of  the  outer 
top  with  “Arkansas  Commemorative  Half  Dollars”  in  gold  letters  across  the  central  part  ot  the  rectangular 
holder.  Within  there  appears  the  name  of  the  official  distributors  as  well  as  a  blue  Stack's  advertising 
insert,  which  all  too  often  does  not  accompany  the  case  when  offered  for  sale  today.  Most  were  thrown 
away!  A  total  of  5,500  coins  were  struck  at  each  of  the  three  Mints;  none  were  reported  melted,  except 
for  the  5  assay  pieces  struck  at  the  Philadelphia  and  Denver  Mints  and  the  6  specimens  produced  at  San 
Francisco. 

Stack’s  also  offered  the  1938  sets,  again  at  $8.75  per  set,  in  the  same  type  of  cases  as  the  1937 
sets.  (The  ’37  date  was  removed.)  A  total  of  6,000  coins  were  struck  at  the  Mints.  Respective  coins 
produced  for  assay  purposes  were  6,  5,  and  6,  most  likely  in  January  1938. 


Original  case  which  held  set  of  Philadelphia, 


Denver,  and  San  Francisco  minted  coins. 
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The  so-called  commemorative  bubble  had  burst  by  late  1937.  Prices  dropped  in  varying  degrees, 
as  commemoratives  fell  from  their  previous  level  of  esteem.  Due  to  that  decline  in  interest  in 
commemoratives  in  general,  slightly  more  than  half  of  the  1938  Arkansas  issue  was  sold.  The  balance 
was  returned  to  the  Mint  to  be  melted,  leaving  a  very  low  3,150  mintage! 

When  the  existing  supply  of  the  black  cases  ran  out,  and  before  all  of  the  1938  sets  were 
distributed,  a  different  four-  by  five-inch  holder  was  substituted.  The  outer  case  and  the  inner  top  was 
made  from  a  fine  looking,  light  tan,  imitation  wood-grained  paper.  A  velour  (either  black  or  green) 
covered  the  inside  of  the  bottom  section  which  had  slots  for  the  three  coins  arranged  in  a  triangle.  Same 
was  used  to  distribute  the  1939  issue  by  Stack’s,  at  $10  per  set.  Orders  were  accepted  in  the  fall  of  1938. 
Demand  was  so  great  that  this  issue  was  sold  out  before  it  was  struck. 


Wood-grained  cases  used  for  remaining  1938  sets  as  well  as  1939  sets— very  rare! 
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It  appears  that  in  January  1939,  our  Philadelphia  and  Denver  Mints  each  struck  2,104  coins; 
2,105  were  struck  at  San  Francisco!  The  actual  delivered  quantity  was  2,100  pieces  from  each  mint. 
Those  thirteen  extra  coins  (4,  4,  and  5)  were  used  for  assay  purposes.  This  means  an  analysis  was  made 
to  determine  the  quality  of  properties  of  the  metal  planchets.  One  year  later,  the  set  was  being  advertised 
for  $20. 


THE  ARKANSAS  NOW 

A  small  percentage  of  these  centennial  halves  saw  actual  circulation.  Those  that  grade  less  than 
XF-AU  do  so  because  they  were  truly  used  as  “long-term”  pocket  pieces.  Those  pieces  which  are  sold 
below,  or  at,  or  between  the  XF-AU  and  MS-60  +  price  range  almost  always  have  been  cleaned, 
whizzed,  over  dipped,  heavily  marked,  or  just  lack  eye  appeal.  Needless  to  say,  they  should  be 
purchased  only  if  the  price  is  very  right.  The  coin  can  be  presented  to  a  youngster  for  his  or  her 
collection.  Possibly  that  specimen  could  turn  into  a  future  numismatic  seed  which  might  help  the 
individual  develop  into  an  avid  collector  and  preeminent  numismatist!  Dates  most  often  encountered  are 
the  1935-P  and  1936  issues.  Little  value  spread  will  exist  between  all  sets  produced  from  1935  through 
1937  in  MS-60  up  to  MS-64  condition.  Should  funds  be  available,  think  higher  MS-64  acquisition.  Zero 
in  on  the  following  dates:  1937-S-P-D,  1935-S-D,  and  1936-P.  In  MS-63  status,  your  1935-D  and  S 
strikings  are  the  best.  Be  aware  that  eye  appealing  coins  will  not  be  easily  obtained.  Current  worth  for 
the  aforementioned  dates  can  be  labeled  depressed. 

Your  1938  and  1939  set  productions  are  “value  softened”  by  present  market  activities  in  all 
grades  from  MS-60  through  MS-67!  Eye  appealing  sets  or  individual  pieces  of  these  creations  are  not 
plentiful.  At  times  the  said  will  encounter  polishing,  whizzing,  and  other  forms  of  abuse.  Worth  is  based 
on  the  extent  of  their  damage.  Think  a  minimum  of  MS-63  +  if  debating  purchase.  Future  lies  at  this 
level  and  upwards.  In  MS-63  condition,  your  1939-S  and  1938-D  will  be  the  hardest  to  locate.  The 
remaining  four  dates  are  equally  as  rare.  In  MS-64  condition,  all  1939  coins  are  equal  in  rarity  but 
harder  to  locate  than  your  1938  production,  whose  trio  flaunts  equality  within  the  set.  The  relative  low 
mintages  of  most  issues  contribute  to  the  difficulties  encountered  in  locating  pristine  specimens.  The 
physical  characteristics  of  the  dies  themselves  contribute  even  more  to  the  difficulty.  Many  of  the  issues 
struck  from  1935  through  1939  appear  to  be  dull  or  have  little  lustrous  life  or  little  mint  luster. 

Luster  will  range  from  brilliant  frosty,  to  brilliant  satiny  (not  the  norm),  to  unattractive  dull. 
Others  are  plagued  by  lack  of  metal  fill  marks  caused  by  not  enough  striking  pressure  in  the  observed 
location  or  even  planchet  handling  damage.  Also  numismatic  abuse  has  taken  its  toll,  especially  on  the 
reverse  primary  focal  locations.  They  are  the  portraits  of  Miss  Liberty  and  the  Quapaw  Chief.  Pay 
special  attention  to  the  lady’s  cheek  and  the  man’s  jaw  for  the  latter,  also  the  obverse  eagle’s  neck  which 
is  the  primary  focal  area.  Silver  white  or  pristine  or  naturally  lustrous  individual  pieces,  as  well  as  sets, 
should  immediately  be  purchased.  However,  they  must  not  possess  excessive  bag  marks,  slide  marks, 
cuts,  and  scratches,  as  most  often  seen  on  the  coin’s  reverse.  Naturally,  they  will  not  grade  MS-65  or 
MS-64.  Such  is  the  type  which  can  be  offered  unslabbed.  They  can  grade  from  MS-64  down  to  MS-60! 

Do  not  expect  the  obverse  of  this  issue  to  be  equal  in  strike  with  the  1936  Arkansas-Robinson 
coin.  The  A-R’s  die  engraving  was  deeper  and  sharper,  giving  the  finished  product  more  relief.  In  many 
years  of  researching  U.S.  commemorative  coins,  I  have  seen  but  very  few  commems  of  the  Arkansas 
Centennial  with  a  fully  struck  twisted  scroll  across  the  eagle’s  breast.  On  most  of  them,  the  twist  at  that 
point  will  look  as  though  it  had  been  flattened  in  various  degrees,  on  different  specimens.  Picture  a  hot 
liquid  that  turned  into  a  solid  which  did  not  fully  cool.  Something  was  placed  on  top  of  it,  slightly 
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Poorly  struck  Arkansas  obverse. 
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flattening  part  of  the  design.  This  is  true  especially  of  the  Denver  and  San  Francisco  strikes  during  the 
years  1935-1938.  The  Philadelphia-struck  coins  of  1935  and  1936  have  a  greater  percentage  of  creations 
with  this  worn  appearance.  By  contrast,  almost  all  of  the  1939  issue  from  all  Mints  were  well  struck. 
Strike  will  range  from  sharp  to  very  weak.  When  those  breast  feathers  begin  to  lose  feather’s  detail  and 
noted  central  ribbon  detail,  you  lose  grade  and  value!  Specimens  which  grade  strict  MS-65  and  higher 
ofter  exceptional  future  value,  especially  all  dated  complete  sets  (1935-1939).  Drastically  undervalued. 

Be  aware  that  few  Arkansas  specimens  will  accurately  grade  MS-66  or  MS-67.  Locating 
individual  coins  of  such  magnitude  will  be  a  formidable  task,  let  alone  finding  a  three-piece  set.  At  times 
I  am  asked  which  individual  dates  are  the  hardest  and  easiest  to  locate  in  MS-64  and  MS-65  conditions. 
They  are  as  follows:  1939  P-D;  1938-S;  1937-S;  1938-P-D;  1939-S;  1937-P;  1936-P-S;  1937-D;  1936-D; 
1935-P-D-S.  Simply  because  an  issue  resides  in  ninth  place  does  not  mean  it  will  be  easily  located  here, 
especially  in  MS-65  condition.  However,  chances  of  acquiring  one  of  those  “Arks”  occupying  12th 
through  15th  places  will  be  greater. 

Do  proof  coins  exist  for  this  issue?  Yes!  Before  the  dies  destined  to  be  sent  to  the  Denver  and 
San  Francisco  Mints  were  shipped,  John  R.  Sinnock,  Chief  Mint  Engraver,  ordered  struck  (each  year) 
two  sets  of  the  extremely  rare  and  beautiful  matte  proof  (double  struck,  acid  treated)  coinage.  (Their 
respective  mintmarks  were  “punched  in”  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint.)  Coins  can  be  acid  treated  or 
sandblasted  (as  the  case  of  the  Hawaiian  issue).  However,  what  cannot  be  added  is  an  additional  striking! 
Upon  side-by-side  inspection  with  a  business  strike,  the  difference  is  readily  observed.  Should  a  possible 
proof  candidate  cross  your  path,  send  it  to  me  for  a  free  evaluation.  Would  personally  pass  on  any 
specimen  offered  as  a  satin  finish  proof.  In  my  opinion,  they  were  never  created  at  any  of  the  Mints! 
If  you  cannot  resist  the  offering,  you  must  attempt  to  have  it  graded  by  NGC,  PCGS,  or  ANACS  for 
your  own  protection!  Will  be  happy  to  be  of  assistance. 

KEY  GRADING  POINTS 


OBVERSE:  Wear  will  first  make  its  appearance  on  the  primary  focal  area  or  neck  feathers,  then 
head  and  upper  right  wing  as  we  view  the  coin. 

REVERSE:  Look  for  wear  on  the  primary  focal  area  of  Miss  Liberty’s  cheek.  A  loss  of  metal 
molecules  will  next  be  observed  on  the  band  of  her  cap,  directly  behind  her  eye.  Primary  target  for  the 
“whizzers.” 


(Editor’s  Note:  Depicted  is  B.  Max  MehVs  advertisement  for  the  Arkansas  Centennial  half 
dollars. ) 
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CURRENT  STATUS  AND  FUTURE  POTENTIAL  OF 
THE  ARKANSAS  CENTENNIAL  HALF  DOLLAR 

Population  Figures 
(NGC  and  PCGS  combined) 


DATE 

MS-64 

MS-65 

MS-66 

MS-67 

1935  P 

658 

326 

40 

4 

1935  D 

487 

343 

109 

8 

1935  S 

473 

334 

89 

7 

1936  P 

497 

308 

40 

2 

1936  D 

541 

321 

63 

10 

1936  S 

504 

301 

64 

5 

1937  P 

492 

258 

35 

1 

1937  D 

418 

362 

46 

5 

1937  S 

369 

198 

19 

1 

1938  P 

271 

183 

27 

1 

1938  D 

283 

237 

48 

9 

1938  S 

266 

169 

13 

1 

1939  P 

221 

138 

11 

1 

1939  D 

207 

189 

22 

2 

1939  S 

198 

242 

25 

1 

Not  one  Arkansas  Centennial  half  dollar  has  been  graded  MS-68  to  date! 

Circulated  type  material  usually  encountered  are  those  higher-mintage  strikings.  Little  price 
spread  exists  between  such  material  graded  XF-AU  and  MS-63.  It  is  that  abundant  and  offers  little  to 
average  eye  appeal.  Thus  lack  of  strong  interest.  Same  can  be  said  for  many  of  the  1935-1937  three- 
piece  sets  grading  MS-60  to  MS-63,  as  well  as  unattractive  MS-64  sets. 

Should  one  desire  an  MS-64  type  coin  of  this  issue,  they  total  over  4000  pieces  graded  MS-64, 
even  if  we  delete  the  population  figure  by  20% !  Focus  only  on  the  low  census,  attractive  coinage  for  any 
real  future  potential.  Highly  recommend  the  1938  and  1939  P,  D,  and  S  coinage,  especially  the  1939-S 
striking.  As  far  as  three-piece  sets  are  concerned,  attempt  to  locate  MS-63  +  material.  If  there  exists 
a  chance  of  any  progress  in  the  coming  years,  it  resides  here.  Concentrate  on  the  1938  and  1939  sets 
if  funds  permit.  Otherwise  just  acquire  for  the  pleasure  of  ownership. 

In  the  MS-64  category,  eye  appealing  1938  and  1939  coinage  must  also  be  labeled  underpriced. 
Unfortunately  for  the  1937  set,  interest  is  lacking,  although  rarer  than  the  earlier  1935  and  1936  sets. 
Real  future  lies  in  those  alluring  1938  and  1939  set  productions  when  available.  Add  to  this  list  any  set 
which  can  be  labeled  “seductive,”  since  the  effect  will  be  had  by  buyers  ten  years  from  today.  Such 
material  is  highly  recommended.  Stay  away  from  the  dull,  dark,  and  unattractive  coinage. 

During  the  last  market  high  (May  1989),  the  price  for  an  Arkansas  MS-65  type  coin  was  $1,400! 
It  has  now  fallen  to  $270!  What  happened?  Let  us  begin  by  noting  the  now  common  date  1935-P,  D, 
and  S  strikings  are  too  cheap.  The  scarcer  1936-D  and  S  and  1937-D  pieces  are  even  more  so,  while  all 
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other  Arkansas  creations  are  extremely  undervalued!  It  can  be  addressed  that  when  combined,  the 
population  figure  is  high  for  the  generic  dates.  Therefore,  the  value  is  realistic.  Knowing  how  difficult 
accurately  graded  and  appealing  pieces  are  to  come  by,  my  response,  based  on  twenty-five  years  of 
“battlefield  experience,”  is  that  all  is  dependent  upon  the  coin  being  examined.  When  it  lacks  drawing 
power  and/or  possesses  surface  negatives  where  they  should  not  be  or  the  grade  is  very  questionable,  I 
could  care  less  what  the  grading  label  insert  indicates.  To  me,  it’s  an  MS-64.0  or  MS-64.5  or  MS-64.9 
coin  in  an  MS-65  holder.  The  real  quality,  when  offered,  will  usually  bring  much  more  money.  All  is 
contingent  on  the  buyer.  However,  most  dealers  will  pay  more  for  quality,  especially  in  a  hot  market. 
Thus  the  bad  drives  the  good  into  hiding.  It’s  a  quantity  of  such  material  in  the  marketplace  which  keeps 
prices  from  rising.  Suggest  never  buying  sight-unseen.  See  what  you  are  acquiring.  Predicated  on  the 
aforementioned  and  combined  with  grading-label  discarding,  would  reduce  population  figures  for  the 
generic  and  semi-common  dates  by  60%  or  more.  Census  would  be  reduced  by  40%  or  more  for  the 
rarer  dates. 

Highly  recommend  the  following  type  dates  in  MS-65  condition  for  tremendous  future  potential: 
1939-P,  1938-S,  1937-S,  1939-D,  1938-P,  1938-D,  1939-S,  and  1937-P  creations.  Set-wise,  focus  on 
the  1937  through  1939  productions.  All  are  extremely  undervalued! 

Same  can  be  said  for  your  MS-66  Arkansas  commemorative  half  dollars.  Even  the  higher  1935- 
D  and  S  census  dates  are  undervalued  at  these  levels  if  accurately  graded.  You  can  bet  that  few  pieces 
rated  at  this  level  were  resubmitted  in  the  past.  Exceptional  future  here  for  all  dates,  especially  the 
lower-census  issues. 

MS-67  coinage  is  that  rare.  Only  a  few  pieces  have  been  granted  such  privileged  status.  Wish 
I  owned  a  few!  Tremendous  potential  in  this  grade. 


3C  purple  stamp  released  beginning  June  15,  1936,  for  the  Centennial. 
Scott  782,  Type  A255;  72,992,650  issued. 


*  *  * 
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THE  LOUISIANA  PURCHASE  EXPOSITION  GOLD  DOLLARS 


DATE 

BUSINESS 

STRIKES 

ASSAY 

COINS 

PROOFS 

MELTED 

NET 

MINTAGE 

1903  Jefferson  $1 

125,000 

129 

100 

107,625 

approx. 

17,375 

approx. 

1903  McKinley  $1 

125,000 

129 

100 

107,625 

approx. 

17,375 

approx. 

AUTHORIZED  PER  ACT  OF  JUNE  28,  1902:  250,000  (125,000  each  variety.) 

OFFICIAL  SALE  PRICE:  $3.00. 

REASON  FOR  ISSUE:  In  order  to  commemorate  the  Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition  held  in  St.  Louis, 
Missouri,  in  1904  and  the  one  hundredth  anniversary  of  the  purchase  of  the  Louisiana  Territory,  two  gold 
dollar  varieties  were  struck  by  the  Philadelphia  Mint,  which  are  referred  to  by  most  collectors  as  the 
“Jefferson  Dollar”  and  the  “McKinley  Dollar.”  They  are  also  referred  to  as  the  “Louisiana  Purchase 
Jefferson  Dollar”  and  the  “Louisiana  Purchase  McKinley  Dollar.” 


Obverse  design: 

Charles  E.  Barber, 
assisted  by  George  T. 
Morgan 

Seen  on  the  principal  side  of  one  variety  is  the  bust  of  Thomas 

Jefferson,  who  made  the  Louisiana  Purchase  from  France  for 
$15,000,000,  while  3rd  President  of  our  country  (1801-1809).  Seen 
facing  left,  his  portrait  was  designed  from  a  Mint  medal,  an  Indian 

Peace  Medal  created  by  John  Reich,  Assistant  Mint  Engraver,  who 
used  a  Houdon  bust  as  a  model.  The  obverse  of  the  other  variety 
depicts  the  bust  of  our  25th  President,  McKinley  (1897-1901),  who 
was  responsible  for  signing  the  bill  which  sanctioned  the  Louisiana 
Purchase  Exposition.  His  “life”  portrait  was  copied  by  Charles  E. 
Barber,  designer  of  both  varieties,  from  a  presidential  medal  which 
had  been  previously  made  picturing  McKinley.  Located  within  a 
beaded  border,  almost  encircling  the  bust,  is  our  statutory 
inscription. 

Reverse: 

This  coin’s  opposite  side,  which  is  the  same  for  both  coins,  depicts 
the  anniversary  dates  1803-1903,  which  are  separated  by  part  of  an 
olive  branch  from  the  coin’s  denomination,  ONE  DOLLAR. 

Located  around  the  coin’s  border,  within  a  beaded  border,  is  the 
inscription  •  LOUISIANA  PURCHASE  EXPOSITION  • 

ST. LOUIS. 

Edge  design: 

Reeded. 

THE  JEFFERSON  AND  McKINLEY  THEN 

Initially,  this  creation  was  to  depict  only  our  third  President.  Unfortunately,  President 
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McKinley,  who  originally  signed  the  Expo  into  law  on  March  3,  1901,  was  assassinated  at  another  Expo 
six  months  later.  Via  some  unknown  agreement,  it  was  decided  he  should  be  part  of  this  issue. 

The  Exposition’s  management  requested  that  Congress  appropriate  part  of  its  $5  million 
appropriation  into  commemorative  gold  dollars.  Such  was  authorized. 

The  Philadelphia  Mint  then  struck  75,080  gold  dollars  in  December  1902.  This  was  an  infraction 
of  government  procedure  because  these  coins  were  dated  1903  and  are  supposed  to  bear  the  date  of 
striking. 

In  January  1903,  175,178  additional  specimens  were  created,  giving  us  a  total  production  figure 
of  250,000  plus  258  assay  coins.  There  were  125,000  of  each  type  produced.  Shortly  thereafter,  the 
Philadelphia  Mint  melted  down  250  specimens  of  the  258  assay  pieces.  Were  they  presented  as  gifts  or 
personally  kept  or  melted?  To  date,  we  do  not  know  which  design  was  first  to  be  produced!  However, 
all  coins  bear  the  date  1903— the  anniversary  date.  Sold  at  $3.00  each,  they  were  kept  as  souvenir  gold 
pieces  and  mementoes,  possibly  because  sixteen  years  had  passed  since  our  country  had  issued  its  last 
gold  dollar.  In  order  to  increase  sales  of  these  “little  gems,”  different  types  of  mountings  were  offered, 
such  as  gold  stickpins,  brooches,  etc.  Beware  of  specimens  which  may  have  been  mounted  in  such 
jewelry  with  the  aid  of  solder.  Such  pieces  are  worth  much  less.  Unfortunately,  sales  were  poor,  and 
approximately  35,000  coins  were  sold.  Retail  value  fell  to  $2.00  in  about  a  year.  Famous  numismatist 
B.  Max  Mehl  acquired  thousands  of  pieces  from  promotor  and  well-known  numismatist  Farran  Zerbe, 
which  he  sold  into  the  next  two  decades.  In  1914  the  Mint  received  215,000  coins,  which  were  then 
melted.  Today  we  estimate  that  there  exist  17,500  coins  of  each  variety. 
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THE  JEFFERSON  AND  McKINLEY  NOW 


Either  issue  can  be  located  in  circulated  EF-AU  with  a  little  effort.  Goal  should  be  to  locate 
pieces  which  have  not  been  polished,  display  repair  work  or  file  marks,  or  have  been  doctored  in  some 
manner.  Purchase  only  if  the  price  is  right  or  you  simply  want  a  low-grade  representative  example.  The 
Louisiana  Purchase  issues  are  not  scarce  in  grades  MS-60  through  MS-64.  Rarer  issue  is  the  McKinley 
design  up  to  the  MS-65  category.  Future  value  resides  in  these  gold  remembrance  preservers  rated  eye 
appealing  MS-64  +  and  higher.  Equally  as  rare  in  the  loftier  grades.  There  were  100  proof  coins  of  each 
design  struck  for  the  “selected.”  They  certainly  were  not  produced  for  the  average  numismatist  but  for 
the  preferred  in  Government,  at  the  Expo,  and  insiders.  These  rarities  were  placed  into  an  opening  of 
an  imprinted  card,  covered  by  a  wax  paper  window,  and  signed  by  J.  M.  Landis,  Superintendent,  and 
R.  R.  Freed,  Coiner,  Philadelphia  Mint.  It  was  secured  with  heavy  string,  embedded  in  a  dark  red 
Philadelphia  Mint  wax  seal  at  its  end.  Beware,  as  seals  have  been  “doctored”  and  the  proof  substituted. 
The  latter  then  hides  behind  its  wax  paper  window.  When  offered  a  raw  specimen  out  of  its  holder,  be 
certain  such  is  double  struck.  If  uncertain,  pass  or  seek  the  advice  of  the  knowledgeable. 

Luster  will  range  from  prooflike  (not  the  norm),  to  semi-prooflike,  to  brilliant  satiny,  to  dull 
satiny.  Strike  rarely  affects  the  grade  and  value  of  this  issue.  Due  to  die  wear,  the  Jefferson  design  at 
times  will  exhibit  a  slight  flatness  in  hair  detail  over  his  ear  and  flatness  in  denticle  design.  Elowever, 
the  latter  will  keep  gold  disks  out  of  the  MS-66  category.  No  official  holders  with  mailing  envelopes 
have  surfaced  to  date.  There  does  exist  the  not-often-encountered,  rectangular,  off-white  cardboard  box 
which  housed  either  gold  coin  and  gold  mounting,  which  rested  on  cotton.  Imprinted  on  the  top  cover: 


LOUISIANA  PURCHASE  1904  EXPOSITION,  SOUVENIR  GOLD  DOLLAR,  JEFFERSON-  S3. 00  - 
McKINLEY. 


souvenir 

GOLD  DOLLAR 


M*  mn  -  £*L  INI  »  H  c  k  *  rife  * 
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Counterfeits  of  each  issue  exist.  Examine  for  lack  of  strike  sharpness,  field  depressions,  and  a 
small  raised  lump(s)  of  metal  in  the  field. 

KEY  GRADING  POINTS 

OBVERSE:  Metal  loss  will  first  be  noticed  on  the  President’s  cheekbone.  Flatness  around  the  ear  area 
can  be  the  result  of  die  wear.  Examine  the  said  areas  for  crisscross  scratches  and  a  difference  in  metal 
texture. 

REVERSE:  Wear  will  occur  on  the  olive  branch,  to  the  right  of  the  digit  3  of  the  Purchase  date  1803, 
then  anniversary  dates,  and  denomination  on  this  lower-relief  motif. 

CURRENT  STATUS  AND  FUTURE  POTENTIAL  OF  THE 
JEFFERSON  AND  McKINLEY  LOUISIANA  PURCHASE  GOLD  DOLLARS 


Population  Figures 
(NGC  and  PCGS  combined) 


DATE 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

MS-66 

1903  JEF. 

574 

872 

627 

241 

1903  McK. 

556 

734 

497 

244 

DATE 

PF-63 

PF-64 

PF-65 

PF-66 

1903  JEF. 

9 

9 

5 

7 

1903  McK. 

9 

15 

7 

2 

To  date,  39  Jefferson  and  28  McKinley  Louisiana  Purchase  gold  dollars  were  slabbed  MS-67. 
None  have  received  loftier  ratings.  Only  one  1903  McKinley  proof  was  granted  PF-67  status  by  PCGS. 
Two  McKinleys  were  rated  PF-60,  one  PF-61,  and  four  PF-62. 

In  grades  XF-AU  through  MS-63,  both  issues  appear  a  tad  underrated.  Ditto  the  Jefferson  in 
MS-64  condition.  Undervalued  is  the  rarer  McKinley  in  this  grade.  It’s  the  best  value!  Very  good 
future  potential  for  MS-64 -I-  specimens  of  each  design.  May  1989  market  high  spread  between  the  said 
and  MS-65  coinage  was  about  $1600.  Would  reduce  census  between  25%  and  30%.  Expect  both 
popular  issues  to  move  upwards,  when  the  green  enters  the  scene. 

In  MS-65  condition,  our  rarer  McKinley  Louisiana  Purchase  gold  dollar  possesses  much  more 
future  potential  than  the  Jefferson  striking.  If  not  attempting  to  collect  the  1 1 -piece  gold  set,  choose  the 
McKinley  Howbeit,  when  our  market  heats  up,  both  popular  creations  will  rise  in  value.  Last  high 
differential  between  this  grade  and  MS-66  was  approximately  $7500.  MS-65  census,  which  was  much 
lower  then,  can  be  reduced  between  25%  and  30%. 

In  MS-66  condition,  both  designs  are  too  cheap  at  present  levels.  Would  pass  on  the  questionable 
offering.  Wonderful  future  potential  here  and  for  the  loftier  grade.  Watch  prices  go  up,  up,  and  away 
when  the  green  infusion  starts  warming  up  the  numismatic  scene. 
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For  those  who  can  afford  the  rare  proof  coinage,  highly  suggest  acquisition.  Also  down  from 
past  market  highs.  Price  is  dependent  upon  (a)  the  attractiveness  of  the  proof  gold  disk,  (b)  whether  the 
coin  was  purchased  at  today’s  levels,  and  (c)  how  much  of  a  loss  or  profit  the  owner  desires.  Sell  prices 
can  range  from  $10,000  to  $20,000  for  a  PF-65  striking.  If  purchasing  an  unslabbed  coin  in  the  original 
frame,  be  certain  the  enclosed  proof  is  not  a  replaced  prooflike  issue!  Know  of  several  such  frames! 


*  *  * 


A  tie-in  to  the  Jefferson  Dollar  is  the  2C  Jefferson  stamp,  Scott  324  (Type  A131), 

of  which  192,732,400  were  released. 
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A  REMINDER  RE  THE  PIONEER  MEMORIAL 


by  Helen  L.  Carmody  (R-0007,  CA) 

Since  this  is  the  time  of  good  will  toward  men  (and  women  too,  I  hope!),  I  thought  I  would 
include  this  copy  of  an  article  which  appeared  in  The  Courier-News,  a  newspaper  in  Elgin,  IL,  although 
it  was  published  over  a  year  ago.  The  information  is  still  pertinent,  and  the  need  for  funds  to  cast  the 
Pioneer  Memorial  in  bronze  and  to  find  a  location  for  its  foundation  still  persists.  Perhaps  seeing  this 
again  will  draw  some  much-needed  attention  and  assistance  to  a  very  worthy  cause,  which  is  still  being 
spearheaded  by  Trygve  Rovelstad’s  widow  and  Society  member,  Gloria  G.  Rovelstad  (R-2040,  IL), 
shown  holding  her  beloved  Emilie  with  the  monument  in  the  background. 


The  Courier- News  Monday.  August  5.  I9P»- 


Memorial  to  pioneer  spirit 
looking  for  cash  and  a  home 


k  \  i  »n  ci  mu-  cni  hiikaiws 


Gloria  Rovelstad  of  Elgin  stands  in  tfM  doorway  of  tha  studio  where  her 
late  husband,  sculptor  Trygve  Rovelstad.  worked.  He  created  the  Pioneer 
Memorial,  which  stands  in  hrs  studio  today,  for  the  city  of  Elgin. 


By  Lou  Marra 

STArF  WRITER 

Trygve  Rovelstad’s  vision  of  the 
pioneer  spirit  is  best  suited  for  a 
park  like  area  of  Elgin's  resurging 
downtown,  according  to  his  widow 
Rovelstad.  a  local  sculptor  and 
artist,  spent  more  than  a  half-centu¬ 
ry  designing  his  Pioneer  Memorial, 
completing  the  last  of  four  figures 
three  years  before  his  death  in 
1990. 

The  12-foot  tall  plaster  of  paris 
statue  sits  in  Rovelstad's  studio, 
waiting  to  be  cast  in  bronze  It  also 
needs  a  spot  to  spread  its  founda¬ 
tion. 

Only  $600,000  stands  in  the  way  of 
completion,  according  to  the  Pio¬ 
neer  Memorial  Foundation,  which 
is  attempting  to  raise  the  funds  and 
is  also  looking  at  possible  sites  for 
the  statue 

A  pedestal  for  the  memorial 
stands  empty  in  Davidson  Park 
along  Villa  Street  The  concrete 
oval  was  constructed  in  1934  by  the 
Works  Progress  Administration  for 
Rovelstad’s  creation 
However.  Gloria  Rovelstad  says 
she'd  like  to  see  her  late  husband’s 
work  erected  in  the  green  belt 
north  of  the  Grand  Victoria  casino 
boat,  near  the  intersection  of  South 
Grove  Avenue  and  Prairie  Street. 

“It  could  be  seen  by  all  from 
there,"  says  Gloria.  The  site  can  be 
seen  clearly  by  passengers  using 
Mctra  trains  on  the  west  side  of  the 
Fox  River,  by  cyclists  on  the  bike 
trail  on  the  east  side,  and  pedestri¬ 
ans  and  motorists  on  Grove 
They  would  be  facing  west,'"  says 
Gloria  of  the  figures 
The  Pioneer  Memorial  quartet  is 
led  by  a  gun-carrying  scout  on  a 
trek  west  into  the  new  frontier  He 
is  followed  by  the  pioneer  father, 
looking  ahead  to  the  new  horizons 
where  he  will  build  his  home  and 
future  He  is  accompanied  by  his 
wife,  who  carries  their  first-born 
child  Bringing  up  the  rear  is  a 
youth,  bearing  a  staff  in  one  hand 
and  a  scroll  in  the  other  "He’s 
glancing  back.”  S3ys  Gloria,  “to 
learn  from  the  past,  to  go  forward 
into  the  future." 

She  envisions  the  statue  mounted 
on  a  4-foot-tall  elliptical  case  made 


of  granite  “My  husband  didn’t  like 
circles."  she  says. 

The  sides  of  the  foundation  would 
feature  six  sandblasted  panels  that 
depict  some  of  the  history  of  llli 
nois. 

The  memorial  traces  its  roots  to 
the  Pioneer  Modal,  which  Rovel¬ 
stad  used  to  design  the  Pioneer 
Centennial  H  ilf  Dollar  The  half 
dollar  was  the  official  U  S.  com 
minted  in  commemoration  of 
Elgin’*  liMth  anniversary  in  1933 


Twenty-five  thousand  wore  mint 
ed  in  1936  to  help  finance  construe 
lion  of  the  memorial,  according  to 
Gloria 

A  15-inch  bronze  model  of  the 
memorial  is  on  display  at  the  Hem 
mens  Cultural  Center 


For  more  information  or  to  make  a 
donation  write  to  Tie  Pioneer 
Memorial  Foundation  of  Illinois 
Int  794  it  (  hi  ago  St  Elgin 
60123 
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David  VV.  Lange  (R-1779,  NJ)  is  director  of  research  for  the  Numismatic  Guaranty  Corporation 
of  America.  The  following  material  on  the  three  coins  used  on  the  masthead  of  The  Commemorative 
Trail  is  NGC’s  PHOTO  PROOF™ 


COLUMBIAN  EXPOSITION  HALF  DOLLAR 


While  Americans  of  the  late  20th  century  squabble  over  whether  Columbus  was  a  hero  or  a  cruel 
exploiter  of  indigenous  people,  such  was  not  the  case  in  1892,  on  the  400th  anniversary  of  Columbus’ 
first  voyage  to  the  New  World.  At  that  time,  American  flags  waved  nationwide  as  the  anniversary  day 
of  October  12  approached.  Although  Cristoforo  Columbo  was  an  Italian  sailing  in  the  service  of  Spain 
who  never  set  foot  on  what  is  now  the  continental  United  States,  Americans  nevertheless  claimed  him  as 
their  own.  Among  the  observances  planned  for  this  event  was  a  great  world’s  fair  to  be  held  in  Chicago 
that  year.  Construction  delays  caused  the  opening  of  this  exposition  to  be  postponed  until  1893.  Nearly 
lost  among  the  countless  souvenirs  for  sale  at  the  fair  were  commemorative  half  dollars  dated  1892  or 
1893  that  celebrated  the  man  and  his  discovery. 

Columbus’  quest  was  to  locate  a  westward  passage  to  the  Orient  by  sea.  The  value  of  such  a  find 
was  immeasurable,  as  only  Asia  possessed  the  strong  spices  that  enabled  Europeans  to  preserve  their  food 
for  long-term  storage  and  to  bear  eating  it  when  their  efforts  at  preservation  failed.  With  his  three  ships 
and  89  crewmen,  Columbus  left  the  seaport  of  Palos,  Spain  on  August  3,  1492,  finally  reaching  land  on 
October  12.  As  he  had  originally  estimated  the  distance  to  Asia  at  just  2,400  nautical  miles  (it’s  actually 
more  than  10,000),  he  may  be  forgiven  for  initially  believing  that  he  had  landed  in  the  East  Indies.  Three 
more  voyages  made  between  1493  and  1504  included  exploration  of  additional  islands  and  the 
governorship  of  Santo  Domingo.  A  rebellion  there  amid  stories  of  abuse  and  corruption  led  to  his 
ultimate  downfall,  and  he  died  in  1506  still  attempting  to  regain  his  privileges. 

The  World’s  Columbian  Exposition,  as  the  great  fair  would  be  called,  was  organized  on  April  9, 
1890.  On  the  25th,  Congress  awarded  the  burgeoning  city  of  Chicago  the  honor  of  hosting  this  event 
in  1892,  beating  out  New  York  City,  St.  Louis,  and  Washington,  D.C.  The  Windy  City  selected  an 
undeveloped  lakefront  property  of  686  acres  on  which  to  build  the  exposition’s  landscape  and  structures. 
Today  known  as  Jackson  Park,  this  site  overlooks  vast  Lake  Michigan.  Dedication  of  the  grounds 
occurred  on  October  12,  1892,  by  which  time  it  was  obvious  that  the  fair  wouldn’t  open  until  the 
following  year.  It  debuted  amid  much  hoopla  on  May  1,  1893,  with  President  of  the  United  States 
Grover  Cleveland  doing  the  honors.  Unquestionably  the  greatest  world’s  fair  held  to  that  time,  some 
25,000,000  visitors  passed  through  its  gates  before  they  were  closed  in  the  fall  and  the  buildings 
demolished.  An  unprecedented  display  of  art  objects  were  on  exhibit,  many  of  them  commissioned 
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specifically  for  the  fair,  and  this  prompted  renowned  sculptor  Augustus  Saint-Gaudens  to  remark  “Do 
you  realize  that  this  is  the  greatest  meeting  of  artists  since  the  fifteenth  century?” 

To  celebrate  Columbus’  discovery  and  the  exposition  itself,  a  bill  was  passed  on  August  5,  1892, 
which  authorized  the  coining  of  not  more  than  5,000,000  commemorative  half  dollars.  These  coins  were 
to  be  designed  by  sculptor  U.  S.  J.  Dunbar,  who  prepared  a  plaster  model  of  the  Columbus  obverse  based 
on  a  1512  portrait  painted  by  Lorenzo  Lotto.  As  he  would  so  often  whenever  outside  artists  were 
commissioned  to  design  coins  and  medals,  the  U.S.  Mint’s  Chief  Engraver,  Charles  Barber,  managed  to 
derail  the  Dunbar  train  and  secure  the  project  for  himself.  Barber’s  portrait  of  Columbus  was  allegedly 
based  on  Olin  L.  Warner’s  bust  of  the  navigator,  which  now  resides  in  the  Chicago  Historical  Society. 
This  in  turn  had  several  European  antecedents.  None  can  be  considered  an  accurate  depiction  of 
Columbus,  as  there  are  no  known  portraits  of  him  made  from  life.  Irascible  as  always,  Barber  clashed 
with  the  Exposition’s  Board  of  Managers  over  the  reverse  as  well.  He  favored  his  own  concept  of  the 
Western  Hemisphere  covering  the  entire  reverse,  but  the  Board  was  pressing  for  a  depiction  of  Columbus’ 
flagship  Santa  Maria  poised  over  two  hemispheres  representing  both  Old  and  New  Worlds.  Proclaiming 
their  design  uncoinable,  he  retreated  from  further  involvement  with  the  half  dollar’s  reverse,  instead 
delegating  it  to  Assistant  Engraver,  George  T.  Morgan.  From  that  point  onward,  the  work  proceeded 
quickly.  The  first  coins  were  struck  on  November  19,  1892,  bearing  that  year  of  coinage.  Additional 
pieces  were  minted  later  with  the  date  1893. 

The  World’s  Columbian  Exposition  half  dollar  depicts  on  its  obverse  a  right-facing  portrait  of 
Columbus.  Barber’s  initial  B  is  at  the  truncation  of  the  bust.  Around  the  periphery,  separated  by  stars, 
are  the  legends  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA  and  COLUMBIAN  HALF  DOLLAR.  The  reverse 
features  a  port  view  of  the  Santa  Maria,  based  on  a  replica  commissioned  by  Spain.  Below  are  two 
hemispheres  flanked  by  the  date  14  92.  The  actual  date  of  coinage  appears  below,  either  1892  or  1893. 
Separated  from  it  by  stars  is  the  peripheral  inscription  WORLD’S  COLUMBIAN  EXPOSITION 
CHICAGO.  Morgan’s  initial  is  cleverly  hidden  within  the  rigging  of  the  ship,  at  the  lower  right  of  the 
mainsail. 

The  coins  were  almost  universally  panned  by  both  the  press  and  the  numismatic  community. 
Columbus  was  said  to  resemble  either  Daniel  Webster,  Henry  Ward  Beecher,  or  William  Gladstone.  The 
reverse  in  particular  became  the  butt  of  jokes  about  the  “ship  on  wheels.”  It  seemed  that  nearly  everyone 
had  an  opinion  of  some  sort,  the  value  of  which  varied  widely.  This  set  a  precedent  for  many 
commemoratives  to  come. 

The  mintage  for  1892  was  950,000  pieces.  This  figure  includes  103  coins  struck  in  brilliant  proof 
and  an  unknown  quantity  of  assay  coins.  All  were  apparently  distributed,  and  it's  not  known  whether 
the  assay  coins  were  actually  melted.  Some  4,052,105  half  dollars  were  coined  with  the  date  1893, 
including  2,105  reserved  for  assay  and  presumably  destroyed.  With  all  of  the  competing  souvenirs 
offered  during  that  depression  year,  sales  at  the  price  of  one  dollar  apiece  were  less  than  stellar,  and  a 
total  of  2,501,700  coins  dated  1893  were  returned  for  melting.  The  net  mintage  of  1,548,300  includes 
many  coins  which  were  being  held  by  banks  as  security  against  loans  made  to  the  Exposition.  When  the 
sponsors  of  the  fair  were  unable  to  repay  these  loans,  the  coins  were  released  into  general  circulation 
around  1895.  Halves  dated  1892  and  1893  were  apparently  dumped,  as  both  are  common  in  well-worn 
condition.  This  was  not  to  be  the  last  time  that  commemorative  coins  ended  up  in  circulation  because 
of  poor  sales. 

The  first  1892  Columbian  half  dollar  coined  was  sold  to  the  Remington  Typewriter  Company  for 
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$10,000.  This  publicity  stunt  received  broad  coverage.  The  remainder  of  the  first  one  hundred  coins 
were,  like  this  one,  brilliant  proofs.  These  were  not  sold  to  the  public  but  rather  were  presented  to 
various  dignitaries  and  officials  of  the  exposition.  Also  coined  as  proofs  were  the  400th,  1492nd,  and 
1892nd  pieces  made,  a  practice  repeated  with  the  Isabella  quarter  coined  for  this  fair.  All  proofs  are  very 
rare  today  and  are  seldom  offered  for  sale.  Some  regular  strikes  have  prooflike  qualities,  and  while  these 
may  bring  a  premium  for  their  attractiveness,  they  are  not  to  be  confused  with  true  proofs. 

Columbian  half  dollars  of  either  date  are  readily  available  in  circulated  grades  and  may  also  be 
found  in  grades  MS-60  through  MS-63.  Coins  in  MS-64  and  above  are  quite  elusive,  as  many  examples 
of  this  issue  were  sold  to  the  general  public  rather  than  to  numismatists  who  cared  for  them  properly. 
The  first  points  to  show  wear  are  Columbus’  eyebrow,  cheek,  and  the  hair  behind  his  forehead  and  jaw. 
On  the  reverse,  check  the  foresail  and  mainsail,  as  well  as  the  right  side  of  the  Eastern  Hemisphere. 


COLUMBIAN  EXPOSITION  QUARTER  DOLLAR 


In  an  age  that  witnessed  the  first  skyscrapers,  inter-city  telephone  service,  and  moving  pictures, 
the  magnificent  1893  Chicago  World’s  Fair  was  a  fitting  tribute  to  the  progress  America  had  made  and 
the  seemingly  unlimited  promise  of  its  future.  Dubbed  the  Columbian  Exposition  in  commemoration  of 
the  400th  anniversary  of  Columbus’  voyage,  the  fair’s  sparkling  buildings,  wide  lagoons,  and  massive 
boulevards  thrilled  over  twenty-five  million  visitors  with  idealized  images  of  a  utopian  American  city. 
During  its  short,  six-month  run,  the  fair  was  replete  with  marvelous  exhibits  of  art,  industry,  and  science. 
The  first  “three-rail”  elevated  railroad,  the  huge  Ferris  wheel,  Edison’s  Kinetoscope,  and  the  mile-long 
midway  with  exotic  sights  such  as  South  Sea  “cannibals,”  medieval  villages,  and  Egyptian  belly-dancers 
awed  the  throngs  of  visitors  who  poured  in  from  all  over  the  world.  Scheduled  to  open  in  the  fall  of 
1892  but  delayed  because  many  exhibits  were  still  incomplete,  the  Exposition  received  its  first  visitors 
on  May  1,  1893,  when  President  Grover  Cleveland  ceremonially  opened  the  gleaming,  electrified  “White 
City”  to  over  150,000  cheering  onlookers. 

The  Exposition  would  play  a  part  in  a  new  role  for  women,  one  in  which  they  had  an  active  voice 
in  the  administration  and  presentation  of  exhibits  dealing  with  “female  interests.”  Women’s  suffrage 
advocate  Susan  B.  Anthony  had  passionately  petitioned  both  houses  of  Congress  for  a  “Board  of  Lady 
Managers”  to  oversee  and  coordinate  women’s  activities  and  exhibits  at  the  fair.  Congress  went  along, 
appropriating  funds  for  a  Women’s  Building  and  related  expenses  in  the  Sundry  Civil  Appropriation  Law 
of  March  3,  1893.  The  newly  appointed  Chairperson  of  the  Board  of  Lady  Managers,  Mrs.  Potter 
Palmer,  following  the  lead  of  the  souvenir  Columbian  Exposition  commemorative  half  dollar,  lobbied  the 
Appropriations  Committee  to  authorize  that  $10,000  of  the  allotted  money  be  in  the  form  of  40,000 
commemorative  quarters.  In  keeping  with  the  all-female  theme,  Mrs.  Palmer,  the  acknowledged  “Grande 
Dame”  of  Chicago  society  and  the  wife  of  the  hotel  tycoon  who  owned  the  exclusive  Palmer  House, 
insisted  on  a  female  likeness  on  the  coin,  fittingly  that  of  Queen  Isabella  of  Spain,  Columbus’  benefactor. 

On  March  17,  1893,  Mint  Director  Edward  O.  Leech  advised  the  Board  of  Lady  Managers  to 
forward  an  image  of  the  Spanish  Queen,  thereby  saving  time  and  funds.  Reportedly,  Susan  B.  Anthony 
advised  Mrs.  Palmer  to  ignore  the  Mint  Director  because  there  was  no  female  engraver  at  the  Mint.  The 
Board  had  succeeded  in  having  a  woman  design  the  Women’s  Building  and  wished  to  maintain  all  female 
input  in  the  design  of  the  coin.  Mrs.  Palmer  selected  Caroline  Peddle,  a  New  York  artist  and  student 
of  famed  sculptor  Augustus  Saint-Gaudens,  to  create  designs.  By  ignoring  and  sidestepping  the 
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professional  territorial  Chief  Engraver  Charles  Barber,  Mrs.  Palmer  lost  all  chance  of  having  Peddle’s 
sketches  approved.  Ultimately  Barber  prepared  the  models  and  dies  for  the  new  coin  himself,  apparently 
from  sketches  by  the  artist  Kenyon  Cox,  who  had  painted  several  murals  and  illustrations  at  the  fair. 

Barber  s  obverse  design  portrays  a  fanciful  portrait  of  the  crowned  bust  of  a  young  Queen 
Isabella.  The  legend  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA  surrounds  the  bust,  and  the  date  (1893)  is 
located  in  the  right  field.  The  reverse  design,  symbolizing  what  was  then  thought  to  be  a  women’s  major 
industry,  depicts  a  kneeling  woman,  grasping  in  her  left  hand  a  distaff'  used  for  holding  flax  or  wool  for 
spinning,  while  holding  a  spindle  in  her  right  hand.  Encircling  the  inner  border  is  the  inscription 
BOARD  OF  LADY  MANAGERS  and  COLUMBIAN  QUAR.  DOL. 

The  Philadelphia  Mint  started  production  of  the  40,000  coins  on  June  13,  1893.  The  authorizing 
legislation  provided  that  a  majority  of  the  silver  used  to  strike  the  issue  was  to  be  melted  from  outdated, 
subsidiary  Seated  Liberty  coinage.  Just  like  the  Columbian  half-dollar  issue,  the  400th,  1492nd,  and 
1892nd  coins  were  all  double-struck  proofs.  These  special  coins  were  documented  by  the  Mint  and  sent 
to  the  Board  of  Lady  Managers  in  Chicago.  The  400th  coin  was  symbolic  of  the  time  between  the  year 
of  discovery  (1492)  and  the  anniversary  year  (1892).  Experts  believe  that  as  few  as  40  and  as  many  as 
103  proof  coins  were  struck.  Many  prooflike  early  business  strikes  are  mistaken  for  genuine  proofs,  but 
in  addition  to  wire  rims,  square  edges,  and  prooflike  surfaces,  authentic  proofs  must  show  evidence  of 
being  struck  with  two  or  more  blows  from  the  coining  press. 

Only  a  small  quantity  of  the  quarters  were  sold  at  the  Women’s  Building  on  the  Exposition 
grounds  at  $1  per  coin.  According  to  recollections  of  those  who  visited  the  fair,  the  Columbian  half 
dollar  at  $1  was  a  better  buy  than  the  Isabella  quarter  offered  for  the  same  price.  Souvenir  buyers  felt 
that  they  would  rather  get  50  cents  back  for  their  dollar  instead  of  25  cents.  The  public  and  dealers 
purchased  only  about  15,000  of  the  quarters,  mostly  through  the  mails.  Mrs.  Palmer  and  her  associates 
later  purchased  10,000  pieces  at  face  value.  Some  of  these  sold  for  as  little  as  35  cents  after  the  fair 
closed,  and  the  rest  were  ultimately  parceled  out  via  coin  dealers  and  others  over  the  next  35  years. 
Unfortunately,  15,809  pieces  were  returned  to  the  Mint  to  be  “reincarnated”  into  future  silver  coinage, 
leaving  a  net  mintage,  including  proofs,  of  24,191  pieces. 

Surfaces  for  this  issue  will  run  the  gamut  from  deep  mirror  prooflike  to  dull  and  satiny.  On  the 
obverse,  wear  first  shows  in  the  area  of  the  crown’s  central  oval  jewel  and  on  Isabella’s  cheek.  Reverse 
wear  will  first  be  noted  on  the  strand  of  wool  resting  on  the  kneeling  spinner’s  thigh.  Due  to  die  wear, 
raised  or  sharp  definition  of  the  strand  of  wool  is  not  the  norm.  This  area  can  display  a  slight  weakness 
of  strike,  which  is  par  for  the  design  and  should  not  be  labeled  wear.  Currently,  no  counterfeit  examples 
of  this  issue  are  known  to  exist. 

This  very  popular  commemorative,  the  only  one  of  its  denomination  (excluding  the  Washington 
quarter,  which  was  intended  to  be  a  commemorative  but  became  a  regular  series),  is  also  the  first  U.S. 
coin  to  portray  a  particular  individual  and  is  the  only  one  to  depict  a  woman  on  both  sides.  It  is  not  too 
difficult  to  locate  in  any  grade  from  XF  to  gem  uncirculated,  but  proofs  are  quite  rare  in  any  condition. 
Sought  after  as  part  of  the  commemorative  series  and  often  as  a  ’’type”  quarter,  Isabellas  continue  to 
enjoy  strong  collector  demand. 
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LAFAYETTE  -  PARIS  EXPOSITION  SILVER  DOLLAR 


The  renowned  18th-century  French  nobleman,  the  Marquis  de  Lafayette,  has  occupied  a  special 
place  in  the  hearts  of  Americans  for  over  200  years.  Born  in  1757  to  wealth  and  privilege,  at  the  age 
of  twenty  he  w  illingly  sacrificed  all  in  support  of  the  American  revolutionary  cause.  Defying  his  family 
and  the  French  authorities,  in  1777  he  crossed  the  Atlantic  with  about  a  dozen  men  to  offer  his  services 
to  the  Continental  Congress.  With  the  assistance  of  Benjamin  Franklin,  then  ambassador  to  France, 
Lafayette  secured  a  commission  as  a  Major  General  in  the  Continental  Army.  Serving  bravely  and 
unfailingly  at  Brandywine,  Valley  Forge,  and  Yorktown,  Lafayette  soon  formed  a  singular  relationship 
with  his  Commander  in  Chief,  General  George  Washington.  The  two  men  achieved  a  lasting  bond 
usually  reserved  for  a  father  and  son. 

Lafayette’s  Revolutionary  War  exploits  and  his  effort  in  inducing  the  French  government  to  sign 
a  treaty  of  alliance  with  the  colonies  in  1778  earned  him  enduring  fame  and  respect  on  both  sides  of  the 
Atlantic.  In  1784  the  State  of  Maryland  bestowed  citizenship  upon  Lafayette  and  his  descendants  (one 
descendant  invoked  this  privilege  in  1934),  and  in  1824,  w'hile  on  a  grand  tour  of  the  United  States 
accompanied  by  his  son  George  Washington  Lafayette,  Congress  bestowed  on  him  the  ultimate  American 
gift  for  a  retired  hero,  land  in  Florida  and  $200,000  in  cash.  America’s  friendship  with  France  would 
remain  steadfast  from  that  time  forward,  and  in  1886  France  expressed  the  depth  of  this  special 
relationship  with  its  gift  to  the  United  States  of  the  Statue  of  Liberty. 

When  the  United  States  was  invited  to  participate  in  the  Paris  Exposition  of  1900,  Lafayette  was 
still  very  much  a  part  of  the  American  psyche.  The  U.S.  thought  a  fitting  contribution  would  be  a 
monument  to  the  Revolutionary  War  hero  for  the  city  of  Paris.  It  was  decided  that  a  statue  of  Lafayette 
on  horseback  would  be  sculpted  by  Paul  Wayland  Bartlett  and  displayed  at  the  Exposition.  A  novel  and 
educational  approach  was  used  to  raise  funds  for  the  statue:  School  children  from  all  over  the  nation 
contributed  small  change  to  the  Lafayette  Monument  Fund.  Raising  nearly  $50,000  during  the  campaign, 
they  also  learned  much  about  the  Revolutionary  War  and  the  part  played  by  General  Lafayette.  More 
money  was  to  come  from  the  sale,  at  $2  each,  of  the  50,000  Lafayette  commemorative  dollar  coins 
authorized  by  Congress  on  March  3,  1899.  The  Lafayette  Memorial  Commission  originally  requested 
that  100,000  half  dollars  be  minted,  but  it  later  decided  that  dollars  would  make  better  souvenirs. 
Congress  intended  that  the  coins  would  honor  not  only  the  Paris  Exposition  and  Lafayette  but  also  the 
centennial  of  George  Washington’s  death.  As  it  turned  out,  all  of  the  Lafayette  dollars  were  struck  in 
a  single  day,  December  14,  1899,  exactly  100  years  to  the  day  after  Washington’s  final  hours. 

Die  preparation  for  the  coin  fell  to  the  Mint’s  Chief  Engraver,  Charles  E.  Barber.  Barber’s 
typical  lack  of  creative  artistry  undoubtedly  played  a  part  in  his  selection  of  the  motif:  His  obverse  bore 
a  striking  similarity  to  a  design  fashioned  in  1881  by  medalist  Peter  L.  Krider  for  the  Yorktown 
Centennial  medal.  It  features  conjoined  busts  of  Washington  and  Lafayette  and  has  its  roots  in  even 
earlier  creations.  Washington’s  likeness  was  borrowed  from  a  bust  by  Jean  Antoine  Houdon  created  in 
1785,  the  same  bust  later  used  by  John  Flanagan  as  inspiration  for  his  Washington  quarter  of  1932. 
Lafayette’s  portrait  was  taken  from  an  1824  French  medal  by  Caunois.  On  the  Lafayette  dollar  the 
legend  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA  arcs  above  the  busts  at  the  rim,  and  the  inscription 
LAFAYETTE  DOLLAR  arcs  at  the  border  below. 

Barber’s  reverse  design  depicts  Bartlett’s  statue  of  Lafayette  but  as  it  appeared  in  the  proposed 
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plaster  model.  A  number  of  changes  were  subsequently  made  to  the  bronze  statue,  which  in  1908  was 
placed  in  the  Place  du  Carrousel,  adjacent  to  the  Louvre.  On  the  Lafayette  dollar  Bartlett's  name  appears 
on  the  base  of  the  statue.  Encircling  the  border  is  the  inscription  ERECTED  BY  THE  YOUTH  OF  THE 
UNITED  STATES  IN  HONOR  OF  GEN  LAFAYETTE  PARIS  1900.  Although  the  date  1900  appears 
as  pail  of  the  inscription,  the  coin  was  minted  in  1899.  Treasury  officials  sidestepped  regulations  which 
prohibited  using  a  date  other  than  the  date  of  coinage  by  declaring  that  “1900”  was  part  of  the  legend 
and  referred  only  to  the  year  of  the  Paris  Exposition.  Technically  this  coin  is  not  dated. 

The  Philadelphia  Mint  struck  50,000  Lafayette  dollars,  along  with  26  additional  pieces  reserved 
for  assay.  Research  has  uncovered  five  different  die  varieties,  from  a  combination  of  three  obverse  and 
four  reverse  dies.  Collectors  have  shown  little  enthusiasm  for  the  rarer  die  combinations,  however, 
preventing  any  great  pricing  differential.  Noted  commemorative  specialist  Anthony  Swiatek  reports  the 
existence  of  at  least  one  brilliant  proof,  said  to  be  one  of  ten  such  pieces  struck. 

The  Lafayette  Commission  refused  an  offer  of  $5,000  for  the  first  coin  to  leave  the  dies:  That 
first  strike  had  already  been  earmarked  for  delivery  to  President  McKinley,  who  planned  to  present  it  to 
President  Loubet  of  France.  Encased  in  an  elaborate  chest  costing  an  astonishing  $1,000,  the  coin  was 
shipped  across  the  Atlantic  on  the  S.  S.  Champagne.  It  was  delivered  to  the  French  President  on 
March  3,  1900,  in  a  special  ceremony  held  in  the  Elysee  Palace. 

Lafayette  dollars  proved  to  be  slow  sellers.  After  the  Exposition  and  for  a  number  of  years  later, 
they  were  readily  available  at  less  than  the  $2  issue  price,  often  for  just  above  face  value.  Many  ended 
up  in  circulation.  Ultimately,  14,000  pieces  remained  unsold  and  were  returned  to  the  Mint  where  they 
were  stored,  unknown  to  collectors,  for  almost  45  years.  Sometime  in  1945,  they  were  melted  into 
bullion. 


Although  commemorative  coins  were  never  intended  to  circulate,  many  non-numismatists  (who 
made  up  the  bulk  of  the  initial  buyers  of  the  Lafayette  issue)  often  enjoyed  polishing  their  treasures  or 
using  them  as  pocket  pieces.  The  large,  heavy  dollars  easily  acquired  contact  marks  and  abrasions  and 
frequently  suffered  abuse  from  actual  wear,  as  the  coins’  low  collector  value  caused  many  to  enter  the 
channels  of  commerce.  As  a  result,  relatively  few  choice  examples  survive.  Most  specimens  encountered 
will  range  from  AU  to  the  lower  levels  of  Mint  State.  Such  pieces  will  often  appear  dull  and  lackluster. 
Higher-grade  examples,  particularly  MS-65  and  above,  are  especially  elusive.  Truly  uncirculated 
specimens  will  exhibit  bright  to  dull  satiny  surfaces,  although  some  semi-prooflike  pieces  do  exist. 
Evidence  of  wear  first  appears  on  Washington’s  cheekbone  and  on  Lafayette’s  lower  curls.  On  the 
reverse,  check  the  highest  points  of  the  design— the  boot,  thigh,  and  rear  leg  of  the  horse.  These  areas 
often  come  weakly  struck  and  are  prone  to  bag  marks,  cuts,  and  abrasions.  Forgeries  exist.  Known 
counterfeits  have  grainy  surfaces  and  exhibit  raised  spikes  or  tooling  marks  above  the  words  STATES 
and  THE  in  the  inscription.  Check  also  for  similar  tooling  marks  on  the  reverse,  below  the  letter  “L’ 
of  Lafayette. 

Today,  in  marked  contrast  to  when  it  was  issued,  the  Lafayette  dollar  is  actively  sought  by  type 
collectors,  dollar  collectors,  and,  of  course,  those  assembling  sets  of  U.S.  commemorative  coins.  As  the 
first  commemorative  dollar,  the  first  officially  issued  coin  to  depict  a  former  President  and  the  first  coin 
to  show  the  same  person  (Lafayette)  on  both  sides,  the  Lafayette  dollar  will  always  hold  a  unique  place 
in  numismatics. 
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*  *  * 


(Editor’s  Note:  /  personally  enjoyed  reading  or  rereading  some  of  the  facts  pertaining  to  the  first 
three  commemorative  coins,  especially  since  they  appear  on  the  cover  of  every  issue  of  our  journal.  It 
should  be  noted  that  some  of  the  articles  were  written  by  others  who  prefer  to  remain  anonymous,  so  this 
series— and  I  hope  ensuing  material  of  this  nature  that  Dave  may  send  to  me— is  simply  credited  to  NGC 
PHOTO  PROOP “.  We  can  never  be  too  educated  about  commemoratives,  and  it  is  interesting  to  see  the 
significance  placed  by  various  researchers  on  the  events  that  precipitated  the  issuance  and  design  of  the 
various  coins.  I  truly  appreciate  Dave’s  contribution  and  that  of  members  Mark  Salzberg  (R-0388,  NJ) 
and  John  Albanese  (R-1954,  NJ).) 


*  *  * 


NOTE 


For  those  members  who  have  asked  why  they  have  not  as  yet  received  their  membership  cards 
for  the  current  year,  I  wish  to  advise  our  Society’s  secretary,  Jane  E.  Benson  (R-1869,  VA),  will  be 
sending  them  out  as  soon  as  her  very  busy  schedule  permits. 

Please  be  patient,  as  I  know  Jane  is  doing  her  best  to  cope  with  her  many  parental,  professional, 
and  volunteer  commitments. 

Thank  you! 


*  *  * 
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1946  IOWA  STATEHOOD  CENTENNIAL 
COMMEMORATIVE  HALF  DOLLAR:  Part  Twenty-five 


Half  Dollar:  Urgency  and  Secrecy 


by  Michael  S.  Turrini  (LM-031,  CA) 


Dedication:  This  twenty-fifth  article,  this  silver  jubilee  article,  is  dedicated  to  a  most  esteemed 
and  exemplary  fellow  coin  hobbyist  and  advocate  of  youth  numismatics,  Lee  H.  Gong  ( R-1777 ,  CA),  of 
Santa  Rosa,  California.  Lee  is  an  avid  and  active  booster  and  contributor  to  the  Redwood  Empire  Coin 
Club  of  that  city  as  well  as  CONECA  (Combined  Organizations  of  Numismatic  Error  Collectors  of 
America),  a  life  member  of  the  American  Numismatic  Association,  and  other  organizations.  In  respect 
and  recognition  to  your  far  superior  service  to  our  beloved  hobby,  THANKS,  Lee. 


,  Carrying  on  this  mini-series  stress  about  the  coin  itself,  the  point  in  the  “saga”  has  now  arrived 
to  investigate  the  development  and  decision  process,  with  the  pressures  behind,  that  produced  what  was 
minted  as  the  1946  Iowa  Statehood  Centennial  Commemorative  Half  Dollar.1 

The  two  immediate  previous  articles  have  reviewed  the  Old  Stone  Capitol,  the  motif  on  the 
obverse,  and  the  eagle’s  portrayal  on  the  reverse  along  with  Adam  Pietz’s  (1873-1961)  choice  as  the  coin 
designer.2  Refer  to  The  Commemorative  Trail,  Volume  14  -  #1  &  #2. 

Through  the  months  and  weeks  after  August  8,  1946,  the  date  legislation  that  authorized  this  half 
dollar  had  been  approved,  the  pressing  influence  was  “time.”  Even  a  cursory  skimming  of  the  copious 
Ralph  Evans  (1896-1973)  files3  or  Q.  David  Bowers’  monumental  Commemorative  Coins  of  the  United 
States:  A  Complete  Encyclopedia  will  substantiate  this  entreating  factor. 

Even  though  many  coin  hobbyists  along  with  non-coin  hobbyists  and  the  general  public  are  remote 
from  the  actual  minting  technicalities  and  process,  those  who  do  have  expertise  about  coining  and  minting 
will  acknowledge  time,  measured  in  weeks  and  months,  is  demanded  to  progress  ideas  and  rough  sketches 
to  coinage  dies  and  minting.  This  should  not  be  overlooked. 

This  author  has  in  his  research  much  if  not  all  the  written  exchanges— letters,  notes,  telegraphs. 


'This  present  article  explores  two  additional  factors  that  were  the  background  to  the  halt  dollar  s  design  process 
and  minting.  Readers  are  welcomed  to  reread  prior  immediate  articles.  For  convenience  footnotes  have  been 
restricted  to  major  aspects  and  significant  lengthy  direct  quotations. 

2The  Commemorative  Trail ,  Volume  14-  #4 

3Correctly  cited  “Iowa  Centennial  Celebration  Papers  1946."  Housed  at  the  University  ot  Iowa,  Iowa  (  ity. 
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and  such  between  the  principal  participants,  even  those  who  were  on  the  periphery— with  this  half  dollar. 
From  all  this  accumulation,  it  can  be  straightaway  verified  that  “time”  prevented  other  serious  thoughts 
and  suggestions  to  challenge  what  was  actually  coined.  Along  with  “time,”  there  was  another  obsession: 
“secrecy.” 

Why?  Readers  are  invited  to  reread  or  refer  to  the  twenty-second  article  (The  Commemorative 
Trail ,  Volume  13  -  #4)  in  this  series,  “Of  Whatever  Design,”  which  reviewed  Richard  H.  Kraemer’s 
(1929-1961)  youthful  submission  of  a  proposed  half  dollar  design.  It  was  noted  in  that  article  that  the 
paralleling  commemorative  3C  stamp,  Scott  #942,  had  also  been  issued  by  the  Post  Office  for  Iowa’s 
Statehood  Centennial.  Further,  it  was  noted,  and  it  is  reiterated  here,  that  the  inconsequential  3C  postage 
stamp  ignited  much  in  consternation  and  controversy,  creating  an  alarming  disruption  and  problem  for 
Ralph  Evans;  his  loyal  associate,  Edith  Wasson  McElroy  (1887-1975);  and  the  then  Iowa  Centennial 
Committee. 

As  was  stated  in  that  twenty-second  article,  an  entire  series— book,  if  you  prefer— might  well  be 
written  about  this  3C  postage  stamp.  Needless  to  say,  the  coin  is  the  subject,  not  the  stamp;  yet  the  stamp 
would  haunt  the  coin. 

For  example,  Ralph  Evans  responded  in  a  telegram  dated  September  7,  1946,  to  a  Ralph  E. 
Young,  a  news  correspondent  based  in  Washington,  D.C.,  for  the  Des  Moines  radio  station,  WHO,  that 
“any  publicity  right  now  may  create  confusion  and  delay  and  time  element  is  most  important  factor. 
Letter  follows.”4  Evans  began  his  telegram  quite  bluntly:  “Earnestly  hope  and  urgently  request  no 
publicity  be  given  to  coin  situation  at  this  time.”5 

Evans  did  follow  with  a  letter  of  the  same  date,  September  7,  1946,  explaining  and  emphasizing 
the  pertinent  pressures. 

First,  Time.  “The  time  element  is  very  short,  and  no  delay  must  occur  if  actual  minting  of  the 
coins  is  to  be  accomplished  this  year  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  bill  enacted.”6  This  was 
a  legal  stipulation  of  HR2377. 

Second,  Authority.  Evans  expressed  that  the  Iowa  Centennial  Committee  had  “delegated  full 
authority  to  our  Sub-Committee,  consisting  of  Mrs.  Dwight  W.  Humeston  at  Albia  [Iowa],  William  J. 
Peterson  at  Iowa  City  and”  Evans  as  the  chairman  “to  get  the  job  done.”7  He  accentuated  “that  the 
procedures  must  be  prompt  and  decisive.”8 

Third,  Publicity.  Evans  persisted  and  complained  “that  no  publicity  be  released  right  now”  but 


JRalph  Evans,  telegram  to  a  Ralph  Young,  September  7,  1946. 
slbid. 

ftRalph  Evans,  letter  to  a  Ralph  Young,  September  7,  1946. 
Ibid. 


'Ibid. 
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found  himself  a  victim  of  such  publicity.  This  awkward  situation  and  balancing  also  perturbed  Mrs. 
McElroy,  as  the  Executive  Secretary  of  the  Iowa  Centennial  Committee,  had  reporters— the  “boys"  to 
her— telephoning  or  visiting  wanting  news. 

The  most  expressive  statement  in  Evans’  two-page  letter  is  about  the  stamp.  He  observed  that 
when  “the  story  on  the  stamp"  was  released  “we  were  literally  deluged  with  correspondence  suggesting 
various  designs,  etc.,  and  our  Committee  is  very  hopeful  that  a  similar  situation  will  not  develop  with 
respect  to  the  coin.  There  must  be  no  confusion  or  delay  if  the  coin  is  to  be  minted  within  the  time 
limitation.”10  Thus  the  ultimatum  for  secrecy. 

This  paranoia  about  publicity  was  intense.  When  Mrs.  McElroy  received  an  inquiry  that  an 
unnamed  New  York  City  “advertising  company"  had  “been  asked  by  Life  magazine  to  make  up  a  four- 
color  feature  for  that  magazine  on  Iowa’s  coin,11  Evans  telephoned  her  and  said  “no,”  penciling  his 
notation  on  her  letter  to  him  “no  publicity  now.”12 

For  her,  being  the  contact  for  the  entire  Iowa  Centennial  Committee,  the  situation  must  have  been 
irritating.  She,  in  an  August  27,  1946,  letter  updating  Evans,  noted  “reporters  call  all  the  time  and  want 
to  know  what  the  Committee  is  doing,  but  I  have  been  very  hesitant  about  saying  anything.”13 

Regardless  of  who  telephoned,  wrote,  or  asked,  Ralph  Evans  remained  adamant.  He  even 
entreated  Governor  Robert  D.  Blue  (1989-1991)  not  to  issue  any  publicity.  In  a  comprehensive  letter 
copying  and  updating  much  of  the  exchanges  about  this  half  dollar  for  Governor  Blue,  Evans  implored 
that  “no  publicity  should  be  given... until  the  coin  is  ready  for  minting,”  regardless  of  the  “considerable 
interest  throughout  the  State  with  respect  to  this  commemorative  coin.”14 

An  interesting  and  informative  side  bar  to  this  urgency  and  secrecy  as  well  as  the  design  was 
found  among  Evans’  papers:  a  two-page  memo  from  a  Sam  Tucker,  who  was  denoted  as  “acting  news 
correspondent  at  Washington  DC  for  radio  station  WHO,”  addressed  to  a  “Jack  Shelley,  News  Editor, 
WHO,  Des  Moines,”  dated  August  17,  1946. 13 

Apparently,  having  learned  that  legislation  might  be  approved,  WHO  directed  Mr.  Tucker  to 


9Ihid. 


1 °Ibid . 


"Edith  Wasson  McElroy,  letter  to  Ralph  Evans,  September  2,  1946. 

l2Apparently,  Evans,  who  usually  communicated  via  the  mail,  telephoned  Mrs.  McElroy  and  “explained  why,' 
his  words  penciled  on  her  letter. 

13Edith  Wasson  McElroy,  letter  to  Ralph  Evans,  August  27,  1946.  Evans  penciled  on  her  letter  that  he 
“personally  explained  situation”  to  her  on  “September  16,  1946.” 

l4Ralph  Evans,  letter  to  Governor  Blue,  September  5,  1946. 

l5Evans  filed,  as  would  be  understood,  his  papers  and  correspondence  chronologically  with  earliest  dates  first. 
This  exchange  from  Sam  Tucker  was  addressed  to  Jack  Shelley,  with  both  original  and  a  typed  draft  sent  to  Evans. 
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investigate.  He  contacted  both  Representative  Karl  LeCompte’s  (1887-1972)  office,  remembering  that 
Representative  LeCompte  had  proposed  HR2377,  and  a  “Mr.  Walton,  technician  of  the  Mint.” 

Although  informative  and  interesting,  his  response,  typed  on  the  letterhead  of  El  Mundo ,  then  a 
Puerto  Rican  daily  newspaper,  repeats  much  that  has  already  been  stated  throughout  this  series. 

Mr.  Tucker  learned  that  only  “an  expert  craftsman  (of  whom  there  are  very  few)”  can  prepare 
“a  master  die,  out  of  steel”  at  a  cost  of  $400.00.  Further,  the  “actual  stamping  dies”  will  be 
manufactured  “at  Government  expense”  and  that  “eight  weeks  are  required  to  make  these  working  dies.” 
He  ends  about  the  coin  designer  informing  “if  you  can’t  put  your  finger  on  one  in  a  week,  however,  you 
had  better  ask  the  Bureau  of  the  Mint,  and  take  their  appointee.”16 

Sam  Tucker  stated  that  there  was  “unusual  interest  shown  in  the  Iowa  coin,  by  reason  of  limited 
issue  and  possibility  it  may  be  the  last  of  its  kind,  suggests  an  opportunity  for  sell-out  at  fairly  high  price 
and  handsome  profit  for  the  Commission.”17  Very  prophetic  and  accurate  words. 

Two  further  provocative  points  discovered  by  Mr.  Tucker  were  that  time  prevented  a  contest  “for 
a  winning  design.  The  very  short  time  allowance  in  this  case  seems  to  argue  against  this  method”18  and 
that  there  would  be  differing  intentions  between  the  Mint  and  the  Federal  Fine  Arts  Commission:  “The 
Mint  is  interested  in  height  of  relief  work,  conformity  with  coinage  regulations,  protection  against 
counterfeiting.  Fine  Arts  is  interested  in  worthy  appearance  and  dignity  of  the  medal  [sic.].”19 

He  did  issue  a  one-page  news  release  derived  from  his  investigation,  and  Mr.  Shelley  copied  both, 
memo  and  release,  to  Evans.  Refer  to  Figure  1.  Note  that  several  passages  are  underlined  at  the  end: 
the  time  factor  and  the  possible  charge. 

Strangely,  there  has  not  been  located  by  this  author  to  date  any  written  response  by  Evans; 
however,  buried  among  Evans’  papers  was  his  July  24,  1946,  letter  to  the  previously  mentioned  Ralph 
Young— which  had  some  very  personal  contents  and  implied  that  they,  Evans  and  Mr.  Young,  had  known 
each  other  for  some  time— asking  Mr.  Young  to  “send  me  the  dope  as  to  what  steps  will  have  to  be  taken 
when  final  legislative  approval  is  accomplished.”20  So  did  Mr.  Tucker  reply  to  Mr.  Shelley  and  Mr. 
Young  to  Evans?  Maybe  it  is  a  moot  point  because  Evans  was  an  executive  with  WHO,  and  everything 
ultimately  would  be  sent  or  copied  to  him. 

Whatever,  from  that  point  in  time,  August  1946,  and  until  late  November  1946  with  the  initial 
distribution  and  sales,  virtually  no  publicity  would  be  officially  issued. 


l6Sam  Tucker,  memo  to  a  Jack  Shelley,  August  12,  1946.  All  quotations  in  this  paragraph. 

17 Ibid . 

18 Ibid . 

19  Ibid. 

•^Ralph  Evans,  letter  to  a  Ralph  Young,  July  24,  1946.  Note  the  date.  This  letter’s  contents  about  Mr.  Young’s 
health  and  diabetic  condition  seemed  primary  with  Mr.  Evans  suggesting  a  noted  researcher  to  examine  Mr.  Young. 
What  is  most  interesting  is  the  date:  July  24th.  Did  Evans  anticipate  the  approval  of  HR2377? 
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[Note  trom  Editor:  The  copy  of  the  news  release  sent  by  Sam  Tucker  was  too  light  to  reproduce  properly 
in  the  pages  of  our  journal,  so  I  have  copied  it  exactly  as  it  was  printed  except  tor  margins  to  accommodate  the 
pages  of  TCTA 

COPY 

GAWUV57  DPR  COLLECT  NF  WASHINGTON  DC  AUG  12  31  2P 

Coin  collectors  the  country  over  already  are  raining  letters  and  telegrams  upon  the  officials  of  the  United  States 
mint  seeking  to  find  out  when  and  where  they  can  obtain  specimens  of  the  Iowa  Centennial  half  dollar. 

Ordinarily  commemorative  coins  have  proved  a  disappointment  to  the  promoters  according  to  officers  of  the 
mint.  Usually  a  considerable  part  of  the  issue  is  returned  to  the  mint  to  be  melted  down  again  for  regular  coinage. 

However,  when  President  Truman,  in  approving  the  bill  for  the  Iowa  issue,  declared  that  he  would  not  authorize 
any  more  of  this  sort  he  aroused  the  interest  of  all  the  collectors  in  the  country  every  one  of  whom  would  like  to 
have  a  specimen  of  the  last  commemorative  coin  to  be  minted  and  there  is  a  chance  this  may  be  it.  The  limit  of 
one  hundred  thousand  set  by  law  also  influences  the  collector  market. 

The  bureau  of  the  mint  is  planning  to  manufacture  all  of  the  Iowa  Centennial  coins  in  the  Philadelphia  mint. 
It  is  forwarding  the  letters  of  collectors  to  the  Governor’s  office  in  Des  Moines,  because  the  state  government  has 
exclusive  to  designate  who  shall  receive  and  distribute  the  coins.  Inquiries  from  all  over  the  country  are  Hooding 
the  office  of  Congressman  Karl  M.  Le  Compte  of  Corydon,  also  and  these  likewise  will  be  sent  on  to  Des  Moines. 

Officers  of  the  mint  emphasize  that  Iowa  Centennial  Commissioners  will  have  to  act  quickly  in  selecting  an  artist 
and  obtaining  an  approved  design  for  the  coin.  The  mint  requires  eight  weeks  in  which  to  make  stamping  dies. 
That  leaves  little  more  than  two  months  in  which  to  complete  all  preliminaries,  including  the  designing  of  the  coin. 

As  to  the  price  that  may  be  obtained  by  the  Iowa  Commission  to  finance  the  Centennial  observance,  Treasury 
officials  say  that  some  half  dollars  pieces,  especially  desired  by  collectors  have  brought  as  much  as  $7.50  and  even 
$10.00.  At  this  rate  the  Centennial  Commission  would  profit  handsomely  if  the  coinage  issue  is  sold  out. 

Sam  Tucker 

Figure  1. 
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*  *  * 

REMINDER 

IMPORTANT:  The  Society  needs  all  of  its  valued  members  and  new  members  as  well.  Please  do 
your  best  to  assure  our  club  continues  to  be  the  force  it  is  in  the  numismatic  community. 

It  would  be  a  great  asset  to  the  SUSCC  if  every  one  of  our  members  resolved  to  sign  a  new  member 
in  the  very  near  future.  Our  strength  lies  in  our  members;  with  more  individuals  supporting  our  Society, 
we  will  have  more  submissions  for  our  journal,  more  speakers  for  our  meetings,  and  more  interest  in  our 
favorite  series  of  coias. 

It  is  vital  that  we  all  engage  in  a  major  recruitment  effort  at  this  time.  This  cannot  be  stressed  too 
strongly.  Please  do  your  best  to  assist  all  those  who  are  currently  endeavoring  to  be  involved  in  our  activities. 

Please  reread  “The  President’s  Office”  to  learn  what  you  can  do  to  help  the  Society.  I  don’t  want 
to  belabor  the  point— and  perhaps  I  still  am— but  your  efforts  on  behalf  of  our  club  may  well  determine  the 
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future  of  the  Society. 

I  can  assure  you  our  officers  are  working  to  the  best  of  their  ability  (and  perhaps  beyond!),  but  we 
need  your  cooperation.  Please  do  all  you  can  to  solicit  new  members  and  submit  articles  for  our  journal. 
Your  involvement  and  interest  in  the  Society  are  vital  to  its  existence.  Thank  you! 


*  *  * 


1927  Vermont  Sesquieentennial  Half  Dollar 
(1927  Vermont-Bennington  Half  Dollar) 


The  name  of  William  Hesslein  evokes  memories  good  and  bad  for  various  people.  In  brief,  he 
was  a  successful  (presumably)  dealer  in  Connecticut,  later  moving  to  Boston,  where  he  remained  in 
business,  issuing  price  lists,  running  a  shop,  and  conducting  auction  sales,  until  the  early  1930s,  when 
he  skipped  town  leaving  a  trail  of  creditors  and  disappointed  friends. 


The  following  clipping,  sent  to  me  by  Q.  David  Bowers  (R-0548,  NH),  who  obtained  it  from 
Hank  Spangenberger,  reflects  the  1927  Vermont  half  dollar,  commonly  called  the  “Vermont  Bennington 
half  dollar”  at  the  time.  Presumably  William  Hesslein,  like  many  of  us,  took  some  time  to  remember 
the  change  after  New  Year’s,  and  the  letter  should  be  dated  January  6,  1927— for  1927  is  the  year  when 
the  commemoratives  were  made. 


Boston,  Hass  . 
January  6,  1926. 


Dear  Sir :  - 

Can  offer  you  the  Vermont  Bennington  Half  Dollar  $1.25 
each,  postage  extra,  17^  if  sent  by  registered,  19^  for  2. 
Postage  free  where  4  pieces  are  bought.  There  will  be  a  very 
small  issue,  and  I  should  advise  your  buying  the  quantity  as 
they  will  advance  after  the  issue  is  exhausted. 

Can  also  offer  you  the  Vermont  Medal  of  which  only  400 
will  be  issued  at  $2.50  postage  extra,  which  would  be  19^  if 
sent  by  registered  mail,  or  if  ordered  in  amounts  $5.00  for 
the  Half  Dollars  and  medals,  postage  is  free.  Send  in  your 

order  promptly. 


Very  truly  yours, 

WILLIAM  HESS LB IN 

101  Tremont  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 

WH/A  Address  all  mail  to  P.O.Box  1765  Boston  to  assure 

prompt  delivery. 
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NEW  MEMBERS 


A  big  Welcome!  to  the  following  individual  who  joined  our  dub 
since  the  publication  of  the  Summer  1997  issue  of  The  Trail.  Thanks  is 
certainly  due  to  the  Society  member  who  is  indicated  as  his  proposer. 

Now  is  a  critical  time  for  our  club,  and  all  of  us  should  make  a 
special  effort  to  recruit  new  members.  Please  take  a  few  minutes  to  ask 
friends  or  colleagues  whether  they  too  would  enjoy  being  part  of  the 
Society. 


Bilak,  Richard  P. 


Proposed  by  Robert  L.  Hall 


*  *  * 


DONATIONS 

By  their  extremely  generous  and  thoughtful  donations,  the  following  individuals  have  contributed 
toward  enabling  our  Society  to  provide  members  with  the  “best  buy  in  numismatics”: 

$0.00  to  $24,99 

Hall,  Robert  L. 

Neice,  Garrett  G. 

$50.00  to  $74,99 
Robertson,  D.  Chris 

(Editor’s  Note:  We  are  in  these  members  ’  debts  to  add  to  our  treasury;  we  also  have  to  thank  them  for 
their  continued  support  of  all  our  activities  since  the  formation  of  our  Society’.  Without  their  generosity 
we  would  be  facing  an  assured  dues  increase  because  of  rising  paper,  printing,  and  postage  costs.  Please 
thank  them  in  person  at  the  next  show  or  club  meeting  you  attend.  If  you  know  their  mailing  addresses, 
be  kind  enough  to  write  to  them  to  express  your  gratitude.  I  have  found  a  great  majority  of  our  members 
will  give  the  Society’  that  extra  effort  according  to  either  their  means  or  abilities. 

We  applaud  all  those  whose  actions  contribute  to  the  well-being  and  advancement  of  our  Society’!) 


*  *  * 
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RECOMMENDED  READING 


by  Helen  L.  Carmody  (R-0007,  CA) 

Articles  relating  to  commemorative  coins  and  the  people 
involved  with  them  abounded  in  numismatic  periodicals  since  our  last 
journal.  Even  though  some  of  these  publications  did  not  contain 
articles  relating  to  our  favorite  series  of  coins  during  this  particular 
reporting  period,  they  are  listed  to  remind  members  of  their  value  to 
numismatics.  A  sampling  of  just  some  of  the  features  follows: 

The  Coin  Dealer  Newsletter  Monthly  Supplement,  published  by 
CDN  Inc.,  P.  O.  Box  11099,  Torrance,  CA  90510;  the  weekly 
Greysheet— including  the  Monthly  Supplement  and  Quarterly— is  $54 
for  six  months,  $98  for  one  year,  and  $162  for  two  years;  the  singie- 
copy  price  of  the  Monthly  Supplement  is  $4.  The  CCDN  ( Certified 
Coin  Dealer  newsletter ),  published  weekly,  is  $65  for  six  months, 

$117  for  one  year,  and  $193  for  two  years. 

Coin  World  [P.  O.  Box  150,  Sidney,  OH  45365-0150]  is  published  weekly;  $28  for  one  year  and 
$49  for  two  years:  “Mint  might  sell  canceled  coin  dies,”  “Collectors  wonder  what  will  go  into  annual 
sets  if  statehood  coins  get  OK,”  “Guest  Commentary:  Rush  to  attain  each  commem  a  joke,”  “Higher 
standards  focus  of  commem  bill  talk,”  “Commem  society  members  support  proposed  statehood  quarters 
program,”  and  “Numismatically....New  York”  (September  1,  1997);  “Florida  estate  yields  Hawaiian  half 
dollar  ‘commemorabilia’,”  “Editorial:  Why  not  depict  a  new  Washington?,”  “Sunset  over  Antietam,” 
and  “North  Carolina  boasts  variety”  (September  8,  1997);  “U.S.  Mint  set  to  sell  Olympic  dies,” 
“Readers  report  star  notes  in  Botanic  Coin  sets,”  “What’s  hot,  and  what’s  not,”  “Coin  bills  await  action 
in  Congress,”  “There’s  still  time  to  enter  Botanic  Giveaway,”  and  “Numis-mystery”  (1920  Maine 
Centennial  commemorative  half  dollar)  (September  15,  1997);  “Black  Patriots  Foundation  at  odds  with 
Mint  over  $1  reverse  design,”  “Mint  makes  one  last  effort  to  sell  Olympic  coins,”  “Castle  reintroduces 
25C  bill,”  “Mint  offering  Olympic  commem  dies  used  to  strike  gold  $5,  silver  dollars,”  and 
“Numismatically...Ohio”  (September  22,  1997);  “Treasury  sets  guides  for  quarters,”  “Law  Enforcement 
Officers  coin  designs  final,”  and  “Editorial:  Black  Patriot  coin  carries  message,”  (September  29,  1997); 
“Olympic  commem  dies  sell  out,”  “5-state  comments  closer  to  reality,”  “New  commem  bills  seek  coins 
to  honor  real  American  heroes,”  “Editorial:  Perspective  differs  on  successes,”  and 
“Numismatically.. .Oregon”  (October  6,  1997);  “Senate  mulls  amending  state  25C  bill,”  and 
“Numismatically... Pennsylvania”  (October  13,  1997);  “And  the  Botanic  winners  are,”  “Senate  considers 
state  comments,”  and  “Numismatically... Rhode  Island  (October  20,  1997);  “Black  Patriots  dollar  to  show 
group,”  and  “Numismatically... South  Carolina”  (October  27,  1997);  “Law  Enforcement  designs” 
(November  3,  1997);  “Group  taking  early  orders  for  Black  Patriots  $1”  (November  10,  1997);  “Fraser 
Washington  design  tops  Flanagan  25C,”  and  “Numismatically. ..Texas”  (November  17,  1997);  “Senate 
OKs  $1  coin,  state  quarters,”  “Collectors  now  receiving  Olympic  commem  dies,”  “Editorial:  Coin 
changes  on  the  brink  again,”  and  “Jackie  Robinson  commem  sales  lag”  (November  24,  1997);  “Clinton 
to  get  $1  coin,  state  25C  bill,”  “Bill  seeks  commem  coinage,”  “CCCAC  meets  to  review  coin  programs,” 
“Editorial:  Celebrate  victories,  big  and  small,”  and  “Detecting  Counterfeits,  Faking  a  key  date”  (1921 
Missouri),  (December  1,  1997);  “State  quarters  series  might  grow  to  11  years,"  “Legislation  seeks  $1 
coins  honoring  Korean  War  vets,”  “Dollar  coin,  statehood  quarter  measure  awaits  President  Clinton's 
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signature,"  “The  History  of  U.S.  Coins”  (Part  three  in  a  series— 20th  century  designs),  and  “Mighty 
Oak"  (December  8,  1997);  “The  Joys  of  Collecting”  (Cycles  and  Trends),  and  “An  ambitious  program” 
(December  15,  1997);  “Treasury  considers  impending  new  coin  program  options”  (December  22,  1997); 
“All  About  Comments”  (Howdy,  Pilgrim),  “PAN  issues  call  to  collectors  for  statehood  quarter  designs,” 
and  “Numismatically.. .Wisconsin”  (December  29,  1997). 

COINage  magazine,  published  by  Miller  Magazines,  Inc.,  4880  Market  Street,  Ventura,  CA 
93003-7783;  $23  for  one  year  (12  monthly  issues),  $36  for  two  years,  and  $49  for  three  years. 

Coins  magazine,  a  monthly  periodical  published  by  Krause  Publications,  Inc.,  700  East  State 
Street,  Iola,  WI  54990;  $24.98  for  one  year,  $46.98  for  two  years,  and  $66.98  for  three  years:  “Rubin 
gives  nod  to  quarter  program”  and  “Bits  and  Pieces”  (Patriots  coin  design  approved)  (November  1997); 
and  “Editor’s  Letter”  (Time  to  move  beyond  the  critics),  “Diehl  looks  to  hobby’s  future,”  “In  a 
commemorative  way,”  and  “Bits  and  Pieces”  (Bipartisan  support  for  new  quarters)  (December  1997); 
“Numismatics  not  the  only  game  in  town”  (James  L.  Halperin)  and  “Coin  grades  vs.  prices”  (January 
1998). 


Numismatic  News  (published  by  Krause  Publications,  700  East  State  Street,  Iola,  WI  54990)  is 
$29.98  for  one  year  (52  weekly  issues):  “Robinson  surcharges  head  to  foundation”  and  “Castle  poised 
to  move  50-state  commem  proposal  through  Congress”  (September  2,  1997);  “Mint  announces  sale  of 
defaced  Olympic  dies”  (September  9,  1997);  “Last  call  for  Olympic  coins”  and  “You  cannot  buy  a 
Roosevelt  commem  here”  (September  16,  1997);  “50  states  bill  moves  ahead”  and  “Rubin  faces  final 
design  selection”  (September  23,  1997);  “Yahaloms  named  Ambassadors”  and  “50-states  bill  passage  may 
entail  Wright  Bros,  coins”  (September  30,  1997);  “Rubin  announces  Black  Patriots  decision”  (October 
14,  1997);  “House  passes  50  states  bill,”  “Defaced  dies  quickly  sell  out,”  “Officers  line  up  for  special 
coin  ceremony,”  and  “Coin  Clinic”  (Board  of  Lady  Managers  made  legal  history)  (October  7,  1997); 
“Sales  remain  sluggish  for  Robinson  coins”  and  “Halperin  makes  a  splash  in  science  fiction”  (October 
21,  1997);  “Davis  presides  during  Black  Patriots  unveiling”  (November  4,  1997);  “Senate  committee 
boosts  coinage  bills,”  “Black  Patriots  designs  unveiled  Oct.  22”  and  “Coin  Clinic”  (Set  can  be  made  of 
octagonal  coin  issues)  (November  11,  1997);  “Senators  seek  to  honor  Thurgood  Marshall,”  “Senate 
approves  three  coinage  bills,”  and  “Graph  books  offered”  (November  25,  1997);  “$1  coin  receives 
congressional  nod”  and  “Swiatek  report  available”  (December  2,  1997);  “Castle’s  leadership  helped  speed 
1997  coin  legislation”  and  “President  signs  coin  bill  into  law”  (December  16,  1997);  “Editorial:  State 
quarters  deserve  special  promotion”  (December  23,  1997);  “Commemorative  coin  sales  lagged  in  1997,” 
“Under  the  Glass”  (CCCAC  favored  circulating  commemorative),  and  “Coin  Clinic”  (Columbian  Expo 
half  gained  nickname). 

The  Numismatist,  (official)  monthly  publication  of  the  American  Numismatic  Association,  818 
North  Cascade  Avenue,  Colorado  Springs,  CO  80903-3279.  Membership  includes  subscription:  $35  for 
adults  and  $31  for  senior  citizens,  age  65  or  older  (includes  $6  application  fee,  first  year  only). 

Winning  Ways,  official  (quarterly)  publication  of  Women  in  Numismatics,  14252  Culver,  #490, 
Irvine,  CA  92714.  Membership  includes  subscription:  $35  per  year. 

All  of  these  publications  feature  countless  supplements  to  the  knowledge  contained  in 
commemorative  references  already  residing  in  your  libraries.  I  hope  all  Society  members  subscribe  to 
these  publications.  Support  these  magazines  and  newspapers;  write  articles  and/or  letters  to  the  editor 
to  share  your  knowledge  and  to  express  your  views;  encourage  others  to  do  the  same! 
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I  thoroughly  enjoy  each  copy  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review ,  which  is  published  by  Bowers  and  Merena 
Galleries,  Inc.,  Box  1224,  Wolfeboro,  NH  03894.  Even  though  I  specialize  in  U.S.  commemorative 
coins  and  related  tie-ins,  I  always  find  something  in  each  issue  that  necessitates  my  reading  it  before  I 
become  engulfed  in  pressing  matters  of  the  day.  Q.  David  Bowers  (R-0548,  NH)  has  graciously 
permitted  me  to  reproduce  material  from  Bowers  and  Merena’s  publications  for  The  Commemorative 
Trail ,  and  I  am  definitely  taking  him  up  on  his  generosity  for  this  copy  of  our  journal.  The  following 
article  by  Mark  Borckardt  appeared  in  the  Rare  Coin  Review  No.  1 19  and  was  an  interesting  adjunct  to 
the  feature  by  Anthony  J.  Swiatek  (R-0004,  NY)  on  page  28: 

A  Remarkable  Numismatic  Item! 

by  Mark  Borckardt 


Never  Before  Illustrated 

While  cataloguing  coins  and  other  items  from  an  old-time  collection,  I  had  the  chance  to  inspect 
an  amazing  “coin."  Struck  in  cardboard ,  this  item  is  more  properly  described  as  a  die  trial.  Actually, 
the  little  piece  of  cardboard,  as  illustrated  here,  has  two  obverses  and  one  reverse.  These  are  pattern  dies 
for  the  Louisiana  Purchase  commemorative  gold  dollars.  To  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  they  have  never 
been  illustrated  before! 


Pattern  Impressions 

This  remarkable  numismatic  item  has  reposed  for  many  years  in  a  bank  vault  in  Pennsylvania, 
and  was  acquired  in  the  1940s  or  1950s  by  a  gentleman  who  in  his  time  was  one  of  America’s  most 
respected  numismatists.  Certain  of  his  properties  have  been  auctioned  by  us  before— including  his 
remarkable  holding  of  Proof  Indian  cents,  among  which  was  a  hitherto-unknown  die  variety  of  the  1 864-L 
Proof,  and  rare  restrike  cents  of  1804,  1810 ,  and  1823.  During  the  next  several  years  more  surprising 
items  from  his  estate  will  be  offered  in  our  auction  sales,  including  the  cardboard  die  trial  described  here. 
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Regular  Issues 

The  Background 

Although  a  precise  description  of  this  item  has  not  been  available  before  it  has  been  noticed  in 
the  literature.  Thirty  years  ago,  Don  Taxay  reported  on  correspondence  between  various  Mint  officials 
regarding  the  souvenir  gold  dollars  to  be  issued  for  the  Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition.  The  first  letter 
was  written  September  9,  1902  by  acting  Mint  superintendent  Albert  Norris  (who  was  soon  replaced 
when  John  H.  Landis  was  appointed)  to  Mint  Director  George  E.  Roberts  (from  Iowa;  he  had  been 
director  since  January  26,  1898): 


Sir: 

Mr.  George  T.  Morgan,  who  represents  Mr.  Barber,  the  Engraver,  during  his  absence,  informs  me  that  the  Engraving 
Department  is  proceeding  as  rapidly  as  possible  with  the  work  on  the  dies  for  the  Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition  gold  dollar. 
The  obverse  dies,  bearing  the  heads  of  Jefferson  and  McKinley,  are  well  advanced. 

He  states  that  on  August  12th,  while  he  was  in  Washington,  a  letter  was  sent  by  the  Honorable  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  Governor  Francis,  of  St.  Louis,  asking  for  information  as  to  what  it  was  desired  should  be  placed  upon  the  reverse. 

If  this  information  could  be  supplied,  sketches  could  be  made  at  once  and  submitted  to  you  for  selection  and  approval. 

Initially  the  design  was  envisioned  to  be  very  simple,  enclosing  the  figure  ‘1’  in  an  olive  branch. 

Apparently,  Director  Roberts  preferred  the  denomination  spelled  as  ONE  DOLLAR.  Nearly  a 
month  after  the  initial  letter,  Mint  superintendent  Landis  wrote  the  following,  on  October  2,  1902,  to 
Roberts: 


Sir: 

I  beg  to  enclose  for  your  approval  designs,  impressed  in  cardboard,  for  the  St.  Louis  gold  dollar. 

The  impression  in  the  center  of  lower  line  is  the  original  design  for  the  reverse,  which  has  already  been  submitted  to 
you.  In  the  other  designs  “one”  has  been  substituted  for  the  figure  in  accordance  with  your  suggestions. 


Taxay  provides  additional  information  regarding  the  proposed  designs  and  the  motif  finally 

accepted: 
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On  October  13,  [Charles]  Barber  went  to  Washington  to  confer  with  Roberts  about  the  designs.  The  director 
considered  the  olive  branch  too  large  and  asked  that  it  be  reduced.  Exactly  one  month  later,  he  wrote  to  Barber  that  it  was  still 
“loo  conspicuous”  for  the  size  of  the  coin  and  its  lettering.  Eventually,  Barber  managed  to  reduce  the  branch  sufficiently,  and 
the  coins  were  distributed  at  the  Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition  in  St.  Louis  during  1904 

Apparently  very  few  of  the  cardboard  impressions  were  produced.  A  set  of  these,  illustrating 
various  proposed  designs,  is  housed  in  the  Smithsonian  Institution  with  the  notation  “Property  of  Charles 
Barber.” 


We  assume  that  a  second  set  was  produced,  as  described  above,  for  Mint  Director  Roberts.  In 
a  later  reference,  Don  Taxay  simply  notes: 


Two  cardboard  trial  pieces  for  the  obverse,  and  six  for  the  reverse  of  the  Louisiana  Purchase  gold  dollar  are  in  the 
Smithsonian  collection,  ex  [Stephen  K.[  Nagy.  At  least  two  of  the  latter  are  thought  to  show  the  denomination  by  a  numeral. 
However,  there  has  been  no  opportunity  to  verify  this,  nor  anything  else  about  the  pieces,  owing  to  the  refusal  of  the  National 
Museum  to  permit  access  to  them. 


Description  of  the  Design 

Until  very  recently,  Don  Taxay’s  comments  and  the  letters  he  quoted  were  but  an  intriguing 
footnote  to  the  history  of  these  gold  dollars.  Now  comes  the  opportunity  to  share  with  Rare  Coin  Review 
readers  a  description  of  the  designs: 

The  obverse  designs  featuring  the  profiles  of  Thomas  Jefferson  and  William  McKinley  are  the 
same  as  on  the  final  issue.  Jefferson  was  president  in  1803  and  signed  the  Louisiana  Purchase  agreement. 
McKinley  was  in  the  White  House  in  1903,  when  the  100th  anniversary  of  the  event  was  celebrated. 
Actually,  although  the  festivities  were  intended  for  1903,  it  was  not  until  1904  that  the  Louisiana 
Purchase  Exposition  opened  for  business  in  St.  Louis.  However,  the  coins  bear  the  correct  anniversary 
date,  1903. 

This  cardboard  trial,  which  measures  1.27  inches  high  by  1.60  inches  wide,  appears  to  be  very 
much  the  same  as  described  in  the  October  letter  from  Landis  to  Roberts.  We  have  not  heard  of  the 
existence  of  any  others  outside  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

The  final  quarter  of  the  20th  century  will  undoubtedly  be  known  as  a  time  of  great  research  in 
the  history  of  American  numismatics.  More  has  been  discovered  and  reported  in  the  past  25  years  than 
during  the  past  century.  Each  new  discovery  brings  us  just  a  little  closer  to  the  final  history  of  our 
nation’s  coinage. 


Comparison  of  the  reverse  yields  the  following  differences: 
DENOMINATION: 

Pattern  issue:  Expressed  as  1  DOLLAR. 

Final  issue:  Expressed  as  ONE  DOLLAR. 

OLIVE  BRANCH: 

Pattern  issue:  Long  and  with  16  leaves  and  2  berries. 

Final  issue:  Short  and  with  10  leaves  and  3  berries. 
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CONCERNING  THE  1903  DATE: 

Pattern  issue:  Positioned  left  of  center  over  ST.  LOUIS;  period  after  date. 

Final  issue:  Centered  over  ST.  LOUIS;  no  period  after  date. 

CONCERNING  “ST.  LOUIS”: 

Pattern  issue:  Period  before  ST.  LOUIS,  none  after. 

Final  issue:  Period  before  and  period  after  ST.  LOUIS. 

Bibliography: 

Taxay,  Don,  An  Illustrated  History  of  U.S.  Commemorative  Coinage.  New  York:  Arco  Publishing 
Company,  Inc.,  1967,  pp.  19-21. 

Taxay,  Don,  editor.  The  Comprehensive  Catalogue  and  Encyclopedia  of  United  States  Coins.  New 
York:  Scott  Publishing  Co.,  1970,  p.  255. 


The  following  copy  of  a  letter  sent  on  November  18th,  1902,  was  sent  to  me  by  Harry  J. 
Forman  (R-1149,  PA)  and  seemed  very  appropriate  to  include  in  this  section  of  our  journal  (where 
necessary,  it  has  been  reduced  in  size  to  fit  the  pages  of  our  journal): 

DAVID  R.  President.  IH  H.  THOMPSON,  TEEaiuse*.  WALTER  B.  STEVENS.  SlCMTjrr. 


WORLD’S  FAIR,  ST.  LOUIS 

1004 

LOUISIANA  PURCHASE  EXPOSITION 

COMMITTEE  ON  souvenir  40 1C  DOLLARS. 

J.  C.  Yah  Si  4  scon.  Oitl/mso. 

W.  H.  Lis  C.  H.  Homo. 

—  — A  ST  EASES  NRC •  flATUr  J.  Wa6*.  — 


ST.  LOUIS,  U.  S.  A.,  NOVEMBER  I  STS,  ISOS. 


SIR: 


THI  LOUISIANA  PURCHASE  XX  PO  S  I  T  I O  W  COMPANY  OPPBRB  TO  B  SALK, 
at  tui  raioi  or  tisii  dollabs  im.oo)  kaoh.  30  000  SOOVENIR  GOLD 
DOLLARS.  POB  WUCI  SUBSCRIPTIONS  WILL  Bl  BZCSIYKD  BY  TUI  UNDEB- 
SION  SD  UP  TO  DECEMBER  1BTM.  ISOS,  Will  TBS  OOINB  WILL  BE  R  SAD  Y  POB 

diutiuy. 

TIIII  OOINB  AU  TO  as  1UIUID  BY  TUB  HSCRXTABY  OP  TUX  TREASURY. 
UMOBB  AOTUOBITT  OP  AM  ACT  OP  OOMORESS.  APPROVED  JUNX  SSrs.  ISOS. 
TMX  ISSOK  IS  LIMITED  TO  IEAO.OOO,  OP  WIIOU  S13S.UOO  WILL  BIAl  Till  HEAD 
OP  THOMAS  JXPPSRSOM.  AMD  (180,000  TMX  UXAD  OP  WILLIAM  MoMINLKY. 

THE  BEAD  AMS  Til  WOBDS  "UNITED  STATES  OP  AMIBIOA' WILL  APPEAR 
OM  OME  SIDE  OP  TSE  SOUVENIR  COIN;  ON  THE  OTHER  BIDE  WILL  APPEAR 
"ONE  BOLlil,"  TMS  TWO  DATED.  "1908-1908,"  AND  TUB  WORDS  "LOUISIANA 
PURCHASE  EXPOSITION"  AROUND  THE  WOBDS  "ONE  DOLLAR."  IN  PLACE  OP 
TUX  WREATU. 

some  estimate  op  the  value  op  trib  small  issue  op  souvenir 

LEOAL  TENDER  OOLD  DOLLARS  CAN  BE  MADE  PROM  THE  PRESENT  VALUE 
OP  THI  ORDINARY  UNITED  STATES  OOLD  DOLLARS.  OP  WHICH  THERE  WERE 
COINED  lB.4St.lt?  BETWEEN  THE  YEARS  1849  AND  1890.  NOW  8XLLINO  POR 
I A  00  EACH. 
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THE  EXPOSITION  COMPANY  HAS  DECIDED 
ISSUE  EOH  SALE  (23,000  WITH  THE  JEFFERSON 
McKinley  head)  at  93.00  each. 


TO  OFFER  50,000  OF  THE  NEW 
HEAD,  AND  23,000  WITH  THE 


N-Q-C°IN  S  OF  THIS  ISSUE  WILL  BE  PLACED  UPON  s  A  TV  a -r 

A  LOWER  FIGURE.  TOU  WILL  FIND  SUBSCRIPTION  BLANK  HEREIN.  WHICH 
PLEASE  FILL  OUT  FOR  THE  AMOUNT  DESIRED.  AND  FORWARD  TO  ONE  OF 
THE  UNDERSIGNED. 

VERT  HE8PECTFULLY. 


SuCSSTiHY, 


FOURTH  NATIONAL  BANK 

Franklin  Bank, 

German  American 

ik 


C,. 


/r  ^tcJuoO 


President. 


Pkksidkkt. 


The  Nat’l  R 


CC^iomerce^n  St.  Louis. 


American  Exchange  Bank. 


/ _ C  f  c- 

Inttr/ipypual  Bynk  of  St.  Louis, 
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And  now  from  the  Rare  Coin  Review  No.  1 16,  I  thought  it  might  he  fun  for  SUSCC  members 
to  quiz  themselves  on  the  information  found  below.  The  answer  to  “What  Year  Is  It”  is  found  on  page 
58.  (I  couldn’t  make  it  too  easy  for  you!) 


What  Year  Is  It? 


The  date  is  November  22,  and  the  Pan  American  Airways  system  China  Clipper  is 
shown  taking  off  on  its  first  trip  to  the  Orient.  In  the  same  year  one  of  these 
commemorative  half  dollars  was  struck.  Can  you  pick  the  right  one?  You  can  find  the 
answer  on  page  57. 


1936 
Bridgeport 
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As  most  Society  members  know,  I  encouraged  Q.  David  Bowers  (R-0548,  NH)  to  write  an 
article  for  The  Commemorative  Trail  entitled  “Checking  Out  the  Commemorative  Market,”  which 
appeared  in  the  Spring  -  1997  issue,  Volume  14  -  #3.  A  slightly  modified  version  of  the  text  was  used 
in  a  monograph  (“ Little  Editions")  by  Dave  as  editor  entitled  A  Review  of  the  Commemorative  Coin 
Market.  In  addition  to  the  one  on  our  favorite  coins,  three  others  are  included  in  the  series.  Our  policy 
is  not  to  “publicize”  coin  dealers;  however,  if  they  are  authors  who  are  contributing  knowledge  to  our 
members,  it  is  perfectly  acceptable  to  advocate  we  should  all  rush  out  and  add  this  invaluable  information 
to  our  libraries.  For  that  reason,  I  am  reproducing  the  following  ad,  which  appeared  in  the  Rare  Coin 
Review  No.  120: 

Some  Great  Little  Stories 

in  Bowers  and  Merena's 

u  Little  Editions  ” 

A  series  ot  monographs  on  a  variety  of  coin-related  topics,  from  famous  (and  not-so- 
famousi  figures  m  numismatic  history  to  studies  on  popular  senes  to  investigative  reports. 

Each  "Little  Edition "  is  a  fascinating  read,  whether  you  are  new  to  collecting  or  an  "old 
timer."  Wnrten  by  Q.  David  Bowers  and  a  variety  of  other  numismatic  personalities,  these 
small  volumes  will  provide  hours  of  enjovment. 

.  A  Talc  from  the  1890s: 

.4  Curious  Thievery  at  the 
Philadelphia  Mint 

by  A  L.  Drummond 
A  detective  stop,’,  told  by  the  former  Chief 
ot  the  United  States  Secret  Service,  about 
missing  gold  and  its  recovers'. 

A  Review  of  the 
Commemorative  Com  Market 

by  Q  David  Bowers 
Stones  of  the  booin-and-bust  market  for 
commemoratives  in  the  193' is  and  an  action 
plan  for  the  beginner. 

The  Curious  Case  of  the 
Coin  Collectors  Kline 

by  Dr  Joel J.  Oros SLC 
An  intriguing  mystery  is  solved  in  this 
investigation  ot  two  important,  vet  relativelv 
unknown,  names  of  the  1  Set's. 

dodward's  Sale 
oj  the  John  F.  McCoy 
Collection 

by  Q.  David  Bou  ers 
An  excursion  back  to  the  exciting,  early 
d.i\  s  ot  American  com  collecting  in  the  I  >-i R. 


I  1C  N-N. . -r-  :  » y  -jh  '  j 

Collectors  B 
Kline 


7  liese  volumes  retail  for  S5.95  each,  hut  rifit  now  you  can 

buy  all  four  lor  only  S  19.9: 
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What  Year  Is  It ? 


If  you  picked  the  1935  Old  Spanish 
I  rail  as  the  answer  to  our  question  on 
page  27,  you  are  a  winner.  The  China 
Clipper,  made  by  Boeing  in  Seattle,  was 
the  latest  in  luxurious  travel  in  its  time. 


Some  time  ago  Q.  David  Bowers  (R-0548,  NH)  sent  me  a  copy  of  a  proposed  design  for  the 
1935  Old  Spanish  Trail  commemorative  half  dollar.  I  thought  readers  would  enjoy  comparing  the  two. 


58 


A  BIZARRE  TRANSACTION 


by  Frank  W.  DuVall  (LM-001,  AL) 


A  good  friend,  Walton  (Walt)  Bartee,  and  1  planned  a  trip  to  the  August  7-10,  1986,  ANA 
convention  in  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin.  We  agreed,  in  advance  of  the  trip,  to  leave  from  Milwaukee  at 
1 1  a.m.  on  Saturday,  August  9th,  to  return  home.  Since  we  were  driving,  the  13-hour  trip  would  place 
us  at  home  by  midnight  of  the  9th.  Since  the  Society  for  U.S.  Commemorative  Coins  always  has  its 
ANA  meeting  at  9  a.m.  on  Saturday,  we  arranged  the  schedule  to  leave  just  after  the  meeting. 

Walt  and  I  traveled  to  Milwaukee  on  the  7th,  which  permitted  us  to  he  at  the  show  at  its  1 1  a.m. 
opening  on  the  8th.  I  spent  the  day  of  the  8th  in  my  usual  mode— buying,  selling,  and  visiting.  As  the 
show  opened  at  1 1  a.m.  on  the  9th,  I  met  another  good  friend,  Mike  Fuljenz  (R-0002,  TX).  Mike  asked 
whether  I  had  seen  the  commems  and  memorabilia  that  the  Manfra,  Tordella  &  Brookes  (MTB)  company 
had  brought  to  the  show.  He  aroused  my  excitement  by  describing  the  part  of  the  collection  he  had  seen. 

I  thanked  Mike  and  proceeded  to  the  MTB  booth,  where  I  met  my  friends,  Gerald  L.  Bauman  (R-0027, 
FL)  and  Louis  (Lou)  Pascal e,  who  were  representing  MTB. 

I  asked  Gerry  about  the  commems  and  memorabilia.  He  responded  with  a  brief  description  of 
what  MTB  had  on  hand.  His  description  added  fire  to  the  excitement.  I  asked  whether  it  would  be 
possible  to  photograph  some  of  the  memorabilia  for  the  Society.  Gerry  graciously  agreed  but  suggested, 
since  the  day’s  show  had  just  begun,  that  I  return  at  1  p.m.  After  a  trip  to  the  hotel  to  get  my  camera, 

I  returned  promptly  at  the  MTB  table  at  1  p.m.  Gerry  and  Lou  were  quite  busy,  so  Gerry  asked  whether 
I  could  wait  until  2:30  p.m.  Naturally,  I  could.  Upon  returning  to  the  MTB  table  at  about  2:15  p.m., 
Gerry  went  to  the  huge  safe  at  their  booth  and  pulled  out  two  large  cardboard  boxes.  Inside  each  box 
was  a  group  of  packets,  each  of  which  was  labeled  to  denote  the  commem(s)  involved. 

Since  Gerry  and  Lou  were  so  nice  to  let  me  photograph  the  memorabilia,  I  told  them  that  I  would 
not  handle  the  coins  lest  I  damage  them.  Gerry  and  Lou  took  the  packets  out  of  the  first  box  and  placed 
them  on  a  back-up  table.  Gerry  suggested  I  work  on  one  of  their  other  tables  to  perform  the 
photography.  Placing  one  of  the  chairs  between  the  bourse  and  back-up  tables,  I  positioned  the  large 
empty  box  upside  down  on  the  chair,  turned  the  bourse  table  light  around,  and  was  ready  to  begin 
photographing  the  coins  and  memorabilia  carefully  preserved  by  Daniel  M.  Bloomfield. 

I  would  open  each  packet,  carefully  set  the  coins  aside,  and  examine  the  memorabilia.  It  was 
painfully  apparent  that  I  could  not  photograph  all  of  the  preponderance  of  memorabilia  that  was  available. 
I  would  exclude  the  “common”  memorabilia  because  similar  items  had  already  been  photographed;  even 
so,  I  ran  out  of  film  about  3:45  p.m.  At  the  hotel  I  had  more  film,  but  it  was  not  the  film  I  ordinarily 
used.  I  stopped  at  a  drugstore  on  the  way  back  to  the  hotel,  but  the  film  in  stock  seemed  riskier  than 
mine  at  the  hotel.  The  walk  to  and  from  the  hotel  put  me  back  at  the  MTB  booth  at  around  4:15  p.m. 

As  I  was  photographing,  several  friends  stopped  by  (C.  Dennis  Brown  (R-0087,  FL)  came  by 
several  times]  to  attempt  to  see  what  I  was  photographing.  Anthony  J.  Swiatek  (R-0004,  NY),  a  friend 
since  the  early  1960s,  brought  a  struck-off-center  George  Washington  commem  half  for  me  to 
photograph.  Late  in  the  process,  I  was  being  very  selective  in  what  I  photographed,  but  eventually  I  used 
up  the  rest  of  the  film. 


59 


Returning  the  packets  to  the  two  large  boxes,  it  suddenly  occurred  to  me  to  ask  Gerry  whether 
the  packets  were  for  sale.  Gerry  said,  “Yes;  I  want  twice  MS-65  bid  for  the  coins,  and  the  memorabilia 
is  free  at  that  price.”  I  then  asked  how  much  was  the  price  for  all  of  it.  Lou  Pascale  ran  a  total  and 
stated.  “A  little  over  $80,000.”  I  realized  my  dilemma:  (1)  Some  packets  contained  memorabilia  that 
1  already  owned;  (2)  In  the  case  of  the  sets,  like  Arkansas  and  Texas,  there  were  three  coins  at  double 
MS-65  price  but  only  one  set  of  memorabilia;  and  (3)  I  had  not  examined  the  coins  to  determine  whether 
any  of  them  would  grade  MS-65.  During  the  separation  of  the  coins  from  the  memorabilia,  it  was  readily 
apparent  that  the  coins  were  in  their  original  state  physically,  except  for  the  expected  toning;  but,  of 
course,  I  hadn’t  determined  the  strike  and  marks  associated  with  them. 

Recognizing  the  dilemma,  I  said  I  didn’t  want  to  spend  that  much  money  ($80,000).  Gerry 
asked,  “How  much  do  you  want  to  spend?”  I  estimated  that,  based  on  the  unusual  memorabilia,  about 
$30,000  was  a  reasonable  amount.  When  I  mentioned  $30,000,  Gerry  realized  he  too  had  a  problem. 
He  was  afraid  I  would  select  packets  that  contained  only  MS-66  and  MS-67  coins,  stripping  the  collection 
of  the  best  coins. 

It  was  obvious  to  both  of  us  that  we  were  at  an  impasse,  and  the  bourse  was  ready  to  close  for 

the  day. 


I  returned  to  the  hotel  happy  for  the  privilege  of  photographing  the  memorabilia  but  with  a 
somewhat  heavy  heart  because  of  the  lost  opportunity.  Even  bleaker  was  the  thought  that  the  show 
wouldn't  open  to  the  public  until  1 1  a.m.  on  Saturday— the  time  at  which  I  had  promised  to  leave. 

Even  with  the  seeming  impossibility  of  reaching  a  deal  for  the  coins  and  memorabilia,  I  lay  awake 
searching  mentally  for  a  solution.  The  mental  solution  came  at  around  2  a.m.  I  would  propose  that  I 
select  the  packets  on  the  basis  of  the  memorabilia  alone  but  would  pay  on  the  basis  of  1 .33  times  the  MS- 
65  price  of  the  coins  but  without  examining  the  coins.  Remember,  I  had  not  graded  the  coins,  so  Gerry 
would  know  that  I  would  not  be  buying  them  on  the  basis  of  “cherrypicking.”  It  seemed  a 
reasonable— but  probably  hopeless— solution  to  me. 

At  9  a.m.  Saturday,  the  Society  opened  its  meeting.  I  later  made  a  program  presentation  ending 
at  9:45.  My  term  as  president  of  the  Society  expired  at  the  meeting,  so  I  “turned  the  gavel”  over  to  the 
incoming  president,  Helen  L.  Carmody  (R-0007,  CA).  I  went  out  to  sit  at  an  empty  chair/desk  in  an 
unoccupied  section  of  the  room. 

Two  unexplained  things  happened.  Even  though  I  was  sure  no  one  had  been  in  that  section  of 
the  room,  there  was  a  Numismatic  News  event  scheduled  for  Saturday  on  the  desk.  Even  though  the 
bourse  floor  had  opened  at  11  a.m.  Thursday  and  Friday,  the  event  schedule  showed  the  Saturday  bourse 
to  open  at  10  a.m.  I  thought  maybe  the  MTB  deal  is  not  impossible,  but  will  the  MTB  booth  be  open, 
and  will  Gerry  and  Lou  accept  my  proposed  solution?  The  time  was  now  9:57  a.m. 

As  I  left  the  Society  meeting,  I  waved  a  good-bye,  ran  down  the  stairs  to  the  bourse  floor,  and 
approached  the  MTB  booth  to  find  both  Gerry  and  Lou  ready  for  the  day’s  business.  (Dealers  were 
admitted  at  9  a.m.) 

After  outlining  my  idea  of  selecting  packets  on  the  basis  of  the  memorabilia  alone  and  paying 
1.33  times  MS-65  for  the  coins  in  the  packets,  I  was  very  much  pleased  that  Gerry  and  Lou  were 
agreeable.  I  also  mentioned  that  I  was  committed  to  leave  the  bourse  floor  around  10:50  a.m. 
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The  following  hectic  50-minute  procedure  went  like  this.  Gerry  would  hold  up  a  packet.  I  would 
decide  (from  memory)  whether  or  not  the  packet  contained  memorabilia  I  wanted.  If  so,  Gerry  would 
remove  the  coins  and  hand  the  packet  to  me.  I  would  examine  the  memorabilia  and  say  “yes”  or  “no.” 
Lou  Pascale  was  preparing  a  sale  list  (receipt)  of  the  acceptable  packets.  While  I  examined  the  next 
packet,  Lou  would  reassemble  the  last  packet  and  place  it  in  either  a  “yes”  or  “no”  stack.  In  some 
instances  I  would  specify  a  packet  for  Gerry  to  find  because  I  knew  from  the  memorabilia  that  I  would 
buy  the  packet.  There  were  also  some  packets  introduced  at  this  point  that  I  had  not  examined  or 
photographed.  I  took  time  to  look  at  a  few  of  these. 

This  excitement  continued  until  time  ran  out  at  10:50  a.m.  At  this  point  Lou  completed  the  sale 
receipt.  I  wrote  a  check  for  $19,355,  thanked  both  Gerry  and  Lou,  and  rushed  back  to  the  hotel.  Walt 
had  already  packed  the  car.  We  left  the  hotel  parking  garage  at  1 1  a.m.  as  planned. 

It  was  my  turn  to  drive  the  first  leg  of  the  trip  home.  When  we  stopped  at  a  fast-food  place  in 
Kenosha,  Wisconsin,  I  could  stand  the  suspense  no  longer!  I  asked  Walt  to  get  his  food  first  (we  never 
leave  our  car  unguarded  on  the  road),  which  he  did,  while  I  opened  the  coin  packets  to  examine  the  coins 
closely.  The  coins  were  as  I  expected.  Some  of  them  had  a  few  marks;  some  had  typical  strikes;  but, 
on  the  other  hand,  virtually  no  handling  in  the  50  or  so  intervening  years  and,  equally  important,  had  the 
original  memorabilia  to  accompany  them. 

The  story  doesn’t  end  at  this  point.  On  the  15th  of  December,  1986,  I  received  a  pleasant 
surprise  package  from  MTB.  Gerry  had  remembered  my  comments  on  the  Rhode  Island  and  York 
packets  and  had  sent  them  to  me  to  purchase  if  I  so  desired.  Naturally,  I  did  desire.  I  mailed  a  check 
for  another  $1,950  to  MTB  to  close  out  the  memorable,  bizarre  transaction. 

That  transaction  was  made  possible  by  (1)  Mike  Fuljenz’  telling  me  of  the  collection  at  the  MTB 
table;  (2)  Gerald  Bauman  and  Louis  Pascale’s  permitting  me  to  photograph  the  memorabilia  and  later 
agreeing  to  sell  the  packets  on  the  basis  of  the  memorabilia  alone;  (3)  my  developing  a  compromise 
solution  to  a  problem  that  probably  wouldn’t  and  couldn’t  arise;  (4)  the  unexplained  presence  of  a 
Numismatic  News  Saturday  event  schedule  on  a  vacant  desk  in  an  unoccupied  portion  of  the  Society’s 
meeting  room;  and  (5)  the  bourse  floor’s  opening  to  the  public  at  10  a.m.  on  Saturday.  So  ends  the 
story. 


Anyone  in  the  future  who  acquires  commem  memorabilia  addressed  to  Daniel  M.  Bloomfield  can 
recognize  the  memorabilia  as  a  part  of  the  MTB-Bloomfield  “hoard”  introduced  at  the  Milwaukee  1986 
ANA  convention.  The  author  hereby  gives  permission  to  use  this  article  to  exhibit  or  “pedigree”  the 
Bloomfield  memorabilia. 

Some  of  the  more  unusual  memorabilia,  from  the  packets  acquired,  are  shown  in  the  following 
pages.  These  are  scaled,  as  required  to  meet  the  format  of  TCT s  pages.  Some  of  the  memorabilia  are 
unique  as  far  as  is  known  by  the  author. 

(Editor’s  Note:  Most  of  the  items  are  self-explanatory \  so  I  will  not  caption  them.  However, 
should  a  member  have  a  question  regarding  any  of  the  materials,  please  do  not  hesitate  to  contact  me. 
Thank  you!) 
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1836 


EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE 

H  C  COUCH. Chairman 
J  G  LEIGH, VICE  Chairman 
ROBERT  E  WAI  T  .  T  Pf  ASURE  R 
A  w  PARKE, Secretary 

D  R  J  H  REYNOLDS 
T  H  BARTON 
MRS.  E  W  FROS  T 
F  W  SCOTT 
MARION  WASSON 


1936 


Arkansas  Centennial  Commission 


A  DEPARTMENT  OF  STATE 

WAR  MEMORIAL  BUILDING 


■rCroo«sT,on  Little  Rock, Arkansas 

Mr.  Daniel  E.  Bloomfield, 

132  Nassau  Street, 

New  York. 


July  30,  1936. 


JUNE  ISTH  TO 
DECEMBER  5TH 


Dear  Sir: 

The  Arkansas  Centennial  half-dollars  for  1936  are  now 
on  sale  at  $1.50  each*  The  Arkansas  Centennial  Commission  has 
received  as  its  initial  order,  5,000  coins  from  each  the  San 
Francisco,  Denver  and  Philadelphia  Mints.  An  additional  5,000 
coins  from  each  of  the  three  mints  has  been  issued.  There  will 
be  no  discount  for  quantity  orders  and  remittances  should  in¬ 
clude  registration  fee  and  postage  according  to  the  following 
schedule: 


NUMBER  COINS 

REGISTRY  FEE 

postage 

1 

190 

2  or  3 

15  i 

60 

4 

18^ 

60 

5  or  6 

18^ 

90 

7  or  8 

18?! 

120 

9  or  10 

18?! 

190 

11  or  12 

18?! 

18  ?! 

15 

18?! 

24^ 

20 

20^ 

30^ 

25 

20^ 

590 

Please  send  money  order  or  certified  check  in  payment. 

Do  not  send  stamps.  They  are  not  legal  tender.  Our  supply  of 
1935  coins  is  entirely  exhausted. 


A ’AT5 :  OH 


ARKANSAS  CENTENNIAL  COMMISSION 


lIAKJVO^-^3 
A.  W,  Park£7~ 
Secretary. 
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DR  E.  H  AOINCTON,  Beebe 
T.  S.  ADAMS,  1 1  It  la  Rock 
MRS.  F  W  ALLSOPP.  Lltll«  Rock 
L.  I  ARNOLD.  Crossctt 
|OMN  C.  ASHLEY,  Melbourne 

C.  D.  ATKINSON.  Fayetteville 
A.  0.  AVERY.  Lake  Village 
LUOWIC  BAER.  Fort  Smith 
MRS.  I.  N  BARNETT,  Bateiville 
I  C.  BAKER,  Little  Rock 

COL.  T.  H  BARTON.  El  Dorado 
L.  L.  BEAVERS.  Mf.  Ida 
|  0.  E.  RECK.  Hughe* 

MRS.  J.  N.  BELCHER.  Little  Rock 
CHAS.  R.  BLACK,  Corning 
L.  A.  BLACK.  DeWitt 
DAVE  BLOCK.  Wynne 

D.  A.  BRADHAM.  Warren 

L.  R.  BRANTINC.  Benton 
O.  C.  BREWER.  Helena 

W.  E.  BROOKS.  Little  Rock 
C  RUSSCLL  BROWN,  Little  Rock 
MRS.  P.  L.  BURROW,  Little  Rock 
W  W  CAMPBELL.  Forrest  City 
CORDON  H.  CAMPBILL,  Little  Rock 
LEE  CAZORT  Little  Rock 
IUOCE  |.  E.  CHAMBERS.  Dinville 
LUCIEN  COLEMAN,  Lepanto 
C.  B.  COLVIN.  Perry 
C.  R  CORDELL.  Fort  Smith 
|.  I.  COSSEY,  Searcy 
HARVEY  C.  COUCH.  Pine  Qluft 
H.  CRAIN.  Wilson 
D  H.  CRAWFORD,  Arkadclphl.a 
MRS.  C.  E.  CRICCER,  Blytl.eville 
LOUIS  COHEN,  Fort  Smith 
MRS.  S.  P.  DAVIS.  Little  Rock 
MBS.  CHAS.  W.  DIXON.  Could 
C.EORCC  W.  DONACHEY.  Little  Rock 
|.  M.  DRUMMOND,  Stuttgart 
ROY  ELLIOTT.  Fordyce 
MISS  CLARA  B.  ENO.  Van  8uren 
CHAS.  I.  EVANS.  Boonevillc 
AlYRED  FEATHERSTON,  Murfreesboro 
CHAS.  E.  FERGUSON  Nashville 
W.  L.  FURLOW,  Hampton 
ERWIN  FUNK.  Rogers 
MRS.  E.  W.  FROST.  Texarkana 
MRS.  R  N  GARRETT.  El  Dorado 
MRS;  HUCH  CARRETT.  Beebe 

M.  r.  CILLESPIE.  De Vails  Bluff 
|  L.  CLOVER,  Pr.attsvllle 
EDWIN  CORDON.  Morrilton 
ROBERT  L  CORDON.  Dcrmott 
W.  E.  COSDIN,  Little  Rock 


AMERICAN  BAKERY  CO. 

AMERICAN  CLEANERS 

ARKANSAS  CONCRESS  OF  PARENTS  AND 
TEACHCRS.  Inc. 

ARKANSAS  FEDERATION  OF  CARDEN 

CLUBS 

ARKANSAS  FEDERATION  OF  MUSIC 
CLUBS 

ARKANSAS  FEDERATION  OF  WOMEN'S 
CLUBS 

ARKANSAS  NATURAL  CAS  CORPORATION 
ARKANSAS  PIONEERS  ASSOCIATION 
ARKANSAS  POWER  AND  LICHT  CO. 
ARKANSAW  WATER  CO. 

ARMOUR  lr  CO. 

BALE  CHEVROLET  CO. 

MRS  AGNES  BASS 
BEAL-BURROW  DRY  COOPS  CO. 

CIC  ROCK  STONE  AND  MATERIAL  CO. 

I  B.  BRANCH 
W.  E.  BROOKS 
THE  M.  M.  COHN  CO. 


C  W.  AFTLICK,  Blythevilla 
BEN  |.  AITMEIMER,  Chicago,  III. 

L.  |.  ARNOLD.  Crosse  1 1 
T.  H.  BARTON,  El  Dorado 
I.  O.  E.  BECK.  Hughe* 

MRS.  ELBERT  BRACK,  Little  Rock 

L  R  BRANTINC,  Benton 

REX  I.  BROWN,  lackson.  Ml**. 

R.  C.  BRUCE,  Memphis,  Tcnn. 

| .  A.  BUCHANAN.  Tix.ark.ina,  Ark. 

H  T.  BUNN,  Memphis,  Tenn. 

W  W.  CAMPBELL,  Forrest  City 
HATTIE  W  CARAWAY,  Washington,  D.  C. 
|.  S  CARCILC,  Arkadelphia 
|  E.  CHAMBERS.  Danvilla 
W  B.  CHAPMAN,  Hamburg 
W.  E.  CHESTER.  Hot  Springs 
1 0  It  N  COLQUITT,  JR..  Washington,  D.  C. 
C.  P.  COUCH.  Shreveport,  La, 

H  C.  COUCH.  Pine  lilutt 
|  H.  CRAIN,  Wilson 
I'OCER  CROWE,  Stuttgart 
ZAY  U  CURTIS  New  Yor* 

0.  B  S.  SORORITY,  little  Rock  Chapter 
MARION  DICKENS,  Newport 
F  S.  DILLCY.  Pine  Bluff 
S  E.  E/ILLON,  Hot  Spring* 

C.  W.  DONACHEY.  Little  Rock 
A.  H.  EATON,  Fine  Bluff 
K.  A.  ENCEL,  L it t la  Rock 
F  W.  FREEMAN,  Pine  Bluff 
E  A.  FROST.  Shreveport,  La. 


MEMBERS  OF  THE  ARKANSAS  CENTENNIAL  COMMISSION 

MRS.  STEVE  GRAHAM.  Tuckcrman 
I O E  HALL,  Scotland 
ROBERT  P.  HALL.  El  Dorado 
MAX  HAMPTON.  Boonevllle 
PROF  H.  H.  HALEY,  Hot  Spring* 

SCOTT  D.  HAMILTON.  Fort  Sm.th 

MRS.  FREDERICK  HANCER.  Little  Rock 

DR.  A.  M.  HARDING.  Fayetteville 

|.  |.  HARRISON,  Little  Rock 

ALFRED  HAWN.  Huntjville 

|.  N.  HEISKELL.  Little  Rock 

DALLAS  T.  HERNDON.  Little  Rock 

MRS.  W.  C.  HODCES.  Malvern 

CARL  HOLLIS.  Warren 

| .  N.  HOUT,  Tuckerman 

MRS.  H.  B.  INCHRAM,  Conway 

E.  E.  HUDSPETH.  Texarkana 
PROF.  |.  W.  HULL.  Russellville 
MRS.  F.  P.  | ACOBS,  Crider 

W.  M.  JONES,  r  .  gnolia 

W.  D.  | ACK SON  Little  Rock 

ALFRED  C.  KAHN.  Little  Rock 

ALLAN  KENNEDY.  Fort  Smith 

RAY  KIMBALL,  DeQuccn 

\V.  F.  KIRSCH.  Raragould 

MISS  WILLIE  LAWSON  Little  Rock 

C.  C.  LEDBETTER.  Hamburg 

|.  G.  LEIGH.  Little  Rock 

HARRY  |.  LEMLCY.  Hope 

SAM  LEVINE.  Pine  Bluff 

MRS.  BURK  MANN,  f  orresf  City 

MRS.  S  H.  MANN.  Forrest  City 

MR.  DON  MATTHEWS.  Yellvillc 

|OHN  L.  McCLELLAN.  Malvern 

FRED  McCOLLUM.  Clarendon 

MISS  ETNA  McCAUCM.  Little  Rock 

SCOTT  McCEHEE.  MaCchec 

REV.  A.  C  MILLAR.  Little  Rock 

MRS.  C.  H  MILLER.  Little  Rock 

R.  F.  MILWEE.  Little  Rock 
L  L.  MITCHELL.  Prescott 
HUCH  MOORE.  Rlson 

H  A.  NORTHCUTT.  Salem 

LEO  NYBERG.  Helena 

MRS.  R.  W.  OLMSTEAD.  Hcbcr  Springs 

CARL  OLSSON.  Little  Rock 

A.  W.  PARKS.' Little  Rock 

F.  C.  PARSONS  Batesvlllo 
L.  W.  FATE, ‘Rogers  • 

MRS.  P.  H.  PHILLIPS.  Ashdown 
W.  B.  PILES.  Waldron 
W.  E.  PHIPPS.  Little  Rock 
H,  L.  PONDER.  Walnut  Ridge 
|  R.  POSTER,  Forrest  City 

SPONSORS 

COLONIAL  BAKINC  CO. 

COMMERCIAL  WAREHOUSE  CO. 

CRITZ  CHEVROLET  CO. 

CROW-BURLINCAME  CO. 

THE  CUDAHY  FACKINC  CO. 

D.  A.  R.  OF  ARKANSAS 
DEMOCRAT  PRINT.  &  LITHO.  CO 
THE  FAMOUS,  Inc. 

555,  Inc. 

(RANKES  HOT  SHOPS  &  CAFETERIA,  ln( 
GOODYEAR  SERVICE  CO. 

C.US  BLASS  CO. 

)  |  HARRISON 

A.  KARCHER  CANDY  CO. 

KFMPNER  BROS. 

THE  KROGER  GROCERY  AMD  BAKINC  CO. 

L.  0.  LEIGH  &  CO. 

)U5riN  MATTHEWS 
MERCHANTS  TRANSFER  CO. 

BISHOP  | NO.  B.  MORRIS 
FMMET  MORRIS 
MEYER  BROS.  ORI)C  CO. 

‘•CENTENNIAL  VOLUNTEERS" 

MRS.  E.  W.  FROST.  Texarkanj,  Ark. 

R  N.  CARRETT  El  Doradu 
ALLAN  CATES,  Little  Rock 
|AMES  HAMMOND,  Memplalj,  Tenn. 

|  T.  HAMMOND.  SR.,  Lake  Village 
MARCELLUS  HARRIS.  Washington,  D.  C. 

|  N.  HEISKELL,  Little  Rock 
DOUCLASS  HOTCHKISS.  Hof  Springs 
SOLON  HUMPHREYS.  North  Little  Rock 

S.  D.  HUNTER.  Shreveport,  La. 

Q.  W.  (AMES,  El  Dorado 

J.  C.  JOHNSON,  West  Mamphl* 

A  C.  KAHN,  Little  Rock 
ALI  AN  KENNEDY,  Fort  Smith 
|  (ALBERT  LFICH,  Little  Rock 
|OHN  C.  LONSDALE,  St.  Louis.  Mo. 

J.  f.  LOUGHOOROUCH.  Little  Rock 
I  K  MAHONY.  II  Dorado 
S.  II.  MANN.  Forrest  City 
H  CRADY  MANNING.  Little  Rock 
JOHN  E  MARTINEAl),  Little  Rock 
P.  I(.  MATTOCKS,  El  Oondo 
A.  (.  McLEAN,  Little  flok 
BISHOP  |OHN  M  MOORE.  Delia*,  Toxa* 

C.  H.  MOSES,  Little  Rock 

S,  J  NEWCOMB.  Little  Rock 

N  P.  O'NEAL.  Hope 

OWENS  lr  EHRMAN,  Little  Rock 

C.  E.  PALMER,  Texarkana,  Ark. 

F  I.  PHARR,  Texarkana.  Ark. 

RICHARCr  E.  (DICK)  POWELL, 

Hollywood,  C.alif. 

SAM  W.  REYBURN.  New  York 
J.  H.  REYNOLDS,  Conway 
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W  |.  PRUITT.  Jasper 
MRS  ELLA  QUICC,  El  Dorade 
PROF.  J  W  RAMSEY,  Fort  Smith 
WALTER  W  RANEY.  McCrory 
MRS.  L.  S.  READ  Fayetteville 
MRS.  C.  B  RFNDLEMAN.  Little  Rock 
DR  J.  H  REYNOLDS.  Conway 
ELCAN  C.  ROBERTSON  Marianna 
MRS.  R.  W  ROBINS.  Conway 
MRS.  BROWN  ROCERS.  Ruuellvllle 
CEORCE  B.  ROSE  Little  Rock 
MRS.  |.  L.  ROSENCRANTZ.  Stuttgart 
RUTHERFORD  J.  ROSS.  Fort  Smith 
A.  |.  RUSSELL.  BerryvilU? 

CARLAND  S  RUMPH.  Camden 

IOHN  C  RYE.  Russellville 

IOHN  W.  SALLIS.  Clarksville 

S  W.  SANFORD  Searcy 

WM  F.  SCARBOROUGH.  Batcsville 

F.  W.  SCOTT.  Huttig 

CECIL  SHANE.  Blythevllle 

FLOYD  SHARP.  Little  Rock 

I  L.  SHAVER  Wynne 

I  K.  SHEPHERD  Little  Rock 

MRS.  JAMES  SHINN.  Harrison 

TOM  SHIRAS.  Mountain  Home 

A  N.  SICARD  Fort  Smith 

MRS  M  L.  5  I  CM  AN .  Monticclte 

W.  T.  SITLINCTON.  Little  Rock 

H.  K.  SMITH.  Whoqt  ley 

DR.  HAY  WATSON  SMITH.  Little  Rock 

F  P.  5PINNENWEBER,  Pocahontas 

E  W.  ST.  IOHN.  Mena 

CHAS.  -A.  STUCK,  Jonesboro 

IEROME  THOMPSON.  Favettevllte 

H.  B.  THORN  Harrisburg 

WALLACE  TOWNSEND  LitUc  Rock 

IAMES  W.  TRIMBLE.  Berryvillc 

J.  S  TURNER.  Oiark 

MRS.  C.  C.  TWIST.  Twist 

MRS  B.  B.  TOLAND.  Little  Rock 

ALVIN  S.  TILLER  Fort  Smith 

MRS.  |.  W.  VELVIN  Lewisville 

ROOT.  E.  WAIT.  Little  Rock 

C.  A.  WALLS,  Lonoke 

PAT  WALSH.  Little  Rock 

SAM  M.  WASSELL.  Washington,  D.  C. 

MARION  WASSON.  Little  Rock 

MRS.  JOHN  F.  WEINMANN,  Little  Rock 

W  A.  WENRICK  Marshall 

BEN  WILLIAMSON  Mf.  View 

ROBT  H  WOLFE  Tillar 

MRS.  SCOTT  WOOD.  Hot  Springs 

CEORCE  L.  WRICHT.  Harrison 

MARSHALL  L.  Y ANTIS.  Fort  Smith 


MUSWICK  BEVERACE  AND  CICAR  CO. 
NEW-PROSPECT-ROXY  THEATRES 
OTTENHEIMER  BROS. 

PARKE-HARPER  COMPANY 
PFEIFER  BROS.  DEPT.  STORE 

SAFEWAY  STORES - PICCLY  WICCLY 

MR.  AND  MRS.  WM.  F.  SCARBOROUGH 
SHEARMAN  CONCRETE  PIPE  COMPANY 
SNODGRASS  &  BRACY 
SOUTHWESTERN  BELL  TELEPHONE  CO 
STANDARD  BRANDS,  Inc. 

STANDARD  OIL  CO.  OF  LA. 

STERLINC  STORES 

CHAS.  S  ST  I  F  FT  COMPANY 

SWIFT  lr  CO. 

TERMINAL  WAREHOUSE  CO. 

S.  R.  THOMAS  AUTO  CO. 

THIBAULT  MILLINC  CO. 

UNION  LIFE  INS.  CO. 

MR.  AND  MRS.  |.  F.  WEINMANN 
WRICHT  SERVICE  CO. 


HENRY  J.  RICHARDSON.  Wajhlngton.  D  C 

W.  H.  ROBRINS.  Little  Pock 

JOSEPH  T.  ROBINSON,  Washington,  D.  C. 

T.  W.  ROSBOROUCH.  Cicnwood 
C.  H.  SCOTT,  Washington,  D.  C. 

F  W.-  SCOTT,  Huftig 

JOSHUA  K.  SHEPHERD,  Little  Rock 

A.  N.  SICARD,  fort  Smith 

R .  0.  SNOWDEN,  |R.,  Hughe* 

SOUTHERN  KRAFT  CO.,  S.  N.  McMULLEN, 
Omd*  n 

SOUTHWESTERN  BELL  TELEPHONE  CO., 

W.  P.  COSDIN,  L it t le  Rock 

A.  H.  STEBBINS,  Little  Rock 
C  F  STURCIS.  Manning 
PINCHBACK  TAYLOR.  Pine  Bluff 
D  D.  TERRY.  Little  Rock 

R.  R.  THOMPSON  Eureka  Springs 
TIMES-RECORO,  |CHN  S.  PARKS,  ft.  Smith 
H  K  TONEY  Pine  Bluff 
WALLACE  TOWNSEND,  Little  Rock 
LEO  VACCARO.  Forrest  City 
H.  D  WALLACE.  Little  Pock 
MARION  WASSON.  Little  Rock 
J.  L.  WILLIAMS.  |  R Sheridan 
L.  R.  WILLIAMS.  Shreveport,  La 
LAMAR  WILLIAMSON.  Montkello 
R  D.  WILMANS.  Newport 
ROY  WILSON.  Wilson 
STUART  WILSON  Texarkana.  Ark 
WOODRUFF.  ESTATE  OF  JANE  CEORCINI, 
Little  Rock 

B.  H.  WOOTEN.  Little  Rock 


d/S/xt 


*  DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  ARKANSAS  SENT ENNIAL  HALF-DOLLAR  * 

The  obverse  represents  the  span  of  one  hundred  years,  by 
showing  a  feathered  Indian  head,  typical  of  1836  in  contrast 
with  present  day  Liberty.  The  reverse  pictures  an  eagle  with 
outstretched  wings  guarding  the  diamond- shaped  symbol  token 
from  the  Arkansas  flag.  This  symbol,  adopted  because  Arkansas 
is  the  only  state  in  the  Union  which  produces  diamonds,  has 
twenty-five  stars  around  its  border  to  show  that  the  State  was 
the  twenty-fifth  to  enter  the  Union.  The  three  stars  beneath 
the  word,  Arkansas,  has  two  meanings.  It  was  the  third  state 
carved  from  the  Louisiana  Purchase  and  it  ha3  been  under  three 
flags,  Spanish,  French,  and  American.  The  single  star  above 
the  name  commemorates  the  state’s  participation  in  the  Con¬ 
federacy.  The  sun  is  indicative  of  enterprise.  The  date' of  * 
mintage,  1935,  will  appear  beneath  the  words  "Half-Dollar." 

The  designer  of  the  coin  is  Edward  Everett  Burr,  of  Chicago, 
formerly  of  Jonesboro,  Arkansas.  The  sculptress  is  Miss  Emily 
Bates,  of  Batesville,  Arkansas. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  coinage  of  the  half-dollars  calls 

*  'or  500, 000  of  the  coins.  The  initial  order  was  for  10,000,  * 

%  /s 
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If  sot  delivered  in  5  dayi  return  to 

SAN  FRANCISCO-OAKLAND 
BAY  BRIDGE  CELEBRATION 

Rooms  615  -  62  5  Market  Street 
SAN  FRANCISCO 

CONTENTS 

MERCHANDISE 

FOURTH  CLASS 


POSTMASTER: 

This  parcel  may  be 
opened  for  postal  in¬ 
spection  if  necessary. 

Return  or  forwarding 
postage  guaranteed. 


INSURED 


Daniel  M*  Bloomfield, 


896 


Value _ No.. 
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CONTEVlT8 

MERCHANDISE  THIRD  CLASS  MAIL 

Postmaster:  This  parcel  may  be  opened 
for  postal  inspection  if  necessary. 
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Adorns  a  New  Half  Dollar 


Phitieasi  Taylor  Barnuru 


|  BariiumCarved 
OnHalf-Dollars 
For  Bridgeport 

Likeness  of  Showman  Will 
Appear  on  25,000  Coins 
as  Aid  to  Centennial 

Special  Ip  the  Herald  Tribune 

BRIDGEPORT.  Conn.,  Aug.  11  — 
The  head  of  thlneas  Taylor  Barnum, 
America’s  greatest  showman  of  the 
nineteenth  century,  will  adorn. 25,000 
commemorative  half-dollars  which 
will  be  minted  for  the  Bridgeport 
Centennial,  which  began  June  4  and 
ends  October  3,  it  was  announced 
today  by  W.  B.  Aurandt,  managing 
director  of  the  centennial.  The  Com¬ 
mission  of  Fine  Arts  in  Washington, 
he  said,  has  approved  the  design  of 
the  coin,  which  will  have  the  Ameri¬ 
can  eagle  on  its  other  side,  and  the 
coins  will  be  ready  for  distribution 
next  month. 

The  coins  will  be  sold  for  $2  each, 
and  the  sale  will  be  limited  to  five 
coins  to  a  customer.  The  profits  will 
help  defray  the  expense  of  the  cele¬ 
bration  of  the  100th  anniversary  of 
the  Incorporation  of  the  City  of 
Bridgeport.  Applications  for  coins 
i  will  be  accepted  by  Charles  H.  Hut- 
liman,  of  the  First  National  Bank 
&  Trust  Company  of  Bridgeport. 

The  likeness  of  Barnum  was  chosen 
for  the  coins  bicause  of  his  many 
philanthropic  words  for  the  civic 
improvement  of  Bridgeport,  among 
which  was  the  gift  of  Seaside  Park 
to  the  city.  Also,  he  was  Mayor  of 
Bridgeport  and  represented  the  city 
in  the  state  legislature. 

Long  Island  Coin  Sale 

Over-the-counter  sales  of  the  Long 
Island  Tercentenary  commemorative 
half-dollars  will  begin  today  in  the 
i  banks  and  department  stores  in  Kings 


Bridgeport  and  represented  the  city 
in  the  state  legislature. 

Long  Island  Coin  Sale 

Over-the-counter  sales  of  the  Long 
Island  Tercentenary  commemorative 
half-dollars  will  begin  today  in  the 
banks  and  department  stores  In  Kings 
County,  it  was  announced  yesterday 
at  the  Pcope's  Trust  branch  of  the 
National  City  Bank,  181  Montague 
Street,  Brooklyn,  where  the  coins  ar¬ 
rived  from  the  Philadelphia  mint. 

Of  the  100,000  coins  struck  oft.  50,- 
000  have  been  subscribed  for  by  the 
committee  of  Queens,  Nassau  and 
Suffolk  counties,  and  about  one-third 
of  the  remainder  hnve  been  sold  by 
the  National  City  Bank  for  the  gen¬ 
eral  committee,  by  subscription.  De¬ 
liveries  by  mall  on  advance  subscrip¬ 
tions  will  also  begin  today.  The  coins, 
delivered  at  the  bank  at  1  p.  m.  yes¬ 
terday,  sell  for  $1  each. 
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''  Bridgeport,  Conn. 
7/15/36 

We  acknowledge  receipt  of  yours  of 
enclosing  $  2  •  'm  PaYm^nt  for  ^  Bridgeport 

Centennial  Commemorative  Coins  which  will  be  forwarded  to 

\ 

you  on  or  about  September  1,  1936. 


Charles  H.  Hurliman, 

c/o  The  First  National  Bank  and  Trust  Company 

For  the  Financial  Committee, 
The  Bridgeport  Centennial,  Inc. 
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— =FROM= — 

Thomas  G.  Melish 

105  EAST  THIRD  ST. 

CINCINNATI,  OHIO 


LIr»  Daniel  U.  Bloomjiit- 

)))  152  Nassau  St., _ 


New  York,  N«Y» 


1  Cleveland  Coin 


CONTENTS:  MERCHANDISE  -  4th  CLASS  MAIL. 
POSTMASTER:  This  Parcel  may  be  opened  for  Postal 
Inspection  if  necessary.  Return  Postage  Guaranteed. 
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)ear  Sir  : 


July  11,  1  ?y6  El  Paso..  Texas 


Answering  your  connuni  cation  to  the  ELGIN  OEITEIL :TAL  I !0i OMENTAL 
COMMITTEE  in  reference  to  their  ccmnemora tive  coin,  I  am  enclosing  our 
circular  and  order  blanks.  Please  fill  in  the  iiumber  you  v;ill  need  as  it  is 
doubtful  if  v:e  can  increase  orders  later. 

Yours  very  truly, 


L.  7/.  Hoffecker,  Distributer 
Elgin  Commemorative  Coin* 


APPLICATION  FOR  ELGIN  CENTENNIAL  HALF  DOLLARS 

Due . .  1936 

L.  W .  Hoffecker,  Distributor 
P.O.Box  75,  El  Paso,  Texas 

I  hereby  subscribe  for . Elgin  Centennial 

Commemorative  Coins  and  enclose  he r e w i t h ( Mon e y  Order) 

(Check  ) 

for  $  .  If  this  subscription  is  accepted  it  is 

understood  the  coins  will  be  forwarded  to  me  at  the  address 
given  as  soon  as  same  are  available.  Otherwise,  remittance 
will  be  refunded  at  once. 

Name . . 

S  t  r  e  e  t . . 

City . 

State . 
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July  25,  1936. 


Dear  Sir : 


This  will  nckuc.vled^e  v/ith  thanks  your  order  for 
ope  Elf, in  Commemorative  Half-Dollar 3  and  your 
remittance  for  $  1,60  to  cover  c03t  of  same. 

Coins  V7i.ll  be  shipped  by  insured  parcel  post 
as  soon  aa  minted. 


Yours  very  truly, 

l.  17.  Hoffecker,  Distributor 
P.  Q.  Box  75/  El  Paao>  Texas 
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29,  1936 


Carter  Glass  Adorns  a  Commemorative  Half-Dollar 


Harris  &  Ewing  photos 

This  likeness  of  Virginia's  senior 
Senator ,  made  tchen  he  teas  Secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Treasury  under  Wood- 
rote  Wilson,  trill  adorn  the  new 
50-ceht  piece  commemorating 
the  l$Oth  anniversary  of  the 
Senator's  home  town,  Lynch¬ 
burg.  Mr.  Glass  protested,  but  his 
admirers  were  not  to  be  deterred 


Senator  Carter  Glass  on  his  78lh 
birthday,  last  January  4 
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HIS  PROFILE  ON  NEW  HALF  DOLLARS 


Harris  A  Ewing  Photo. 

Senator  Carter  Glass  of  Virginia,  who  served  as  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  under  Wilson,  tried  hard  to  balk  the  Mint  in  its  plan  to 
use  his  likeness  on  its  new  fifty-cent  pieces,  but  he  failed  and 
here  he  is.  The  coins  commemorate  the  150th  anniversary  of  the 
Senator’s  home  city  of  Lynchburg. 
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Welcome  to  Rhode  Island 


Vf  AY  4,  1936,  the  160th  anniversary  of  the 
Rhode  Island  Declaration  of  Independ¬ 
ence,  which  preceded  by  two  months  similar 
action  taken  by  the  Continental  Congress  at 
Phdadelphia,  marks  the  official  opening  of  the 
State  celebration  of  the  300th  anniversary  of  the 
founding  by  Roger  Williams,  at  Providence 
Plantations,  of  what  became  the  State  of  Rhode 
Island  and  Providence  Plantations. 

Throughout  the  State,  pageants  and  special 
events  commemorating  its  unique  Colonial  his¬ 
tory,  exhibits  of  the  work  of  old  Rhode  Island 
silversmiths,  cabinet  makers,  painters  and  others, 
will  recall  early  days  and  mark  the  progress  of 
three  centuries. 

Rhode  Island  this  year  more  than  ever  invites 
citizens  from  other  Commonwealths  to  visit  a 
land  of  rare  beauty,  combining  four  hundred 
miles  of  coastline,  world-famed  beaches  and 
summer  resorts,  with  the  charm  of  the  hill 
country  of  old  New  England.  It  is  a  vacation 
land  with  splendid  roads,  beautiful  Narragansett 
Bay  and  the  broad  Atlantic  for  sailing,  some  of 
the  best  fishing  in  America,  salt  water  or  fresh, 
storied  spots  and  historic  places,  excellent  golf 
courses,  hotels,  inns,  camps — a  place  for  every 
purse,  a  vacation  for  every  desire. 

Come  to  Rhode  Island  this  Tercentenary  year 
and  enjoy  Old  New  England  at  its  best.  Any  in¬ 
formation  you  may  need  will  be  furnished  by 
addressing:  Rhode  Island  Tercentenary 
Commission,  State  House,  Providence. 


The 

Rhode  Island  Tercentenary 

•  HALF  DOLLAR  • 

Issued  m  commemoration  of 

Rhode  Island’s  300th  Birthday 


s 


The  Rhode  Island  Tercentenary  Half  Dollar 


THE  Rhode  Island  Tercentenary  half  dollar 
was  issued  in  1936  by  the  United  States 
Government  in  commemoration  of  the 
300th  anniversary  of  the  founding  of  the  State 
of  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations  by 
Roger  Williams.  The  Act  of  Congress  providing 
for  the  issuance  of  5  0,000  of  these  half  dollars 
was  passed  in  1935.  20,000  of  these  were  minted 
in  Philadelphia,  15,000  in  Denver,  and  15,000 
in  San  Francisco.  The  design  is  the  result  of  the 
joint  efforts  of  Mr.  John  Howard  Benson  and 
Mr.  Arthur  Graham  Carey,  both  of  Newport, 
Rhode  Island.  The  requirements  of  the  United 
States  Mint  provide  that  the  coin  have  on  the 
obverse,  the  words,  "Liberty,”  "In  God  We 
Trust,"  and  the  date,  "1936;”  and  on  the  reverse, 
the  words,  "United  States  of  America," 
"E  Pluribus  Unum,”  and  "Half  Dollar.” 

The  arrival  of  Roger  Williams  at  the  site  of 
Providence  seemed  to  be  an  excellent  symbol  of 
liberty.  The  gesture  of  the  Indian,  the  hand  ex¬ 
tended  palm  down,  is  the  sign  for  "Good”  in  the 


Indian  sign  language,  while  Roger  Williams’ 
raised  hand  is  the  white  man’s  salutation  of 
friendship.  Behind  the  Indian  stands  a  plant  of 
Indian  corn  symbolic  of  the  native  contribution 
to  the  new  American  civilization  and  one  partic¬ 
ularly  characteristic  of  Rhode  Island,  while 
Roger  Williams  carries  in  his  hand  the  Bible, 
symbolic  of  the  European  contribution.  Behind 
both  rises  the  sun  of  religious  liberty,  which  was 
established  by  Roger  Williams  in  Rhode  Island, 
the  first  time  that  a  political  power  conceded  to 
human  beings  the  right  to  possess  religious  beliefs, 
and  to  worship  God  in  a  manner  dictated  by  per¬ 
sonal  preference  rather  than  by  the  governmental 
ordinance. 

On  the  reverse  is  the  shield  bearing  the  anchor 
of  Hope,  which  is  taken  from  the  Seal  of  the 
State  of  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Planta¬ 
tions,  and  the  ribbon  above  it  bearing  the  word, 
"Hope”  stands  for  the  authority  of  the  State; 
while  behind,  representing  the  authority  of  the 
nation,  is  the  mantling  with  the  motto, 
"E  Pluribus  Unum.” 


The  cost  of  the  coin  with  handling  charges  is  51.15  for  the  first  one,  and  $1.05 
for  each  additional  coin.  This  price  is  subject  to  change  without  notice. 

Address  all  orders  and  correspondence  regarding  the  memorial  coin  to 

Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations  Tercentenary  Committee,  Inc. 

634  Hospital  Trust  Building,  Providence,  R.  I. 
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^T  E  X  A  S  MEMORIAL  MUSEUM 

centennial  coin  CAMPAIGN 

Littlefield  Home,  The  University  of  Texas 
P.  0.  Box  1836,  Austin,  Texas 


SPECIAL  BULLETIN 

From:  The  Texas  Memorial  Museum 

Centennial  Coin  Committee 
Beauford  H.  Jester,  General  Chairman 

The  sale  of  Texas  Centennial  Half-dollars  promises  to 
make  a  new  record  in  sales  of  commemorative  coins.  The  entire 

1935  issue  was  in  the  hands  of  thousands  of  collectors  within 
three  months  after  it  was  first  announced.  The  demand  for  the 

1936  issue  is  surpassing  that  of  the  1935.  It  was  announced 
only  thirty  days  ago  and  now  we  send  this  bulletin  to  you  urging 
that  if  you  have  not  placed  your  order  for  these  coins,  to  do  so 
at  once. 


We  credit  the  success  of  this  Sale  of  commemorative 
coins  to  collectors  and  dealers  throughout  the  world.  Appreci¬ 
ative  of  their  demands,  we  have  at  all  times  made  an  effort  to 
please  them.  The  1936  issue  is  limited  to  10,000  from  each  of 
the  three  government  mints.  The  San  Francisco  and  Denver  mints 
will  not  be  asked  to  reissue  additional  coins.  We  will,  however, 
take  care  of  the  extra  demands  for  the  Philadelphia  coins  from 
those  who  are  not  able  to  obtain  the  limited  issues. 

The  coin,  symbolic  of  the  first  century  of  Texas  his¬ 
tory,  rightfully  deserves  the  cordial  reception  that  it  is 
receiving.  The  1936  coins  from  the  three  mints  sell  for  $1.50 
each  or  $4.50  per  set  of  three.  We  have  a  limited  number  of 
the  1934  coins  which  were  the  first  issued  and  which  sell  at 
$1.15  each. 

Use  enclosed  convenient  order  blank. 


VISIT  THE  TEXAS  CENTENNIAL  EXPOSITION 
AT  DALLAS  JUNE  6 -DEC SMB ER  1,  1936 

AND 

THE  UNIVERSITY  CENTENNIAL  EXPOSITION 
AT  AUSTIN  JUNE  1-DECSMBER  1,  1936 
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On  the  following  pages  are  Counterfeit  Analyses  £17-£24  from  The  Numismatist ,  official 
publication  of  the  American  Numismatic  Association,  818  North  Cascade  Avenue,  Colorado  Springs,  CO 
80903-3279.  relating  to  the  Stone  Mountain,  Vancouver,  Grant  Memorial  (with  Star),  Lafayette,  Grant 
Memorial  Dollar  (without  Star),  1903  Louisiana  Purchase  Dollar  (McKinley  Obverse),  and  1917 
McKinley  Memorial  Dollar.  Information  regarding  joining  the  ANA  may  be  found  in  “Recommended 
Reading.” 


ANA 

AUTHENTICATION 

BUREAU 


BY  J.P.  MARTIN 


Genuine  I92S  Stone  Mountain 
half  dollar. 


U.S.  COMMEMORATIVE  SERIES 
Counterfeit  Analysis  #17: 

1925  Stone  Mountain  Half  Dollar 


•SPECIFICATIONS* 

WEIGHT  (gm) 

DENSITY 

DIAMETER  (mm) 

NO.  REEDS 

Genuine 

12.5 

10.33 

30.6 

150 

Counterfeit 

12.43 

10.29 

30.63 

143 

Remarks:  An  “old  style”  counterfeit  with  good,  but  not  frosty,  luster.  Gray  in 
color.  First  appearance  noted  in  mid  1980. 

Method  of  counterfeiting:  One-to-one  transfer  dies. 

Major  Diagnostics:  A.  Obverse  —  Counterfeit:  Tool  mark  between  horse’s  hoof 

and  rim. 

B.  Obverse  —  Counterfeit:  Tool  marks  between  horses’  hoofs 

and  rim. 

C.  Obverse  —  Counterfeit:  Depression  on  horse’s  tail. 

D.  Reverse  —  Counterfeit:  Depressions  on  rock  below 

eagle’s  talons. 

E.  Reverse  —  Counterfeit:  Depression  on  R  in  DOLLAR. 


A 


D 


E 
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U.S.  COMMEMORATIVE  SERIES 
Counterfeit  Analysis  #1 8: 

1 925  Fort  Vancouver  Centennial  Half  Dollar 


AN 

A UT HE NT I 
BURE 
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|  BY  j.P.  MARTIN  | 

Genuine  1925  Fort  Vancouver 
Centennial  half  dollar. 


•SPECIFICATIONS* 

WEIGHT  (gm) 

DENSITY  DIAMETER  (mm) 

NO.  REEDS 

Genuine 

12.5 

10.33  30.6 

150 

Counterfeit 

12.4-12.53 

10.09-10.23  30.4-30.5 

153 

Remarks:  An  “old  style”  counterfeit  with  medium  to  good  luster.  Generally 
somewhat  more  gray  in  color  than  authentic  specimens.  Several  die  markers  evi¬ 
dent  on  obverse  and  reverse. 


Method  of  counterfeiting:  One-to-one  transfer  dies. 


Major  Diagnostics:  A.  Obverse 

B.  Obverse 

C.  Obverse 

D.  Obverse 

E.  Reverse 

F.  Reverse 


Counterfeit:  Depressions  above  date  1825. 
Counterfeit:  Depression  on  bust  above  first 
L  of  McLOUGHLIN. 

Counterfeit:  Depressions  in  field  between  bust 
and  RI  of  AMERICA. 

Counterfeit:  Tool  marks  through  HAL  of 
HALF  (early  die  state). 

Counterfeit:  Raised  lines  (die  flaws)  above  and 
extending  into  fort. 

Counterfeit:  Raised  lines  (die  flaws)  through 
fort  gate. 
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ANA 

AUTHENTICATION 

BUREAU 


BY  J.P.  MARTIN 


Genuine  1925  Fort  Vancouver 
Centennial  half  dollar. 


U.S.  COMMEMORATIVE  SERIES 
Counterfeit  Analysis  #19: 

1 925  Fort  Vancouver  Centennial  Half  Dollar 


•SPECIFICATIONS* 

WEIGHT  (gm) 

DENSITY 

DIAMETER  (mm) 

NO.  REEDS 

Genuine 

12.5 

10.33 

30.6 

150 

Counterfeit 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Remarks:  A  “new  style”  counterfeit  with  frosty  letters  and  devices.  Distinct  lack 
of  die  polish.  Several  die  states  known;  diagnostics  below  apply  to  most  common. 

Method  of  counterfeiting:  One-to-one  transfer  dies. 

Major  Diagnostics:  A.  Obverse  —  Counterfeit:  Die  scratches  below  and  between 

STA  of  STATES. 

B.  Obverse  —  Counterfeit:  Die  scratches  in  field  between  rim 

and  TES  of  STATES. 

C.  Obverse  —  Counterfeit:  Die  scratches  in  field  between  rim 

and  OF. 

D.  Obverse  —  Counterfeit:  Tool  marks  between  2  and  5  of 

date. 

E.  Reverse  —  Counterfeit:  Die  scratches  at  ER  of  VAN- 

COUVER. 

E  Reverse  —  Counterfeit:  Fool  mark  at  CEN  of  CENTEN¬ 
NIAL  . 

G.  Reverse  —  Counterfeit:  Depressions  on  second  E  of 
CENTENNIAL. 
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AUTHENTICATION 

BUREAU 

BY  J.P.  MARTIN 


Genuine  1922  Grant  Memorial 
half  dollar  with  star. 


U.S.  COMMEMORATIVE  SERIES 
Counterfeit  Analysis  #20: 

1 922  Grant  Memorial  Half  Dollar  (with  Star) 


•SPECIFICATIONS* 

WEIGHT  (gm) 

DENSITY 

DIAMETER  (mm) 

NO.  REEDS 

Genuine 

12.5 

10.55 

50.6 

150 

Altered 

12.5 

10.55 

50.6 

1  50 

Remarks:  This  piece  is  not  a  counterfeit,  hut  rather  an  alteration  of  a  genu¬ 
ine  coin,  the  only  known  in  the  U.S.  commemorative  series.  Genuine  specimens 
exist  with  and  without  the  star,  the  starred  variety  being  the  scarcer  of  the  two. 
Star  style  and  position  are  consistent  on  authentic  specimens,  inconsistent  on 
altered  pieces. 

Method  of  alteration:  Star  is  punched  into  genuine  coin  having  no  star. 


Major  Diagnostics:  V  Obverse 

B.  Obverse 
Obverse 
D.  Obverse 


Genuine:  Star  is  correctly  located  directly 
above  X  of  GRANT.  1  op  point  of  star  is  aimed 
at  lower  right  tip  of  last  \  of  WII  Rl(  \. 

Altered:  Star  positioned  incorrectly  abov  e  \ 
of  GRANT. 

Genuine:  Star  exhibits  proper  stxle,  with  large, 
rounded  points  and  smooth  surrounding  fields. 
Altered:  Stx  le  of  star  is  incorrect,  with  distorted, 
irregular  points  and  displaced  metal  in  sur¬ 
rounding  fields. 
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ANA 

A U T1 1  KNTI CATION 
BUREAU 


BY  J.P.  MARTIN 


Genuine  1900 
Lafayette  dollar. 


U.S.  COMMEMORATIVE  SERIES 
Counterfeit  Analysis  #2 1 : 
1900  Lafayette  Dollar 


•SPEC 

FIC  ATIONS* 

WEIGHT  (gm) 

DENSITY  DIAMETER  (mm) 

NO.  REEDS 

Genuine 

26.730 

10.33  38.1 

N/A 

Counterfeit 

26.8004-26.935 

9.99-10.16  38.4 

188 

Remarks:  An  '‘old  style”  counterfeit  with  dull  gray  surfaces.  Pieces  lack  luster  and 
die  polish  and  are  characterized  by  several  die  markers. 

Method  of  counterfeiting:  One-to-one  transfer  dies. 

Major  Diagnostics:  A.  Obverse  —  Counterfeit:  Depression  on  Lafayette’s  Adam’s 

apple. 

B.  Obverse  —  Counterfeit:  Depression  on  Washington’s 
neck  above  AY  of  LAFAYETTE. 

Counterfeit:  Depression  on  Washington’s 
neck  above  second  T  of  LAFAYETTE. 

D.  Reverse  —  Counterfeit:  Depression  on  center  of  horse’s 
neck. 

Counterfeit:  Depression  on  horse’s  straight 
foreleg. 

Counterfeit:  Depression  on  horse’s  raised 
hindleg. 


A. 

Obverse 

B. 

Obverse 

C. 

Obverse 

D. 

Reverse 

E. 

Reverse 

F. 

Reverse 
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Genuine  1922  Grant  Memorial 
gold  dollar  without  star. 


U.S.  COMMEMORATIVE  SERIES 
Counterfeit  Analysis  #22: 

1922  Grant  Memorial  Dollar  (without  Star) 


•SPECIFICATIONS* 

WEIGHT  (gm) 

DENSITY 

DIAMETER  (mm) 

NO.  REEDS 

Genuine 

1.661 

17.317 

14.61 

96 

Counterfeit 

1.651 

16.515 

14.55 

105 

Remarks:  An  easily  identified  counterfeit  with  obvious  die  markers  and  loss  of  de¬ 
tail.  Only  one  set  of  counterfeit  dies  is  known. 

Method  of  counterfeiting:  One-to-one  transfer  dies. 

Major  Diagnostics:  A.  Obverse  —  Counterfeit:  Depression  between  D  and  O 

of  DOLLAR. 

Ii.  Obverse  —  Counterfeit:  Depression  below  A  of  GRANT. 

C.  Obverse  —  Counterfeit:  Rim  spikes  or  tool  marks  between 

UNITED  and  rim;  later  die  state  shows  addi¬ 
tional  spikes  or  tool  marks  at  OF. 

D.  Reverse  —  Counterfeit:  Tooling  gouge  at  left  stroke  of 

\Y  of  WE. 

E.  Reverse  —  Counterfeit:  Heavy  tooling  at  TRU  of  TRUST. 
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ANA 

AUTHENTICATION 

BUREAU 


BY  J.P.  MARTIN 


Genuine  1903  Louisiana  Purchase 
gold  dollar  with  McKinley  obverse. 


C 


U.S.  COMMEMORATIVE  SERIES 
Counterfeit  Analysis  #23: 

1903  Louisiana  Purchase  Dollar  (McKinley  Obverse) 


•SPECIFICATIONS* 

WEIGHT  (gm) 

DENSITY 

DIAMETER  (mm) 

NO.  REEDS 

Genuine 

1.672 

17.317 

14.70 

96-97 

Counterfeit 

1.637-1.65 

17.110 

14.55 

105 

Remarks:  Minimal  markers  and  significant  loss  of  detail  on  obverse.  Most  speci¬ 
mens  exhibit  matte-like  luster. 

Method  of  counterfeiting:  One-to-one  transfer  dies. 

Major  Diagnostics:  A.  Obverse  —  Genuine:  Area  on  shirt  below  tie  is  sharp,  with 

five,  pie-shaped  segments  on  button. 

B.  Obverse  —  Counterfeit:  Loss  of  definition  on  shirt  below 

tie  and  on  button. 

C.  Reverse  —  Counterfeit:  Tool  marks  in  field  below  branch 

and  to  right  of  3  in  1903. 

D.  Reverse  —  Counterfeit:  Open  area  of  last  A  is  filled. 

Raised  metal  between  last  A  in  LOUISIANA 
and  denticle  (not  illustrated). 
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AUTH  EN'Tl  CATION 
BUREAU 


BY  J.P.  MARTIN 

. 


Genuine  1917  McKinley  Memorial 
gold  dollar. 


U.S.  COMMEMORATIVE  SERIES 

Counterfeit  Analysis  #24: 

1917  McKinley  Memorial  Dollar 


•SPECIFICATIONS* 

WEIGHT  (gm) 

DENSITY 

DIAMETER  (mm) 

NO.  REEDS 

Genuine 

1.661 

17.317 

14.61 

96 

Counterfeit 

1.661 

17.220 

14.55 

105 

Remarks:  Loss  of  detail  on  McKinley’s  head,  with  several  tool  marks  on  each  side. 
Color  and  texture  usually  are  good;  both  frosty  and  prooflike  surfaces  have  been 
observed.  Produced  from  one  known  set  of  dies. 

Method  of  counterfeiting:  One-to-one  transfer  dies. 

Major  Diagnostics:  A.  Obverse  —  Counterfeit:  Subtle,  linear  depression  from 

truncation  of  bust  to  O  of  DOLLAR. 

B.  Obverse  —  Counterfeit:  Tool  marks  between  ERICA  of 

AMERICA  and  rim. 

C.  Obverse  —  Counterfeit:  Top  right  portion  of  LT  of 

UNITED  is  missing. 

D.  Reverse  —  Counterfeit:  No  die  polish  below  steps  (as  is 

found  on  genuine  specimens). 

E.  Reverse  —  Counterfeit:  Tool  mark  between  IN’  of 

MCKINLEY  and  rim. 
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HAPPY  HOLIDAYS  TO  ALL! 


by  Helen  L.  Carmody  (R-0007,  CA) 

The  New  Year  is  upon  us.  Santa  has  delivered  all  our  want-list  gifts  (I  wish!),  and  it  is  now  time 
to  reflect  on  the  joys  and  pleasures  of  being  involved  in  numismatics. 

I  thought  the  reproduced  illustrations  were  particularly  cheery— compliments  of  Q.  David  Bowers 
(R-0548,  NH)  and  Raymond  N.  Merena  (R-2249,  NH)  of  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  Inc.— taken 
from  the  Rare  Coin  Review  Nos.  108  and  120. 


However,  of  special  note  (and  to  continue  our  mission  of  educating  our  members),  was  an  item 
depicted  in  the  Rare  Coin  Review  No.  1 19.  Shown  is  a  Booker  T.  Washington  Season’s  Greeting  holder, 
which  included  the  commemorative  half  dollar.  As  indicated,  this  may  have  been  part  of  a  sales 
promotion  idea  that  was  unsuccessful.  However,  I  can  assure  you  if  Santa  left  that  holder  with  or  without 
the  coin  under  my  Christmas  tree,  it  would  have  been  my  most  precious  gift.  I  have  a  Carver- 
Washington  Christmas  holder,  and  even  a  San  Diego  Christmas  holder,  but  none  for  a  BTW.  That  will 
teach  me  to  include  it  on  my  list  to  Santa  Claus  for  next  year.  He  may  even  read  this  issue  of  The 
Commemorative  Trail  and  know  what  my  No.  1  gift  should  be  for  1998! 


■V- 


It  might  be  a  little  early,  but,  having 
come  across  this  coin  holder  the  other 
day  (the  front  of  which  is  pictured),  we 
thought  we  would  run  it.  Within  is  a 
circular  opening  for  inclusion  ofa  Booker 
T.  Washington  commemorative  half 
dollar — part  of  a  sales  promotion  idea 
which  must  not  have  had  much  success, 
for  we  have  only  seen  two  or  three  of 
these  over  the  years. 


Season's  (reeting 


GOOD  HEALTH,  HAPPINESS,  AND  PROSPERITY  TO  YOU,  YOUR  FAMILY,  AND  FRIENDS! 
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Application  for  Membership 

Please  Print  or  T  yd6 

Society  For  U.S. 

Last  name 

Commemorative  Coins 

First  name  M.l. 

P.O.  Box  302 

Street 

Huntington  Beach,  CA  92648 

City 

State  Zip  Code 

1  hereby  make  application  la  membership  in 
the  Society  Fa  U.  S  Commemorative  Coins, 

Daytime  Telephone  (  )  — 

subject  to  the  byia  ws  o t  said  Society.  My 
yearly  dues  (August  to  August  of  each  year 

Signature  ot  Applicant 

at  $20. 00  per  Adult  and  S3. 00  per  Junior) 

Data 

are  included  with  this  application  in  the 

Signature  of  Propoear  Member  Number 

form  of _ cash _ check. 

Check  one:  (  )  Adult  [  ]  Junior 

Birth  Data  -  Junior  members  only 

Signature  ot  Parent  or  Legal  Sua/dian 

Application  for  Membership 

Please  Print  or  Type 

Society  For  U.S. 

Last  name 

Commemorative  Coins 

First  name  M.l. 

P.O.  Box  302 

Street 

Huntington  Beach,  CA  92648 

City 

1  hereby  make  application  fa  membership  in 

State  Zip  Code 

Daytime  Telephone  (  )  - 

the  Society  Fa  U.S  Commemaatrve  Coins. 

subject  to  the  bylaws  of  said  Society.  My 

yearly  dues  (August  to  August  of  each  year 

Signature  of  Applicant  ^ 

at  $20. 00  pa  Adult  and  $3  00  pa  Junia) 

Data 

are  included  with  this  application  in  the 

Signature  of  Propoaar  Member  Number 

fam  of _ cash _ check. 

Check  one:  Q]  Aduft  Q  Junior 

feirth  Date  -  Junior  member*  only 

Signature  ol  Parent  or  Legal  Guardian 

Application  for  Membership 

Society  For  U.S. 

Please  Print  or  Tvoe 

Last  name 

Commemorative  Coins 

First  name  M.l. 

P.O.  Box  302 

Street 

Huntington  Beach,  CA  92648 

City 

/  hereby  make  application  fa  membership  in 

State  Zip  Code 

Daytime  Telephone  (  )  - 

the  Society  Fa  U.S.  Commemorative  Coins, 

subject  to  the  bylaws  of  said  Society.  My 
yearly  dues  (August  to  August  of  each  year 

Signature  of  Applicant 

at  $20. 00  pa  Aduft  and  $8. 00  pa  Junia) 

Date 

are  included  with  this  application  in  the 

Signature  of  Propoeer  Member  Number 

fam  ot _ cash _ check. 

Check  one:  [  ]  Adult  (  |  Junior 

Birth  Dale  -  Junior  member*  only 

- - — _ 

Signature  of  Parent  or  Legal  Guardian 

